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SOMERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2009.
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.

Present: Councillors - Richard Browne (RB), Terry Fordham (TF), Penny Pearson (PP), Vic Pryke (VP), Barbara Tottle (BT), District Councillor Stephen Wright, (SW), and Colin Burrows (CB), 3 members of the public and for part of meeting - County Councillor Julia Truelove, PCSO V Whitrow
	Subject
	Discussion/Agreement
	Action

	09/01  Election of Chairman

	
	Chris Mills was nominated as Chairman for 2009/2010, proposed  PP, seconded TF, was duly elected and took the chair.  Declaration of Office signed. 
CM thanked colleagues for his election and expressed appreciation to RB for his service as Chairman for last 2 years.
	

	09/02  Co-option of New Councillor

	
	Councillors agreed unanimously to co-opt Barbara Tottle.  Chairman welcomed her to the council and thanked her for joining. Declaration of Office signed. 

	09/03  Apologies for Absence

	
	Janet Hodge (JH).   

	09/04 Election of Officers

	i) Vice Chairman
	 RB was nominated, proposed VP, seconded TF  and duly elected.
	

	ii)SALC Representative


	PP happy to continue as SALC representative, proposed TF, seconded VP.   
	

	iiI) MSDC Parish Liaison Representative
	 CM nominated, proposed PP, seconded  TF.
	

	iv) Community Association reporter
	TF happy to carry on as Community Association reporter.  Proposed RB , seconded VP.
	

	v)  Village Hall Representative
	RB happy to continue as Village Hall representative. Proposed VP , seconded PP.
	

	vi)  Footpaths Representative
	PP happy to continue as Footpaths representative.  Proposed  TF, seconded   RB
	

	vii)  Trustees of Somersham Town Land Charity
	Nominations received from Chris Mills, Gavin Hodge and Graham Amiss who had all agreed to act as Trustees of the charity for 2009/212.  CM declared an interest for this item and did not vote.  Nominations approved by all other councillors.
	

	09/05  Previous Meeting’s Minutes

	i) Last Meeting’s Minutes
	PP asked for amendment on paragraph 4 (iv) in the minutes of the meeting of  4th March 2009 to read…a long discussion ensued on whether the community shop project should have a grant or a loan.  The Board of Directors will control distribution of any profits….  Subject to this amendment  the minutes were approved.   Proposed  RB, seconded VP.
	

	ii) Action points
	None 
	

	09/06  Parish Administration

	i)  Declaration of Interests
	CM for item 09/04 (vii). 
	

	ii) Annual Parish Meeting
	No matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting.
	

	ii) Clerk’s Report
	Clerk’s report had been circulated.  Following question from Clerk, suggested was Mr Pryke of Bramford.   Some tiles on the roof are loose and need attention as well.
	Clerk to obtain quote from Mr Pryke



	09/07  Safety and Security

	i) Police
	PCSO Whitrow reported:- 

· 2 crimes reported since last meeting

· Air rifle – presently being used in village, warned of danger/law.

· Rogue traders week- advice of avoiding being exploited.

· Cycle training to start soon.

· Have your say

· Speeding – 700 motorists caught in Suffolk

CB asked about speed signs.  PCSO Whitrow replied they were being trialled as part of a survey in several locations.
	

	ii) Neighbourhood Watch
	Colin Burrows reported:-

March 

· 2 vehicle crimes

· Shed break in

· Diesel theft from lorry

· Diesel theft from bowser.

April

· Burglary tennis club

· Seat on playing field damaged

· Overhead lights in arena damaged

· Disturbance in Mill Lane
	

	iii) Traffic/Speeding Concerns
	Clerk had received emails from several residents who all considered the speed signs effective.  After discussion agreed that to contact SCC requesting consideration of permanent signs and 20mph speed limit throughout village.  Report to next meeting.
	Write to Brian Lomax.  cc JT.

Agenda next meeting

	09/08  Parish Liaison

	i) County Councillor’s Report
	Councillor Truelove’s report included:-

· Her report was the same as at the APM.

· SCC has preparations in place for Swine Flu. 

· Vehicle Activated Signs – proved very useful.  Under Community Board arrangements a budget will be available across the Division.  Although this will not be available for some time,  JT will  support parish council efforts to find a solution. 
	

	ii) District Councillor’s report
	Councillor Wright’s report included:-

· MSDC/SCC now in discussions to  look at improvements to A14 Claydon junction. 

