Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Monday 11th January, 2010

in the Parish Rooms, Grundisburgh

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.

Present:- Messrs. A.Billings,  P.Brunning, D.Crowe (in the chair), J.Dunnett, J.Goddard, G.Hartfall, R.Youngman, Mrs.J.Bignell, Mrs.J.Crowe, Mrs.S.Grahn, Mrs.A.Willetts, County Councillor.P.Bellfield, PC S.Brett and 2 members of the public.

1.   Apologies for absence     Mrs.A.Garrod, District Councillor I. Jowers.
2.   To receive member’s declarations of interest    No interests were declared
3.   Minutes -The minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th November, 2009 had been circulated and were therefore taken as read.   It was proposed by Mrs.Crowe seconded by Mr.Billings, to unanimous approval, that these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

Matters arising 
3.1  Village Green Telephone Kiosk   The Clerk reminded the meeting that at the previous meeting a resolution was passed that the Council, provided BT painted the Kiosk, should accept BT’s offer of adoption and should ask whether electricity would continue to be provided to the kiosk.  A Norfolk Council were shocked when they were informed that they would have to pay £200 per annum for electricity to be provided. 

Although BT has issued a work number there is no money available to paint the kiosk in the current financial year despite the fact that the state of the kiosk was brought to BT’s attention in July 2009.   The Clerk suggested to BT that if they provided the paint the Council would arrange painting or would even purchase the paint if BT would provide the paint specification.   BT refused the offer saying that they could only provide the paint specification and give the Council the authority to paint the Kiosk if the Council adopted it.
Mr.Robert Scrimgeour, District Council’s Senior Design & Conservation Officer, is coordinating Suffolk Coastal village’s response to the BT offer.   The Clerk informed him that the Council were getting increasingly frustrated by BT’s attitude.   
Mr. Scrimgeour will contact BT and as a last resort he will serve a Listing Building Order - the Kiosk is Grade 11 listed.    The Clerk said that there now seemed to be no advantage in adopting.   Adopted kiosks have the telephony removed; the council would have a substantial electricity charge to pay plus maintenance costs and will have to find a use for it.     If things are left as they are the telephony will stay and BT will continue maintain it.  
Out of 42 parishes contacted by the District Council only 13 are willing to adopt.   After the news filters through that there will be substantial electricity charges the 13 may change their minds.  Most want the telephony to remain.   
3.2  Old School Housing      Mrs.Willetts reported that the Clerk had written to Mr.David Smyth, English Churches Housing Group (ECHG) Performance Manager on the 21st November, 2009 detailing the problems besetting tenants of the Old School which had not been resolved.   He had been reminded that there were local craftsmen and contractors who could respond to maintenance issues more effectively than those coming from afar.  It was pleasing to note that a local contractor is being employed to maintain the gardens and a local electrician, of the tenants choosing, has carried out work on his flat.   A structural survey is soon to be carried out - a report is expected mid February and ECHG are in the process of exploring the potential for the installation of gas central heating and secondary double glazing.   Mr.Dunnett suggested that £500 earmarked for Environmental improvements could be used for this purpose.   There are several other outstanding issues which need resolving.
3.3  Woodbridge Road Footpath B0179    Following a request by Mr & Mrs.Green the Clerk contacted the Highways Officer dealing with requests for footpaths to see how this proposed footpath stood in the priority rating.    The methodology of rating footpath requests has changed although the outcome is similar.
Footpath Schemes are now prioritised on a county wide basis using two factors - need and safety.
· Need looks at the number of properties at the origin and the type of location at the destination for journeys.
· Safety looks at issues such as the type, width, use and pedestrian accident record of the road, and the availability of step-off points and visibility.

These two factors are used to provide a points category rating. 
Once a scheme has been given a rating its priority is further refined by assessing issues such as (not in order of preference)
· The number of people likely to use it

· Whether land is required
· Whether alteration is needed to statutory undertakers (telephone, electricity, gas etc.) equipment

· The environmental impact (loss of hedging, trees etc) and

· Cost.

