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BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4 March 2009 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, D Pettitt, M Millett, K Cummings, P Callear, C Cllr J Spicer & B Cllr D Ray

Apologies for absence. 

W Martineau, C Bullock 

1. Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 4 February 2009 signed and approved as a correct record. 

Meeting Adjourned

2. Meeting Open to the Public

3. Report of County Councillor: J Spicer

3.1 Hepworth Road pavement

Four of the fourteen residents, written to, have responded to the letter sent by John Goodyear. Mr Goodyear has been off on sick leave and there is currently no date set to start work. Cllr Spicer will chase this up and push for a start date. 

3.2 Flooding Bardwell Road

It was considered a simple solution to this problem would be to move the existing drain to the lowest point. Cllr Pettit will draw a plan to show where he thinks the drain should be re-located to. This will be sent to Suffolk County Council for their consideration.                                                Action Cllr Pettitt

3.3 Flooding B1111

The B1111, between the bends and North Common Road, travelling towards Stanton has become badly flooded recently. It is felt that the ditch on the right hand needs some attention. The Clerk will report this to Suffolk County Council.                                                                                                       Action Clerk
3.4 Schools Organisation Review

The third and final phase of the consultation is about to start. This is the Thurston pyramid, which will include Barningham. 

3.5 Road Accident statistics

Cllr Spicer provided the Councillors with some statistics relating to Suffolk residents involved in Suffolk accidents, located by home postcode. The IP31 postcode, including Barningham, appeared to show a disproportionately high number of people having accidents, per population. Cllr Spicer will seek further data and discuss this further with the Councillors.

4. Report of Borough Councillor: D Ray

4.1 Cattle Market

Cllr Ray reported that the Cattlemarket Development would be opening on Thursday 5 March. Park and ride facilities would be provided, for this week only on Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

4.2 Countryside Forum – Parish Council conference

The Countryside Forum will be held on 1st April in the Council Chambers. Cllr Millett will try to attend. The Parish Conference will be held on 30th April at 4.00pm at Horringer Community Centre. Cllr Last and the Clerk will try to attend.                                                                                           Action Clerk

5. Report of Community Police Officer

No report received.

Meeting reconvened

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes

6.1 Hepworth Road footpath. See under Cllr Spicer’s report.

6.2 Land ownership, Cricket Meadow. 

The Clerk has had a reply from the executor of the late Mr Lingwood’s Estate, regarding land ownership at the Cricket Meadow. He will discuss this matter with his co-executors and get back to us in due course.

6.3 Memorial plots in Cemetery

The Clerk and Chairman met with two Garden Landscape companies to discuss the memorial plots in the New Cemetery. It was decided that the best course of action would be to remove the trees at the rear and replace them with a hedge. The Old Parsonage Garden Services, from Coney Weston, will be asked to undertake this work as they provided the most competitive quote. It will be asked if the chippings could be used for the paths in Aggies Piece. The contractor will liase with Cllr Millett regarding this. It was also agreed that, in order to enable the Cemetery to be a lawn cemetery that we should look at the possibility of levelling off the existing graves. As far as possible those residents who have relations buried there would be contacted, to see if they had any objections. It was also agreed that an area at the foot of the headstones would be made available for flowers and memorials. A notice will also be placed in the magazine and at the cemetery to advertise these proposals. To ensure the least amount of upset no work would be undertaken until a full consultation has taken place.

 6.4 Maintenance of Pound Corner. 

The Clerk is still waiting for Suffolk County Council to get back to her regarding a site meeting.

6.5 Streetlight Survey.

Richard Webster will attend the CCTV meeting on the 9th April to discuss our requirements. (See below)

6.6 CCTV
The Clerk has arranged a meeting for the 9th April at 12:30 with a specialist CCTV Company. Representatives from the shop, pub and school have been invited to attend. The Clerk will ask WPC Tate if she would also like to attend.                                                                                   Action Clerk
7. Chairman’s Report

7.1 Annual Parish Meeting

Following discussions with the Brownies it was agreed to start the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.20 and 

the Annual Parish Council meeting at 7.45.

7.2 Emergency Plan

A box with emergency equipment has been made up and will be kept in the village hall loft. The 

Chairman claimed her expenses for this, under L.G.A. 1972.ss.15(5) and 34(5).

8.Clerk’s Report.

8.1 Spar shop.

The Clerk will write to the head office to say that we note that the car park has been resurfaced and to enquire as to when the works for the disabled access will commence.                                Action Clerk
9. Play Area. 

