Priorities – Question & Answers
Priority 1 – We will promote healthy lifestyles for children in order to reduce childhood obesity
Q: Is there an awareness of the cross priority issues involved, such as transport and access for rural areas?

A: With rural access, this is an issue that is tackled under early intervention initiatives, so the need is acknowledged.
Q: Shouldn’t this initiative start earlier than Year 6?

A: Yes, breast-feeding is really the point that healthy eating practices should start. 
Q: With this initiative being education based, how much recognition is there of the need to support adults and parents?

A: This is indeed the question we are asking organisations – What can be done to help parents? We are working towards finding best methods. 
Q: Ensuring ethnic minority issues are understood, is there a recognition of culturally appropriate services?

A: The next stage of development includes applying priorities to cultural settings, and there is recognition of the need to draw on people’s expertise.

Priority 2 – We will promote programmes which support emotional well-being for all children and develop enhanced services which help build resilience in vulnerable groups of children and young people
No questions

Priority 3 – We will prioritise preventative work with families where children are likely to be at risk from harm or neglect, including as a result of domestic violence and/or substance misuse by parents
Q: With domestic violence, inherent characteristics have been identified that can make people more susceptible. Are there any initiatives to work towards early stage interventions?
A: There is a hidden nature to a lot of this, and the focus for C&YP is thinking broadly what will work, so this is a possibility.
Q: There are general concerns because of a lack of stability from long term funding for community projects across the board. This can have negative impacts, such as In practice experienced staff are being lost as a result of job and project instability. 
A: Commissioning is doing things around the Children’s Fund and is in the process of making decisions soon, these comments will be fed back.

(Key point - Use these 11 priorities when asking for funding , as there is a need to be tighter on tenders and priorities will be a strong lever)

Priority 4 – We will address children and young people’s expressed concerns about bullying to increase their confidence and feelings of safety
Q:  There is a need to look more holistically on racism and bullying in the context of family, plus disability, sexuality etc….
A: We acknowledge we need to know much more, that there is a real need to establish a wider context.

Priority 5 – We will ensure that young people at risk of being homeless receive support and advice which keeps them safe and enables them to move to independent living
Q: There is a need for more recognition when young people say they are homeless. There are chronic under resources, such as a lack of rooms available, plus restrictions to access if using drugs/alcohol.

A: This is a priority and there is lots of discussion at the moment.

Q: Need for advocacy service for ‘looked after’ children who go on to independent living – at 16 not child therefore not homeless?  Is there a need for a better support structure?
A: Catch 22 – leaving care services across Suffolk, have just got the county-wdecontract and have big plans – the absence of pathway plans has been noted.

Priority 6 – We will increase the rate of improvement in Suffolk schools so that we exceed national attainment levels at all key stages
Q: For some young people getting through school in itself is an achievement, so how accuratly can this initiative be measured?
A: The outcome is that every child achieves in their own merit. 
Q: How open are education institutions to alternative ways of learning?

A: Not as open as needs be, and the hardest part now is to engage schools.  They have a clear duty to look after general wellbeing, judge performance etc

Priority 7 – We will support more young people to progress to further and higher education or work with training
Q: Is there recognition of volunteering as an important part of this?

A: Yes, and it is emerging in the Partnership Plans.

Priority 8 – We will improve access to a range of social opportunities 
and sporting and cultural activities for young people wherever they live
Q: Sports Unlimited is a great idea but it is a short term initiative, are there any resources to continue?

A: Yes there is potential through collective opportunities, funds are out there, based on areas.

Q: Good opportunities out there, but unsure where, can this be addressed?

A: Need to improve channels of information, but try ‘infolink’.
Q: The pilot gym membership for £5 in the western area, is this a scheme that is being rolled out?

A: Unsure at the moment

Priority 9 – We will target areas where there are high rates of teenage conceptions so that teenagers are fully informed about the consequences of risk-taking behaviour and can take responsibility for avoiding unplanned pregnancies
No questions.
Priority 10 – We will identify young people at risk of offending, and those who have been convicted of offending, and support them in choosing a more positive life path

Q: When young people have contact with the Police, eg PDSO, there seems to be little leeway in the system?

A: We are very keen not to criminalise young people, and hopefully the initiatives and supporting this.
Q: Is it not that we are more reactive and not proactive to young people and crime?
A: Youth offending Service have a course for those ‘at risk of offending’, also Victim Support – pre-emptive work is a good way of tackling these issues. 
Priority 11 – We will work to ensure that families with children in areas of deprivation are supported in accessing all relevant benefits and support to mitigate against the effects of poverty
No questions. 
