PAGE  

BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th April 2010 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, M Millett, K Cummings, D Pettitt, P Callear, C Bullock, B Cllr D Ray C.Cllr Joanna Spicer and 3 members of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence Cllrs: W Martineau
2.  Declaration of Interest The Clerk and Cllr Callear declared an interest in item 11
3   Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 3rd March 2010 signed and approved as a correct record.
Meeting Adjourned

4. Meeting open to the public

Two residents, new to the village thanked the Parish Council for their welcome pack. They also asked if the village had any allotments, or any plans for them in the future. It was reported that at this time there were no allotments but if there were felt to be a need then the Parish Council would look in to the matter further. The resident will put an article in the parish magazine to see if there is any interest. Concerns were raised over a persistent bonfire. It was suggested that a diary be kept and environmental health at St Eds contacted. Another resident explained to the councillors that if he were granted planning permission for his extension then the dormer window serving the bathroom would have obscured glass.
5.  Report by County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer apologised for missing the last couple of meetings but she has a broken shoulder. The Councillors were pleased that she seemed to be on the mend. It would appear that Hepworth Road pavement is now finished. Cllr Spicer is trying to rearrange a meeting with SCC to discuss various problems in the village. Currently it is scheduled for Tuesday 20th April at 2:45, meeting at the royal George. Cllr Pettit will try to attend. Community Speedwatch is up and running.
6. Report by Borough Councillor: D Ray

The contractor for waste disposal has been changed. This means that it likely that bins will be collected on different days and at different times.
7.  Report of Community Police Officer
04/03/10 – Theft from Shop – Church Road, Barningham.  

07/03/10 – Burglary at St Andrew’s Church – Church Road, Barningham. 

15/03/10 – Theft at St Andrew’s Church – Church Road, Barningham. 

03/04/10 – Causing an Affray – Hopton Road, Barningham. 

03/04/10 – Criminal Damage to Vehicle – Hopton Road, Barningham. 

03/04/10 – Criminal Damage to Dwelling – Hopton Road, Barningham. 

03/04/10 – Criminal Damage to Vehicle – Hopton Road, Barningham. 

03/04/10 – Criminal Damage to Vehicle – Hopton Road, Barningham. 

Suffolk Safe Key…

Nominated key holders for your properties were you pay annual fee of around £12.00 you pick a neighbour or someone you trust to keep hold of your key which we have details for, peace of mind for when you’re away or for the elderly.

Rouge Traders… 

Please pass on to us any details of possible Rouge Traders in the area, they could be people cold calling, driving past slowly and looking into gardens, offering to do jobs and asking for cash up front, they don’t have to be in scruffy looking vans, we have seen lovely new vans all sign written up. It is so important that we get as much info as possible and try and catch these people. 

Heating Oil Thefts…

Please be aware we have been having a spell of heating oil thefts around the area. Please keep checks on your oil tanks and if anyone would like a crime prevention visit on how you can make your tank safer please let us know. Any information of any suspicious vehicles in the area we would like to know. 

SNT Priorities…

1. Stanton – Anti social behaviour and criminal damage in the area of the Village Hall. 

2. Nowton in the areas of Fox and Pin Lane and the Village Hall – Drug use, alcohol and litter. 
3. Ixworth – Under age drinking and anti social behaviour in the area of the High Street. 
Meeting reconvened

8    Progress reports. For information from:

8.1 Chairman:   8.1.1 newsletter. 

The Chairman has finalised the April quarterly newsletter. This will be delivered to all the residents in the village together with a housing needs survey questionnaire. 
8.1.2 Pc report for annual meeting to include attendance. 

In addition to the annual Chairman’s report it was resolved that a parish council report will also be submitted detailing the dates of meetings and councillors attendance.
8.1.3 Cricket meadow use

The PTA has approached the Parish Council about using the cricket meadow for their annual fete. The Council are happy for the school to use the field as long as it is dry and no damage is done. The PTA will also need to seek permission from Suffolk County council. The Clerk will check the insurance cover regarding this.
8. 2 Clerk: 8.2. 

8. 2 Clerk: 8.2.1Cemetery Hedge maintenance – replacement hedge. 

The Clerk has been in touch with the contractor and asked for the work to go ahead. The resident, whose property is adjacent to the hedge, has asked that the replacement hedge be an evergreen.
8.2.2 Trees removed from Millfield green.

St Edmundsbury Borough Council confirmed that they have felled one tree from the open space located on Millfields Road, Barningham. There's a group of 7 large poplar trees that were growing close together (to the front of 5/6 Jarrod Close). A couple of the trees were becoming suppressed. One tree was removed last summer to give the remaining trees room to grow. In future maintenance cycles we will look at removing weaker specimens, again to give the remaining trees room to grow. Mark Davison looks after the planting of new trees. If we would like to discuss future tree planting on the site we are asked to please make contact with Mark, who will be happy to meet on site to discuss the options available. It was requested that we are informed on any such works prior to them being carried out in the future.
 8.2.3 New planning framework, request for training. 

Following recent changes in planning law and the way councils can access and submit comments regarding planning applications the Clerk would like to attend an SALC E planning work shop. The cost of this training will be in the region of £25.00 All in favour, it was resolved that the clerk should make arrangements to attend.
8.2.4 Abolition of cheques. 

Cheques are due to abolished by 2018. Under s150of LGA 1972 Expenses of Parish and Community councils it states that ‘Every cheque or other order for payment of money by a parish or community council shall be signed by two members of the council. Electronic transfers could therefore be seen as unlawful. Suggestions for a workable alternative are therefore being sought.
8.2.5 Footpath from Church to Coney Weston Road. 