The proposal for a footway alongside the B1079 in Grundisburgh recognises the school, village centre and bus stop as destinations for those walking along Woodbridge Road.   The length of time a footway has been under consideration does not influence its priority.  
Matters arising cont… 

The Woodbridge Road footpath scores 34.8 points and is 118th in the priority rating list.   The present day construction cost, excluding the cost of land, is £130,000.   At the current rate of 9 footpaths being built annually it will be 13 years before this footpath is completed   30 new request are received annually and some of these may have greater priority.     The Clerk has informed Mr & Mrs.Green.

The Dorney Wood to the Bus Shelter proposed footpath scores 58 points and is provisionally due to be built 2010/2011.  The same provisos apply.  

Both footpath requests will remain in the Outstanding Items section of the minutes.
3.4  Litter    The Clerk asked the Olde Forge Stores if they would kindly replace the litter bin which used to be situated outside the Store.   To date he has not received a reply.  He wrote to Mr.Watkinson, who had asked for more bins to be installed, explaining the efforts the Council are making to reduce the litter problem.

4.   Police Matters      PC Shaun Brett reported that during the month of December there was only one recorded crime for Grundisburgh – 3 in the same period in 2009.   No crimes were reported for Culpho.  He will be working on the late shift this week and will spend some time checking whether vehicles are secure and that no items are visible.    The current police priority is public engagement.  He distributed Community Engagement Forms and will deposit more in Grundisburgh Post Office. 

A Safer Neighbourhood Community Engagement meeting is being held at the Village Hall, Humber Doucy Lane, Rushmere St Andrew between 6.30pm- 7.15pm on Thursday, 14th January 2010.  All members of the public are invited to attend to discuss local issues and set neighbourhood priorities with Police and Partners. 
5.   District Councillor’s Report      No report
6.   County Councillor’s Report     Mr.Bellfield said the County Council Highways Department gritting lorries were doing an excellent job in very difficult conditions.  There were concerns at the lack of salt.   To conserve supplies P1 roads such as the C323 and B1079 will be treated with a mixture of sand and salt whereas P2 roads -Stoney Road - will be treated with sand only.
He would be pleased to assist in the progress of the Scheme to inhibit vehicles using the Parish Rooms Ford and the renewed application for a speed limit in Charity Lane.
The three District Councils may appeal to the Supreme Court against their recent failed High Court action to widen the choice of new structures for local government in Suffolk.

The County Council was awarded a “performing well” 3 Star appraisal and has been short listed for the Greenest County.  CSD was short listed on three counts for performance.  

7.   Correspondence   An Email was received from Mr.Kevin Woods, Just 42, who said he was still looking for a place/an area which certain disaffected young people might call ‘their space’.  He was aware that some of our young were causing a noise nuisance.  A space/shelter with suitable funding might meet their need to congregate - the noise might then be focussed.   Past suggestions have meant using existing buildings but this does not allow the young people to ‘make it their own’. They are only another user.   He asked when the next time a bid might be made.   The Clerk said that he was not aware of a noise problem in Grundisburgh.    It was agreed that if funding became available this could be considered by the Council. 
8.   Grundisburgh & Culpho Village Matters
8.1  Sand Bins  The Clerk had received a request for a Sand Bin to be placed on the verge at the entrance to Gurdon Road.    Mr.Youngman proposed seconded by Mr.Dunnett, to unanimous approval, that a bin should be installed
8.2  Snow clearing    For the first time in many years Mr. Pryke is clearing snow around the village. A budget provision was made in the past but discontinued as it was not needed.  It was agreed to add £300 to the current budget.   
9.   Grundisburgh War Memorial Restoration    Mr.Brunning recommended accepting a quotation from Charles Clarke & Son (Builders) Ltd of £1,440 to restore the base and steps of the Memorial .  A grant of £720 grant (50%) has been awarded by the War Memorials Trust. Mr.Brunning proposed seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to unanimous approval, that the Council accepts Clarke’s quotation. 
10.  Grundisburgh Playing Field – Proposed new management structure      The Clerk reported that he proposed amendments to the Playing Field Charity Commission Scheme in which the Management Committee would be formed from three/four representatives from the Parish Council, who have volunteered to fill the offices of Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary; three members elected at the Management Committee’s AGM; and one ex officio member Lord Cranworth.   The Committee would have the powers to co-opt up to two members.

Grundisburgh Playing Field – Proposed new management structure cont…      

The users would take no part in the overall management of the Field but concern themselves solely with the running of their sections. They would be responsible for meeting the running and maintenance costs of the facilities they use and this would need to be enshrined in a signed agreement between the user and the Management Committee.  

