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BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 1st September 2010 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, K Cummings, Cllr Millett, Cllr Gilbert, W Martineau, C Bullock, C.Cllr Spicer & B Cllr D Ray 
1.  Apologies for absence Cllr D Pettitt, Local police
2.  Declaration of Interest 

3   Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 4th August 2010 signed and approved as a correct record.

Meeting Adjourned

4. Meeting open to the public   None present.                                          
5.  Report by County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer asked to be kept appraised of the situation regarding the peeling paint on the railings opposite the shop.                                                                                   Action Clerk
6. Report by Borough Councillor: D Ray

Cllr Ray has been in touch with Havebury regarding the sewer problem in Sandy Lane. They informed him that they had jetted the drains and removed the tree roots, thus solving the problem. The Countryside forum is to be delayed until November.
7.  Report of Community Police Officer 
The police were unable to attend the meeting and emailed the Clerk the following report: Anti Social Behaviour and Criminal Damage in the area of the Village Hall.

The next Community Priority Setting Meeting.

We hold regular Community Priority Setting meetings, which are attended by the police, county, district and parish councillors, as well as our partners from health and educational organisations. 

The aim is to: 

· Discuss issues put forward by the local community. 

· Discuss the top three priorities chosen by members of the public and decide how should be addressed and how we are going to tackle them. 

· Arrange feedback to local people about progress. 

These meetings are open to the public, so if you would like to come along and raise issues with us, the next one for your area is on 9th September 2010. It starts at 7pm and finishes at approximately 9pm and will take place at The Erskine Centre, Bury Road, Chedburgh IP29 4UQ. 

Meeting reconvened

8 Progress reports. For information from:

8.1 Chairman:   8.1.1 Barningham Flower Beds 
Steve has cleared the Church Gardens bed totally. It was resolved that some bulbs be planted for spring. It was agreed that the gravel taken from the bed should be used to top up the grave kerbs and used to top up the war memorial if it was suitable. It was resolved that Steve should be allowed to use weed killer  in the cemetery.  The replacement Lavender has been received and planted by Cllr Last.
8. 2 Clerk: 8.2.1 
8.2.2 Date for Housing survey meeting
The meeting will be held on Thursday 30th September at 5pm at the village Hall, Cllr Last will book this. Cllrs Cummins, Millet and Gilbert will attend. The clerk will contact Cllr Pettit with the details.                                                                                                                       Action Clerk 

9      Accounts
9.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £411.16

Steve Wilson                                                       £18.77

Vicki Gay                                                             £495.79       

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £134.20
Vicki Gay                                                             £22.49
SLCC, training                                                     £94.00
B Last, play equipment                                        £70.13 
9.1.2 Budget proposals 2011/12
The Chairman had prepared some budget estimates for 2011/12, these were circulated amongst the Councillors for further discussion at the October meeting. It was resolved to cancel the phone line rental.                                                                                     Action Clerk
Progress reports. For information, from: 

10. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt 
Cllr Pettitt reported, via the chairman, pot holes in Mill Road, outside Greenwood. There is again a car for sale on the green adjacent to Millfields. The Clerk will report this to St Edmundsbury.                                                                                                        Action Clerk
10.1 Footpath Officer: Cllr Millett 
All the footpaths are clear and there have been no reported problems with the horses on the meadow. The meadow at Aggies’s is still to be cut. Cllr Millett has so far been unsuccessful locating the boggy patch at Aggies, Cllr. Cummins will assist him with this.
10.2 Communications Officer:  
There has been no response on the quarterly magazine, so this will continue for the time being.
10.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings 

Cllr Cummins had no report to make
10.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last
The new lights and alarms have been fitted in the village hall.
10.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau 

Cllr Martineau had no report to make.
10.6 Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock: 

Cllr Bullock had no report to make.