The builders building the new extension at 15 Church Gardens are using the footpath at the rear for access and churning up the path. Suffolk County Council are looking in to this.
8.2.6 Confirmation of Parish conference. 

The next Parish Conference will be held at Whelnetham Community Centre between 4 and 6:30pm on Thursday 29th April. The Clerk and Cllr Millett will try to attend.
8.2.7 Sewer problem in Barningham
An update has been received from Havebury Housing regarding the sewer problems. They will be undertaking some works. The Clerk will write and thank them for this update and ask for a copy of the CCTV inspection report when it becomes available.                          Action clerk

9      Accounts

9.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £411.16
Vicki Gay                                                             £489.01           

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £130.11
Vicki Gay                                                             £35.08
SLCC, Membership                                             £106.00
Suffolk Acre, membership                                   £25.00
Barningham Village Hall, hall hire                       £89.30

S.Wilson, expenses                                             £6.00                
Progress reports. For information, from: 

10. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt 
 The wall at the shop is still a problem. The Clerk will write again to head office regarding this.       
10.1 Tree Warden: Cllr Millett 
The broken slats on the wooden bridge have been replaced. Many thanks to Brian Lodge for his assistance. The birds are to be fed until the end of the month. The high hedge to be trimmed with Steve’s help in the next few weeks. The meadow will need cutting soon; Cllr Millett will approach John Wallace for assistance. Footpaths all Clear, apart from the problem behind the church that is being dealt with by SCC. There are horses back on the meadow but so far no problems.
10.2 Communications Officer: Cllr Callear. 
10.2.1Shop Local’ 

It will be possible to have links to local businesses via our website. Cllr Callear will look in to this further.

10.2.2 We have received a request to add a link from our website from the Airfield trust Cllr Callear will arrange for this to be added.
10.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings 

Cllr Cummins had no report to make.
10.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last

Cllr Last had no report to make.
10.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau 

Cllr Martineau was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.6 Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock: 
Cllr Bullock had no report to make.

10.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

Mowing has recently resumed in the village.  In 2009 I was both mowing and strimming in January and February.

The quiet start to this report period was topped up with more extensive pavement sweeping, particularly the grit and sand along Church Road.  There was also a large clear-up necessary in Drouts Lane.  I moved spoil from an interment in the New Cemetery for the first time since February 2009; Mr Webber at Home Farm has agreed to continue the arrangement to dispose of the spoil.

I also had to remove a bough from the wild hedge opposite the church as it was leaning over the pavement under the weight of ivy. 

10.8 Cemetery Working Party
A meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 14th April at 6pm to discuss what action is to be taken next.
Cllr Callear and the Clerk declared an interest in the next item but remained.
11.    St Edmundsbury Borough Council Local Development Framework

St Edmundsbury Borough Council is proposing a site adjacent to Millfields and the B1111 as a site for future development in the village.  There will be a joint drop in session with Stanton at Blackbourne Middle School between 4-7 with a presentation at 7pm on Thursday 13th May, hosted by St Edmundsbury Borough council to discuss the proposal.  This matter will be an agenda item at the Annual Parish meeting as well as the next Parish Council meeting.
 

12.    Hepworth Road Pavement. 
See under item 5.
13.   Suffolk Acre Housing needs 
Louise Wilby will drop the surveys off to Cllr Cummins on 22nd April for delivery with the April Newsletter. The Councillors were in agreement with the suggested covering letter that Cllr Last had proposed.
14.   Future development of Cricket Meadow. 
There was some disagreement about what would be the best use for this land bearing in mind its location and visibility. It was suggested that it may be sensible to look at the Parish Council acquiring some more land that might offer a more practical solution. The Clerk will look in to this.                                                                                                                       Action Clerk
15.  War Memorial. Conference update, to include cleaning and listed monument status
It is suggested that the memorial is maintained to prolong its life rather that try to keep it pristine. With this in mind a wash down with water, no detergents and soft sponges was considered appropriate. Cllr Cummins’s sons would like to undertake this work. The suggestion of ‘listing’ the memorial was considered. The Clerk will look in to this as well as finding a list of listed buildings in the village.                                                                                  Action Clerk 
16     Planning Matters To include any applications/decisions received since the agenda was posted. 
SE/10/0369 Simpson, 30 Bishops Croft, Erection of first floor extension (ii) provision of dormer window to side elevation. The Parish Council had no objection to this planning application as long as the obscured glass discussed under item 4 formed part of the planning conditions.
Granted SE/09/1568 15 Church Gardens
Minor amendment SE/07/1454 The house, Sandy Lane 
17     Correspondence for information To note the items listed below which have been 
circulated or will be available for inspection at the meeting. No action to be taken.

17.1 Annual Surface Clearance Programme 
17.2 Village of the year awards 2010

17.3 SALC correspondence. 

17.4 Wos up youth project

St Edmundsbury Borough Council is running Wos up again this year and has asked which afternoons or evenings are best. Any evening except Wednesday evenings (term time only) as this is when brownies meet. The best location would probably be the cricket meadow but permission would need to be sought from SCC regarding this. It may be possible to access the field via the school.
18. Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting None

19  Councillors reports and items for future agenda None
20. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

21. Date of next meeting:  Annual Parish Council meeting, to follow the Annual Parish meeting at approx 7.45pm on Wednesday 5th May 2010
22. To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:
22.1 Personnel Issues. None
22.2 Legal Issues. None   
No further business, Meeting closed: 
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