9.1 Gate

The clerk met with R.W Engineering to discuss installing a higher gate, which will be locked at night and 

re-opened in the morning, in a bid to reduce the antisocial behaviour in the area. Cllr Cummings offered

to lock and unlock the gate daily.   An article will be put in the magazine advising residents of these 

arrangements and the residents of Hopton Road will also all receive a note. The gate, to supply 

only will be £295 plus vat with an additional £175 plus vat if the existing spring cannot be reused. The 

Clerk will ask Elite fencing to erect the gate at the same time that they carry out the ground works.                                                                    

                                                                                                                 Action Cllrs Last Callear/Clerk  

9.2 Groundwork’s. 

This is still ongoing.

10. Youth Shelter
Combination Football/basketball Goal

The Clerk is still waiting to hear from the Parks Officer at St Edmundsbury Borough Council regarding the above matter; this will be discussed again at the next meeting.

11. Community Emergency Plan: Cllr Last

It was agreed to remove this item from future agendas.

12. Report from Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Last

Cllr Last had no report to make.

13. Report from Warden, Aggie’s Piece, to Include Footpaths and Trees: Cllr Millett

13.1 Aggies Piece

Someone is staying in a caravan at Aggies Piece. It was agreed to inform the police of this matter. 

Two Walnut trees are to be planted tomorrow. Steve has been helping with maintenance and there has been an offer of help from a villager.

13.2 Footpaths and Trees

Footpaths are all clear. They will be strimmed by Suffolk County Council in May, but will needing doing before then.

Cllr Millett is attending a Tree Warden seminar this Saturday at Lackford Lakes. There will be speakers from the Borough on Conservation, Bats and Tree preservation.

13.3 New Cemetery

See under item6.3

14. Report from Communications Officer: Cllr Callear

Cllr Callear had no report to make.

15. Report from Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings

Cllr Cummings had no report to make.

16.Village Caretakers report

The pace has picked up a little since my last report.  The warmer weather has meant that more mowing has been necessary, especially around the Village Hall.

I have removed some roots and fallen tree trunks, which were causing a trip hazard on the Aggie’s Piece footpath, and in so doing I uncovered a four-foot-long iron spike, which was buried in the roots with its point exposed at ankle height.  I have also spread some dry leaves on stretches of the footpath that had suffered from the rain.  I am hoping to help Cllr Millett to spread chippings and plant trees this week.

The replacement strap for the toddlers’ swing has not yet arrived but the Borough Inspector has fitted a temporary replacement, which we will keep for future emergencies.

The slow start to the year means that there are plenty of hours available for me to undertake secondary work.

17. Boundary committee local Government Review

Correspondence from Suffolk County Council and SALC was circulated amongst the Councillors.
18. Local Development Framework Core Strategy 

No correspondence received                          

18. Planning Matters

SE/09/0144 Mrs June Ellis, The Cottage, Hepworth Road, Barningham. (i) Erection of single storey dwelling (ii) construction of new access with associated parking. No Objection

19.Correspondence

St Edmundsbury Borough Council next Parish Conference will be held on Thursday 30th April. Cllr Last and the clerk will try to attend.

Havebury Housing has sent information regarding ‘improving places’ funding. It was suggested that this might offer some funding towards the CCTV if it goes ahead. 

20. Accounts

20.1 Review of internal audit procedures.

The Clerk completed a quarterly budget report and provided the Councillors with an up to date bank statement. It was agreed a working party should be formed to keep an eye on internal audit procedures. This will be put on the April agenda for further discussion. It was agreed to employ Sally Reeder to carry out the formal internal audit of accounts prior to their submission to the external auditor.

20.2 Allocations of donations

It was agreed to make a £40 donation to each of the following:

Age concern.

St Nicholas Hospice

Newstalk.

Suffolk accident and Rescue.

Victim support.

Vitialise

This is under section 137 of the 1972 L.G.A. 
20.3 Precept Payment

The Precept payment was confirmed for 2009/10 and was for the amount requested by the Council

20.4 Playing Field Grounds Maintenance

The cost of the annual grounds maintenance, by Suffolk County Council was confirmed for the financial year 2009/2010 as £1020.58 (excluding vat)
20.5 The following accounts were approved for payment:

Steve Wilson                                                                       £412.35

Vicki Gay                                                                             £472.72

H M Revenue & Customs Only                                           £127.74

Vicki Gay                                                                             £32.96

Playdale, bolt covers                                                           £8.05

Brenda Last, chairman’s expenses.                                     £49.77

21. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow)

Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

22. Questions to the Chair

It was reported that there is a big pothole near the phone box in Church road.                 Action Clerk

23. Date of next meeting: 1 April 2009

No further business, meeting closed.
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