These changes would need the approval of the current Playing Field Management Committee before submission to Fields in Trust the owners of the Field.    The Clerk proposed that if the process reached this stage then, as this could be a long drawn out process, the “committee in waiting” should tackle some of the more urgent work needed on the field.  Funding was available under the Play Space Contributions Scheme for items concerning children's play. 

· painting the swing barrier at the entrance to the Field 
· dealing with items that need attention from the last Play Area Inspection Report 

· provide a hard surface for the basket ball area 
· marking out a junior football pitch and providing  goal posts and nets 

· painting some of the children's play equipment. 

· removing paint from the Pavilion Walls 
· removing graffiti from storage containers
Mr.Billings proposed seconded by Mr.Goddard, to unanimous approval that the Clerk’s proposals be approved.

11.   Parish Plan Action Plan Implementation    Mr. Goddard reported that a working group had finished the work of reviewing the Action Points which left only 9 out of 57 “ongoing”.    
It was agreed that Action 35. The Parish Council actively to approach Social Services and private organisations to build accommodation for the elderly and disabled in Grundisburgh should be an agenda item at the March meeting.   He thanked Mrs.Irene Brunning and the Clerk.   The Clerk would write to Mrs.Brunning.     Next review date July 2010.
12    Financial Matters

12.1  Minutes of a meeting of the Finance Sub Committee held on 4th December, 2009   The minutes had been circulated to all members and were therefore taken as read.   It was proposed by Mr.Brunning seconded by Mrs.Bignell with the unanimous approval of those present at the meeting, that they be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

12.2  Budget & Precept 2010/11   The minutes, containing the recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee, and a proposed budget had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.    It was proposed by Mrs.Willetts seconded by Mr.Youngman, that the recommendations of the Finance Sub Committee as detailed in the proposed budget should be approved.    Mrs.Willetts proposed seconded by Mr.Goddard to unanimous approval that £480 allocated to the Youth Club for Room Hire be increased to £600.

12.3  Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time
Mr.C.Hammond



  £71.99  Staining Village Green Posts and painting Finger Sign Post

BDO Stoy Hayward LLP


£155.25  Audit Fee 2008/9

Reg Snook



£279.45  40 A4 prints of portraits of Grundisburgh people – folder and inserts

Robert Fletcher



  £69.00  Village Green Grass Cutting September

Ashwell Signs


           £1,207.50  Refurbishment of Village Sign panels

S.C.Pearce & Sons Ltd


£455.00  Refurbishment of Village Sign

Mr.J.Ager



£615.00  Clerk’s Salary October/November






  £49.66  Clerk’s Expenses





£116.69  HP Colour Laser 2550 Cyan & Magenta Cartridges

SALC




  £28.75  Councillors Practical Workshop – Mr.Crowe

Mr.R.Fletcher



  £69.00  Village Green Grass Cutting October 

It was proposed by Mrs.Crowe seconded by Mr.Brunning, to unanimous approval, that these payments be ratified.
12.4  Emergency payments were made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders
Suffolk County Council                                  £684.41  Playing Field Grass Cutting 2009
Mrs.S.Grahn                                                      £34.55  Christmas Walk 2009 Expenses

Mr.D.Crowe                                                       £45.79  Travel Expenses

Mr.Iain Langdon                                              £104.72  Christmas Tree & Lights

Mr.R.Fletcher                                                   £196.50  Village Green Grass Cutting Nov – repair post & rail
Financial Matters cont…

12.5  Other payments requiring approval
Society of Local Council Clerks

  £82.00  Annual Subscription

Mr.J.Ager



£615.00  Clerk’s Salary December 2009/January 2010






£118.19  Clerk’s Expenses 20/11/09 – 06/01/10
                                                                          £35.40  A4 Paper and C5 envelopes
                                                                          £69.39  Colour Laser Jet 2550 Yellow Cartridge 
R.J.Isbell & Son (East Anglia) Ltd                £100.00  Allotment Rent 2010 

It was proposed by Mr.Billings seconded by Mrs.Willetts to unanimous approval, that these payments be made.