· Incinerator – Energy from Waste grant from Government will be applicable, but only 5% of waste is suitable for incineration.. 

· Snoasis – seems to be a problem with  planning conditions,  but unsure what exactly is happening.  

· Cllr. Wright is standing for SCC elections in June.
	

	iii) SALC Liaison Meeting 
	PP had attended a meeting in March which discussed SALC training, members info/exchange.  Children’s holiday scheme run by Police/District and County Council.  A reduction in crime was reported. Several Somersham children attended.  Will be seeking donation for the next one.

Boundary Committee -   please respond.  
	

	iv) MSDC Parish Liaison Meeting
	RB reported on the parish liaison meeting held in March which covered:-

Local Government Review in Suffolk

MSDC Budget – how and why

Community Boards

June election arrangements.
	

	v) Community Shop
	RB reported fundraising continues, with £50k pledged. A site has been agreed in principle by the Community Association.  Still waiting to hear from MSDC Planning Department.  Meeting to be held with architect next week for guidance on building type.
	

	vi)  Consultations
	a) Improving out of hours care – RB  will complete

b) Stowmarket Action Plan  - no comments
	

	09/09  Finance

	i) Accounts 2008/9
	Final accounts for 2008/9 were explained and approved.  Proposed  TF, seconded  PP. 
	

	ii) Annual Governance Statement
	Clerk summarised the Governance Statement on the Annual Return which was approved.  Proposed TF, seconded  RB
	

	ii) Audit 2008/9
	The appointment of the Internal Auditor was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk should approach Sue Hobson who had carried out the audit for the past 3 years.   The council agreed the fee for carrying out the internal audit as £50.  Proposed  VP seconded PP.
	

	iii)   I & E Statement 
	No comments were made on the content. 
	

	iv) Review of Annual subscriptions
	It was agreed to continue membership of Suffolk ACRE, SALC and the Suffolk Preservation Society.  Proposed  VP, seconded  RB.
	

	v)  Donation to PCC towards churchyard maintenance
	A request had been received from the Parochial Church Council for financial support in maintaining the churchyard.  Agreed to grant £500 to the PCC for the 2009 grass cutting season with the recommendation to look at alternative contractors.  Proposed RB, seconded TF.  
	

	vi)  Cheque Requisitions
	2009/10 SALC Subscription - £278.40
Village Hall  hire 1/4-  £8.00
2009/10 Suffolk ACRE Subscription - £25.00 

Proposed PP , seconded  VP
	

	09/10 Parish Development

	i) Planning applications 


	0833/09 9 Park Cottages  – two storey side and single storey rear extension.  The 3 councillors who attending a site visit had no objections.
	

	ii)  Planning decisions
	0833/09 9 Park Cottages – as above – approved
	

	iii) Affordable Housing
	TF reported letter received from MSDC.  Both the latest and the earlier letter dated 12th November 2008 to be circulated to every councillor for discussion at the next meeting. 
	Letters to be circulated.

	09/11  Recreation and Services

	i) Village Hall
	RB reported contractor to repair bubbling in floor. New hot water system fitted.  AGM to take place on  24 June
	

	ii) Community Association
	TF reported AGM held in March.  CA still solvent mainly from football and bar profits. Cover on light broken.  New area of grass being treated with fertiliser
	

	09/12   Environment

	i) Footpaths
	PP had received a letter of apology from RoW Officer.  No other problems.
	

	09/13  Communication

	i) Items for Village Newsletters
	No new suggestions
	

	ii) Correspondence
	a) Wattisham Open Day 11th July – invitations for a limited number of Somersham residents to be sent.

b) SALC  Surveys  PP to complete SALC service survey, CM to complete SALC  council survey

MSDC LGR letter – same as last time.
	Send second letter.

	iii) Councillors reports
	PP had received some dog signs  and requested suitable locations.

RB had received an invitation to the Licensing of Rev. Canon Bernard Rose on 2nd June.  Would attend if no-one else wished to go. 
	


	Public Participation
	Parishioner asked if any action could be taken against dog owners who do not clean up after their dogs.  Problem areas to be monitored.
	To be added to Link article.


The meeting closed at 9.43 pm  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30pm on the 3rd June 2009 in the Committee Room, Village Hall. 
Signed:                                                    (Chairman)            Dated:
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