10.8 Cemetery working Party.

Cllr Last will email the clerk the final version of the letter.
10.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

With the return of the rain the grass has started to grow again.  There has, however, been time for me to get involved in other projects.  I am hoping to save the Council some money by doing the heavy labouring in the redevelopment of the WI garden.  I have also tried to remove the lichen from the bench at Church Gardens but the grain of the wood has deteriorated and it is still not a very inviting prospect as a seat. The clerk will ask Steve if this can be repaired of if it needs to be replaced.                                                                                               Action Clerk
The Play Area now has its full complement of swings for the first time in many months.  I have received the replacement bolts for the climbing frame and will fit them as the need arises.  I have bought a small plank of timber and will try to replace the broken seat pads on the picnic table.  If the wood proves unsuitable it may be necessary to invest more money in thick marine ply as an alternative.  Ply is only supplied in large sheets unless a friendly local builder can let us have some off cuts. Cllr Bullock will see if he can assist with this.
The amount of litter deposited in the village has, as expected, increased during the school holidays.  This year’s crop of cans and bottles, however, has been exceptional; I have had to remove sacks full of plastic bottles directly to the waste tip and, last week, took an entire black sack of glass bottles for recycling.

11.   Speed management guidelines. To include looking at road safety issues in Hopton Road

A meeting will be arranged when Jon Noble, Road Safety Engineering, returns from leave. It was suggested Havebury and Cllr Ray also be invited to attend.
12. Outdoor Recreation facilities for older children To include purchases of outdoor play equipment 
In the light of recent representations, earlier discussions on facilities and the failure of the football field to go ahead it was decided to try and to get some facilities available for the summer of 2011. To this end the chairman has reviewed the information the council looked at previously and made a proposal for equipment on the Cricket Meadow. There has also been a suggestion for other facilities elsewhere. 
Cricket Meadow

It is difficult with shared use of the land to put permanent facilities in the middle of the field. The following was proposed.
1
1 basketball hoop and post





2
1 kick wall




Or combined Net and Kick wall


3
Activity trail – suitable for 7 -14 year olds
, to include: Balance Walk,
Wobble board,

Stepping Logs, Log Walk, Traverse pen bodied climbing wall 
All the above would need installation costs added but appear not to need special safer surfacing. The total cost should be between £4000 and £5000. The Clerk will get some quotes.

                                                                                                                                   Action clerk 
An amount totalling £70.13 was spent on play equipment following discussion at last months meeting. This has been clearly marked and will be kept, when not in use, in the cupboard in the village hall. Cllr Cummins donated some tennis balls.

Bike track – Youth Shelter

An earth pedal bike (BMX) track, similar to one at Ixworth, has been suggested as a relatively cheap activity as it would just need mounds of earth formed into a circular track. A site visit to the Ixworth track and some information from their parish clerk on costs and problems would be useful before this idea is taken further.
A Youth Shelter is the item most frequently requested but comes with a number of problems. 

It was agreed to put this idea on hold at the moment.
13. Council tax referendums. Parish councils, whose budgets are relatively small, need to be exempt from this legislation or if not a deminimus level set which would exclude small parish councils. A set percentage increase limit will have a far greater effect on small budgets and might mean smaller councils would be unable to fund necessary expenses, either one offs or if certain large expenses increased above general inflation levels. It would also encourage councils to increase their budgets up to the set limit in order to increase their reserves knowing that otherwise they may be in great difficulties if unexpected costs arose in future years.

14. Community Right to Build The Parish Council would prefer greater weight given to the views of local residents through the planning process rather than rely on getting referendums agreed by local people. The current proposals are too vague to comment on further.

15.Localism – There is a need to keep the Parish Council up to date on localism bill. Most may not affect us but some ideas could increase our costs. E.g. publicise spending or contracts above £500.

16. Temporary Road Closure 
C640 from 13th to 18th September for carriageway repairs

17. Policy seminar to include: Policing the 21st Century, Liberating the NHS and Schools reforms and academies. The clerk will attend if she is able to do so.
18.   Planning Matters To include any applications/decisions received since the agenda was posted.

SE/10/0961 Plot 12, Millers Yard, Hopton Road, Erection of detached two storey dwelling with integral garage and vehicular access. No objection
16. Correspondence for information To note the items listed below which have been 
circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting.:

 Local Councillor, Suffolk View, Trading standards, door to door traders offering to buy gold and 
antiques for cash.  No further action to be taken.
17. Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting None

18 Councillors reports and items for future agenda None
19. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

20. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 6th October 2010
21. To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:
21.1 Personnel Issues. 21.2 Legal Issues. None
No further business, Meeting closed: 
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