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SOMERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Somersham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th October  2009.  

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.

Present: Councillors - Chris Mills (CM) – Chairman, Richard Browne (RB) – Vice Chairman, Terry Fordham (TF), Janet Hodge (JH), Penny Pearson (PP), Vic Pryke (VP), Barbara Tottle (BT), County Councillor Julia Truelove (JT), Colin Burrows (CB), and 7 members of the public. 
The meeting commenced in open session when the following points were raised:-

a) Community Shop – dissatisfaction was expressed by some residents of Princes Gardens at lack of consultation regarding the community shop proposal.  A long discussion ensued during which explanations were given on the history of the community shop project and the parish council’s support.  The disagreement of these residents was noted.
b) Parking spaces for bungalows in Mill Lane – request was made that the parish council supports the Mill Lane Bungalows Residents Association in their quest for additional parking spaces.

There being no other points raised, the chairman closed the open session and the parish council meeting was convened.
	Subject
	Discussion/Resolution
	Action

	09/44  Apologies for Absence

	
	PC David Clark, Councillor S Wright (SW)


The Chairman agreed to a change in the agenda to permit Councillor Truelove to give her report.

	09/48 Parish Liaison

	i) County Councillor’s report
	Cllr. Truelove reported:
· National Grid Pylon Consultation – public exhibition to take place in Somersham on 11th December. JT felt residents should be made aware of the opportunity to view proposals and air their views.
· Anything but Shhh’ Activities in Libraries.
· Meeting held with Road Safety Engineer also attended by parish council Chair.  Speed survey results awaited.

· Congratulations expressed to Penny Pearson and Colin Burrows on their recent MSDC Community Awards. 
· Waste Incinerator proposals going ahead.  Still out for final consultation.

PP asked if anything learned concerning extension to Bramford Primary School.  JT reported Somersham Primary School did not qualify for improvements in Primary School Capital Programme.  Criteria for which includes number of children on roll.
	Add to Link


The chairman returned to the agenda as set.

	09/45  Previous Meeting’s Minutes

	i) Last Meeting’s Minutes
	 Minutes of meeting held on 2nd September 2009 were approved.  Proposed  VP seconded  TF.
	

	ii) Action points
	None outstanding
	

	09/46  Parish Administration

	i)  Declaration of Interests
	 None
	

	ii) Clerk’s Report
	Clerk’s report previously circulated.  No further update on any items.
	

	iii) Quality Parish Status
	Clerk requested councillors to familiarise themselves with the QPS scheme and decide whether Somersham should apply.  Approval was given for the Chairman and Clerk to attend a seminar at SALC on 24th November on the QPS scheme.  The expenditure of £15 each was approved by all councillors.
	Defer to December meeting

	09/47  Safety and Security

	i) Police
	The  report was read and included:-
· 1 reported crime of damage to pedal cycle at village hall in early October.
· Warning on mobility aid companies where sales reps visit residents attempting to sell  expensive and often unnecessary items.

· Hints & tips to avoid being ripped off by a cold caller.

· ‘Think!’ drug drive campaign – the eyes have it!  Penalties are the same as for drink driving.
	

	ii) Neighbourhood Watch
	Colin Burrows’ report included:-

· No reported crimes during September.
· Receiving complaints regarding fires being lit on the playing field and behind the village hall and use of the tennis court for football.  Names have been passed to the police. 
· Community Awards – thanks for parish council for nomination, a very enjoyable afternoon.
	

	iii) Traffic/Speeding Concerns
	Chairman gave a summary of discussions at the meeting with Cllr. Truelove and SCC Highways.  SCC has been asked to provide specific costs for electronic signing.  Results of speed survey awaited.  Dragon’s teeth markings on road could be requested.  Agreed that residents close to Chapel Lane and Pump House Corner should be consulted regarding provision of dragon’s teeth.

Community Speedwatch – names of 3 volunteers received.  Try again to recruit more volunteers.
	Clerk to email letter for CM to deliver to properties adjacent to both locations.
Add to Link.

	09/48  Parish Liaison

	ii) District Councillor’s report
	No report. 
	

	iii) Meetings attended by councillors since last parish council meeting
	a) SALC Mid Suffolk South Area Meeting – PP unable to attend.
b) Suffolk ACRE AGM – JH reported this was a very good meeting, very well organised and very enthusiastic.  Andrea Hill spoke very well.  JH delighted that the Coffee Caravan had won awards and congratulated all involved.
c) MSDC Parish Liaison Meeting – Chairman reported the following items which were included in the parish liaison meeting:-
· MSDC is the only Suffolk council issuing Companion Bus Passes, therefore they can only be used on journeys within, or starting from, the Mid Suffolk area.

· Snoasis - the planning permission from the Secretary of State does not permit phased development which has caused problems for the developer.  However the housing development is progressing.

· Choice Based Lettings – CM had expressed concern as this system appeared to allocate vacant properties to the bidder who has been on the waiting list the longest, even if from outside the village.  This system does not apply to designated affordable housing however. 
	

	iv) Community Shop
	JH updated the meeting on the project which had now received verbal agreement from the Environment Agency that the original preferred location on the car park may be possible.  Confirmation of this in writing was awaited.  The residents of Princes Gardens were invited to attend the next meeting of the Steering Group which would take place on Monday 12th October. JH would advise time and location.
	

	09/49  Finance

	i)   I & E Statement 2009/2010 
	Clerk reported expenditure of £4.7k on 30th September.  Reserves currently £11,455 plus the earmarked reserves of £2000 for the Community Shop.  
	

	ii)  Cheque Requisitions
	Village Hall hire 1/7 & 2.9 - £16.00
PWLB October Payment - £3,258.50

Stationery Expenses - £54.11
Proposed TF , seconded  PP.
	

	09/50 Parish Development

	i) Planning applications 
	None received
	

	ii)  Planning decisions
	1687/09 – install 3 no. skylights at 12 Black Barn Close – Granted.  
	

	iii) Affordable Housing
	Letter sent to MSDC Planning regarding site 14 as discussed at previous meeting.  Reply awaited.
	

	09/51  Recreation and Services

	i) Village Hall
	RB reported that the caretaker had to retire for health reasons and that the Village Hall Committee was considering issuing keys to regular users of the facility.
	

	ii) External Repairs to Bus Shelter
	Defer to next meeting.  
	Clerk to chase quote from Mike Shelmerdine and PP’s contact.

	iii) Community Association
	TF reported Community Association meeting held two weeks ago at which parish council letter regarding bin emptying and litter had been discussed.  In future there would be 3 instead of 2 emptying the bins.  The football club representative was present at the meeting so the litter situation should improve.
	

	09/52   Environment

	i) Footpaths
	PP had no report.
	

	09/53  Communication

	i) Items for Village Newsletters
	Nothing further suggested.
	

	ii) Correspondence
	Full list circulated.
MSDC – Community Engagement Questionnaire 
SALC AGM – 9th November – possibly TF – to email Clerk
	CM will scan and circulate questionnaire.

	iii) Councillors reports
	 JH – expressed thanks for French support.
CM – a) Phone kiosk door has been removed – presumably by BT for repair.

b) Suggested purchase of PPE (Personal Protection Equipment), i.e. high visibility jackets, bump caps and gloves for councillors to wear on site visits in line with recommendation on Risk Assessments.  This was not considered necessary and was therefore not agreed.
	


The meeting closed at  9.20pm  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday the 

4th November 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall. 
Signed:                                                    (Chairman)            Dated:
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