12.6  Account Balances as at 11th January, 2010
Business Tracker Account


  £4,968.26 
Current Account



  £1,326.36

Post Office Investment Account

£19,974.70

VAT to claim



     £576.61
Total




£26,845.93

12.7  Budget Report    The Clerk presented the report – copy attached.     
13. Highway Matters  The Chairman reported that he had met County Council Highways Officer Mr.Luke Barber to review outstanding requests for speed restrictions, visiting the sites, and other road safety issues.     

· C364Otley Road/Charity Lane  Mr.Barber will ask the speed limit panel to reconsider a speed limit – a 40mph speed limit might be considered slightly more appropriate to the level of development rather than a continuation of the village 30mph speed limit.   A more deliverable scheme might be enhanced road markings and road signs to create a zone.
· U3335 Stoney Road  Due to the severity of the bend at Ablitts Meadow it would be suitable for enhanced bend warning signs or chevrons although like the C364 Otley Road/Charity Lane a good current safety would prevent funding these measures at this time.

· Chapel Lane  Mr.Barber is passing on the council’s concerns about vehicles using the lane dangerously to the Network Improvement Team to see whether they have any plans for this location.

A report on the progress of Speedwatch would be included on the March meeting’s agenda.

14.  Proposed Safety Scheme for Parish Rooms Ford   Mr. Brunning explained the plan devised by Highways Officer Mrs.Sam Harvey which had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.   If the plan was to be executed a Traffic Order would have to be applied for which would entail a public consultation.  It would also be publicised in the “News”.    
Concerns were expressed that the area might be disfigured by more street furniture; that stopping vehicles entering from the Woodbridge Road would encourage speeding from vehicles entering from Stoney Road and that vehicles leaving the Old School and Church would have to drive through the ford.   He asked members to let the Clerk have their views by the 
23rd January.  The Highways Committee would then review the plan in light of comments received.    Lord Cranworth would be informed.  
15.  Planning Report
15.1  Application withdrawn
C09/1423  Ancient House, Burgh Corner, Grundisburgh  Erection of two bay cart lodge and attached log store

15.2  New applications
C09/1881 6 Wood Farm Cottages, Wood Farm Road, Culpho   Erection of two storey rear extension and single storey side extension (renewal of extant permission reference C06/2155)

C09/1923  The Cottage, Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh   Erection of outbuilding

C09/1979  10 Thompson Close, Grundisburgh  Erection of single-storey side/rear extension & conversion of garage

C09/2004  Cart Lodge, Finndale House, Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh  Internal changes to dwelling & conversion of cart lodge into studio.

15.3  Applications approved by Suffolk Coastal District Council  since last meeting
C09/1411  Workshop Cottage, Woodbridge Road, Grundisburgh.  Continuation of use of annexe as separate dwelling contrary to condition 06 of planning permission C88/0542 & alterations to existing vehicular access.
C09/1548  The Bungalow, Chapel Road, Grundisburgh.   Erection of single-storey extension
C09/1673  The Coach House, The Green, Grundisburgh.   Erection of bay window on rear elevation and insertion of roof light on front roof slope

C09/1674  The Coach House, The Green, Grundisburgh.   Internal and external alterations including insertion of internal walls, replacement of staircase, erection of bay window and insertion of rear window and roof light on front elevation – Listed Building consent.

Planning Report cont…
15.4  C08/1854  Land South of Grundisburgh Road, Tuddenham St.Martin   Change of use of agricultural land to parkland burial site with provision for informal public access and creation of new vehicular access.

The Inspectors decision of the applicants appeal against the District Council’s refusal of this application is still awaited.
15.5  Grundisburgh Draft Conservation Area Appraisal   Mrs.Willetts commented that the  Suffolk Coastal District Council’s report  recognises that “traffic on Woodbridge Road is a major problem bringing very large vehicles through narrow winding lanes” but this has been brought about by the District Council’s failure to enforce planning conditions on the generators of such traffic.  The District Council has powers which it is not using.  She read her response to the appraisal which was unanimously approved.
16.  Annual Parish Meeting 2010  It was agreed that the 2010 meeting should be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
20th April and that the Line Dancing Club should be asked if they would kindly use the Primary School on this occasion.  The Parish Council paying for the hire.
It was also agreed to ask Reg Snook to be the principle speaker and the following village organisations asked to give reports.   Sir William Brampton Gurdon Cottage Trust, St.Mary’s Church, Baptist Church, St.Botolph’s Church.
Guides/Brownies, Golden Club, What’s on in Grundisburgh News Group, Noble Rotters, Grundisburgh & District News. 
Mrs Hyde will be asked to provide refreshments.

