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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 10 September 2007 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
N Merriam (Vice Chairman), B Perks, K Knights, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), J Clover (SCC), V Clarkson (part of) (Suffolk Police) and 6 members of the public
Apologies: 
Accepted from S Sparrow, J Formby, C Wright 
1. Chairman’s Welcome: N Merriam as Vice Chairman opened the meeting
2. Declaration of Interest: N Merriam for Item 6 (1st bullet point) and B Perks for Item 9.2
3. Minutes of Meeting held 9 July 2007: The Minutes were approved and signed by the Vice Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 

· C Pearmain requested clarification on the eligibility of Wickham Skeith residents for Affordable Housing if they currently have equity in property.  A Stringer confirmed that allocation would depend on personal circumstances at the time of application/allocation.  Clerk to request a copy of Section 106 for previous development at St Andrews Close in order for such concerns to be built into Section 106 for the further proposed development.
· N Merriam reported that he had been contacted by a member of the parish regarding the anti-social behaviour of people fishing at The Grimmer.
5. Reports:

5.1. MSDC: A Stringer

· Planning Applications: Should future new housing be identified in the local plan, evidence to prove sustainability will need to form the core of the application.

· Affordable Housing: Cotton’s scheme of 4 dwellings is nearing completion with all allocated.
· Bin Contract: The Policy for Replacement Bins has now been ratified - new properties will have to pay for new bins and existing householders will have to pay for any replacement bins. 
· Snoasis Public Enquiry: Cost of enquiry has now topped £500,000 with Mid Suffolk taxpayers set to foot the bill – representations are being made to Government Minister regarding the unfairness of this situation.
5.2. SCC: J Clover

·  Unitary Status for Ipswich Borough: Additional information on the financial viability of the proposal is required.  If bid successful, costs will fall on SCC.
· Nuclear Power: SCC to respond to Government’s Consultation on the role of Nuclear Power – SCC support the principle of new nuclear plant in UK, conditioned on development of energy efficiency not jeopardised.
5.3. Suffolk Police: Vincent Clarkson (PCSO 3148), based at Debenham, will be making a visible presence on foot in Wickham Skeith, making himself known to members of the parish when on patrol.   
5.4. Parish Clerk

· Code of Conduct: WSPC have been added to the list of parishes to be included in the Code of Conduct Advertisement - The Standards Board and MSDC have been notified of adoption.

· Two copies of the Newsletter have been sent to SALC for entry into competition.

· M McCarthy had written, advising of a missing road sign which has now been replaced by SCC and making mention of the difficulties in hearing at the meetings - a new layout was being trialled at this meeting.
· Literature/notices were available on view with all other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.
5.5
Parish Councillors
· N Merriam thanked B Perks for strimming round The Green.
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6. Correspondence Received: 

· Local Development Framework Consultations: The land bids identified were discussed and it was agreed that K Knights will write independently.
· Lubbock Fine have written requesting the Annual Return – Clerk to submit following allocation of Treasurer
· Two invoices are now outstanding and will be settled following allocation of Treasurer

· MSDC are reviewing the Statement of Licensing Policy and have invited feedback.  The Council agreed that they would respond, indicating that they did not need to comment

· A letter has been received from The Standards Board regarding an allegation made against Councillor Perks – the current decision is to refer the allegation to an Ethical Standards Officer.
7. Election of Treasurer

J Formby declined to take the position of Treasurer.  N Merriam proposed K Knights as Treasurer and this was seconded by B Perks.  K Knights accepted the position.
8. Affordable Housing: Following the Consultation Event on 3 September 2007, Orwell Housing feel that there is local support for the scheme and propose to progress to a planning application.  A Stringer confirmed that members of the parish have signed up for this scheme.
9. Planning Matters:

9.1. Planning Applications (to include any applications received after publication of this Agenda):
9.1.1. Ref: 2380/07 – Hamlin, The Green: To fell one sycamore tree.  The Council agreed to support this application.
9.1.2. Ref: 2544/07 – 124 The Green: To pollard 3 poplars by 50% in height.  The Council agreed to support this application.
9.2. Planning Decisions

9.2.1. Ref: 1454/07 – Land rear of Pear Tree Cottage, Rose Lane: Proposed erection of two detached dwellings with garages and creation of new vehicular access from Rose Lane and change of use of part of paddock to the rear of the proposed dwellings to form garden land – Planning permission has been REFUSED.  

10. National Fishing Guidelines: B Perks confirmed that there are no rules relevant to fishing at The Grimmer, provided that in the event of a rod being used with either a hook or with the use of bait, a license is required for those over 12.  B Perks to reinstate sign.

11. Matters for next Agenda: 
· Parking for Fishing
12. Next Meeting: 12 November 2007 at 8.00 pm 
Meeting closed at 9.25 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










