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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting of Wickham Skeith 
and the Parish Council Annual General Meeting
held Monday, 30 April 2007 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), Parish Councillors: J Homan, C Wright, N Merriam, B Kemp, K Knights, T Goodacre (Clerk), A Stringer, J Clover and 12 members of the public

Apologies: 
Jean Willoughby, Sheila Wright, Ron Wright, Odile Wladon, Peter Paine.  Noted from PC R Calver 
1. Chairman’s Welcome:  The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all those present.
2. Minutes of Meeting held 8 May 2006: The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
3. Village Forum: 
· John Formby registered his objections to the proposed Affordable Housing in the village and will be consulting with other residents with a view to forming an Action Group.

· Parish Clerk to question the positioning of a bridlepath sign which has been erected at the bottom of the hill going towards the Church as this is not a known designated bridlepath.

· Residents are being troubled by motorcyclists driving over private property, particularly crop fields of Hall Farm – Parish Clerk to advise Community Police Officer, R Calver.
· Charmion Pearmain raised concern about the condition of the road edges in The Street, especially if the village is entering Village of the Year.
· Following the replacement of footpath signs in the village, the necessity was questioned by Michael McCarthy who raised concerns over the style and recycling of such.  Parish Clerk to look into the reasoning behind replacements.
· Michael McCarthy also raised the issue of fly tipping which has been reported to MSDC with no follow up being received.  Andrew Stringer confirmed that prosecutions are taking place but will look into this matter.

· The Grimmer Fishing Rules were questioned and it was agreed that these should now be amended to follow the National Rules.

4. Reports:

4.1. Chairman’s Report: S Sparrow
As Chairman for the past year, thanks were given to the Parish Councillors for attending meetings and for the actions taken on behalf of the village.  Mention was also given to: the reinstatement of Footpath 27, the purchase of a photocopier and display boards for the Village Hall via the Locality Grant, the current position regarding Affordable Housing, maintenance of The Green by SCC, the Grimmer, litter bins now being collected by MSDC, the education system review, how the Council comments on Planning Applications and the appointment of a new Parish Clerk.
4.2. Treasurer’s Report: B Kemp
· Detailed accounts and projections were made available regarding the financial position as at 31 March 2007, which record a bank balance of £1,661.21.  An information pack is currently being put together by B Kemp in preparation for the new Parish Council.
4.3. SCC: J Clover
· Finances: Savings of £23.9m have been made during 2006/07.
· Council Services: SCC are currently making a “Pathfinder” bid to build on its partnership with District Councils and Borough Councils with a view to providing excellent and accessible services.  Ipswich Borough Council has put in a bid to become a Unitary Council.  The Council has been awarded 4* for performance by the Audit Commission this year.  Over 66,000 young people now have Explore Cards in Suffolk.

· Schools Review: The County Council agreed in March to move to the 2nd stage of consultation on the 2-tier system of education with an implementation plan being discussed at the May Cabinet Meeting.
· Waste Management: The County Council is facing escalating costs for landfill due to the increase in Landfill tax.
· CSD: A new system for Student Support Applications started this year which has proved very successful.
· Environment: SCC launched a Greenest County campaign in February 2007.

· Adult Services: For the second year running, Adulty Services have been given the top 3* rating.
· Major Works: Major building works have been carried out throughout the county.
2
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council AGM - 30 April 2007

4.4. District Councillor’s Report: A Stringer
· Mendlesham Post Office: After the closure of Mendlesham Post Office a Public Meeting was held which confirmed the need for such a facility and, following months of grant applications, planning permissions and listed building consents, this vital service returned in December.
· Affordable Housing Policy: Following a public enquiry, the policy regarding affordable housing will change during the year; in villages, if a development exceeds .17 of a hectare, then up to 35% of the dwellings can be negotiated to be affordable.

· NHS Dentist: On 16 April 2007 a new NHS Dentist opened in Station Road, Stowmarket – the first new NHS Dentist to open in the country for more than a year!

· Local Development Framework: The new local plan now refers to Wickham Skeith as a “secondary village” – one that has reasonable access to facilities and therefore may not lose its settlement boundary.

· Andrew Stringer gave personal thanks for all the help and encouragement received.
4.5. Police: PC Calver 
· No report received

4.6. Village Groups
· Care Group:  Charmion Pearmain reported on how the group was set up to be a good neighbour scheme and detailed how the group operates with the existing members (more contacts would be welcome): Welcoming new residents, issuing village footpath maps, offering assistance and information to members of the parish as well as a car scheme for doctor/hospital visits.  
· Village Hall Committee: David Erett took over as Chairman from Mary Ede in February and submitted a very detailed report on the activities and events held at the Village Hall.  Funding has also been made available from several sources and a good proportion of the money raised has been ploughed back into the Village Hall with many facilities being renovated/up-graded.  Thanks were given to all who have contributed to the success of the Village Hall Committee.
· Friends of St Andrews Church:  Sheila Wright’s report was presented by Charmion Pearmain which stated that after huge fund raising efforts for the restoration of the Church Bells, 2006/07 had been a quiet year.  New support would be welcomed on to the Committee as well as to the regular events held during the year which were announced, including two special events.
· Wednesday Club: Charmion Pearmain presented Ron Wright’s report on the “Tea and Chat” group who meet every Wednesday 2-3.30 pm.  Donations pay for the annual outing and thanks were given to the Village Hall Committee for the use of the Hall and its facilities.
· Hilltop Women’s Group: Margaret Knights reported that this is a strong village group with steady attendance, a supportive Committee, an efficient Treasurer and a varied programme, followed by an overview of events held during the year.
· Stoke Ash Community Primary School: Odile Wladon (Chair) had submitted a report which was presented by Joy Homan.  The school is currently in the process of recruiting a Head Teacher and would also be happy to hear from anyone interested in joining the governing body.  (Present roll, teaching arrangements and the curriculum offered was also detailed in the report.) 
· Lunch Club: The Clerk presented a report which had been submitted by Jean Willoughby which stated that May completes the club’s 3rd year and numbers have steadily risen from 23 to 50!  Finances are steady and expenditure covered so the original cost of each meal still remains at £2.50.  Tribute was paid to the members of the steering group and to all those who help to provide this valued asset for the village.
· History and Film Group: Pete Davidson announced that it had been another good year for the group with various talks and video shows presented, welcoming further support for attendance at this group.  The first Minute Book was on view at the meeting which will be taken to the Records Office together with other previous Minute Books and other documentation held by the Clerk.
· Pins and Needles Group:  The Clerk advised that this group no longer meets on a regular basis; however, Liz Davidson had confirmed that the wall hanging is in progress and will happen.

· Parochial Church Council: A report was submitted by Peter Paine and read by Pete Davidson detailing current members, attendance figures and events held at the Church.  Much effort has and continues to be made to find a replacement for Reverend Robin Jack as Rector of the Bacton Benefice.  Mr Simon Monksfield will now be maintaining the churchyard, an amplification system has been installed and a retrospective faculty granted.  Plans are also underway to overhaul the electrics and provide toilet and kitchen facilities.  Grateful thanks were given to all those who help with the running of the Church.
· It was brought to the attention of the Parish Council that there is now a Table Tennis Club run by Dennis Sore and that this group should be invited to next year’s meeting.
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Matters for the Parish Council: The following items were agreed:
· Summary of Receipts and Payments as at 31 March 2007
· Statement of Assurance for the year ended 31 March 2006
· SALC Subscription  
£137.80
· Clerk’s Expenses (for Nov 06-Mar 07)
£33.76
5. Next Meeting:  14 May 2007 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 9.20 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..
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