17.  Public Open Forum    As members of the public wished to address the meeting Mr.Billings proposed seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to unanimous approval, that the formal meeting be temporarily suspended.        The following items were raised:

· The Scouts thanked the Council for a grant to purchase equipment

· The litter bin on the Village Green bush shelter needed lowering for easier access.

· The Grundisburgh & District News would be published quarterly in the future.  The next issue would be published on the 27th February.  The following issue will be published in May.

18.  Save our Rural Roads Campaign     Mrs.Willetts reported that SORR had made a formal submission to the Ombudsman complaining about Suffolk Coastal District Council’s failure to enforce planning conditions at Debach Enterprises and Gressingham Foods.  
19.  S.A.L.C. Report    Mr.Goddard reported that he had attended the last area meeting at which the performance of Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Council’s Planning Departments had been severely criticised.  
20.  Conservation & Footpaths Report     Mrs.Grahn reported that 15 walkers turned out for the Christmas Moon Lit walk to Burgh on the 16th December despite the atrocious weather  and 6 turned out for the monthly walk on the 10th January when the weather was even worse.     Next Conservation & Footpaths Committee Meeting will be held on the 1st March.
21.  Outstanding Items
21.1  Proposed footpaths B1079 Woodbridge Road,  Ipswich Road C323 “Dorney Wood” to Pound Corner Bus Shelter   . 

Footpath Schemes are prioritised on a county wide basis using two factors - need and safety.
· Need looks at the number of properties at the origin and the type of location at the destination for journeys.
· Safety looks at issues such as the type, width, use and pedestrian accident record of the road, and the availability of step-off points and visibility.

These two factors are used to provide a points category rating. 
Once a scheme has been given a rating its priority is further refined by assessing issues such as (not in order of preference)
· The number of people likely to use it

· Whether land is required
· Whether alteration is needed to statutory undertakers (telephone, electricity, gas etc.) equipment

· The environmental impact (loss of hedging, trees etc) and

· Cost.

The proposal for a footway alongside the B1079 in Grundisburgh recognises the school, village centre and bus stop as destinations for those walking along Woodbridge Road.   The length of time a footway has been under consideration does not influence its priority.  
The B1079 footpath scores 34.8 points and is 118th in the priority rating list.   The present day construction cost, excluding the cost of land, is £130,000.   At the current rate of 9 footpaths being built annually it will be 13 years before this footpath is completed   30 new request are received annually and some of these may have greater priority.  

The Dorney Wood to the Bus Shelter proposed footpath scores 58 points and is provisionally due to be built 2010/2011.  The same provisos apply.  

Outstanding Items cont…

21.2  B1079 Half Moon Lane crossing   A scheme to create a pedestrian crossing has been delayed as a resident was not willing to release land.   An alternative scheme is being investigated   

21.3  Parish Plan Action Points Progress Report    Will be reviewed again July 2010. 
22.  Any other business 
22.1  Suffolk Record Office    The Clerk has lodged the following in the Grundisburgh Civil Records at the Suffolk Records Office

· Parish Plan 2006 Report

· Parish Plan 2006 Young Peoples Report
22.2  Grundisburgh Village Archive     The Clerk has lodged the following in the Archive

· Oral History Records

22.3  Police    Mr.Goddard explained that the  HMI had  given Suffolk Constabulary a poor report based on what it perceived  to be a lack of community engagement.    Various measures are being taken, including monthly community engagement meetings in various villages - the first at Rushmere St.Andrews on the 14th January – previously reported.   12PT meetings have been suspended for five months whilst these measures are being implemented.
22.4  2010 Meeting dates    March 8,  May 10, July 12,  September 13,  November 8  all meetings in the Parish Rooms except for the July meeting which will be held in St.Botolph’s Church, Culpho.   All meetings start at 7.30pm.

23.   Co-option of New Member for Grundisburgh  (Closed Session)     It was agreed that a decision should be deferred until the March meeting.   This will give time for the position to be advertised in the parish notice boards, What’s on in Grundisburgh News Group and the Grundisburgh & District News – deadline for next edition 10th February. 
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