Report on the Special meeting of the Friends of Felixstowe Seafront Gardens 
The meeting was called to do certain formal business which has to be done when any organisation is founded so that Banks and other interested parties can be reassured; it also did some informal business.

The interim chairman, the Rev. Christopher Leffler said in his opening remarks
“We are here to set up the FoFSG – in the formal sense, but that does not prevent us having a less formal part of the evening. 

The formal part is on the agenda, but I want first of all, especially for the benefit of those who have not been part of our deliberations, to explain what we are and why we are the Friends of Felixstowe Seafront Gardens –however awkward the acronym is to say! 
We are here because we are concerned people. 

We have an inheritance from the benefactors who made Felixstowe beautiful by designing and paying for the planting of these gardens [ I have printed copies of the short History, available for 50p to the funds]
The committee has not only done its formal  business but has had ideas sprouting up.

Perhaps the most ambitious and innovative is the idea of a partnership with Suffolk Coastal Services, to supplement what they do by direct action help.  The idea is not unique even here is Felixstowe, we have a partnership between the Felixstowe & District Allotment Association and the Town Council and it works well. A lot has been possible because of its existence, and I hope that the same will be able to be said of this partnership with Suffolk Coastal Services.  We cannot foresee how it will alll develop, of course, but we have set a marker with the first Weeding party on Apl. 25th 

This partnership is  not just a nice idea, it is rooted, as far as I am concerned in the hard facts of modern economics: Local Authorities cannot raise the local taxation just to make nice gardens, they are squeezed like all of us.  And they are not just servants, the people who do the work are citizens and tax payers like the rest of us.  The culture of “us – them” is destructive at every level of national life and particularly in politics with a small 'p' – as will be worked out in the current arguments about parliament &c.  The fact is that if we want to see more than basic maintenance we are going to have to do some of it ourselves, and if the Heritage Lottery Fund  does not cough up, we shall have all the more reason to ask for volunteer help.

I hope we can enthuse the young people of the town and others to join in this project. 

Fussing about the state of the gardens may seem to be concentration on secondary goals in times of hardship and job losses, but I suggest to you that what we are looking at is in fact a matter which can directly help create or at least keep jobs and revenue, because if the town is more attractive people will want to visit, and stay here again,  and that means local businesses profiting and local well-being. So I believe there is a hard nosed part to what we are hoping to do, whether through our actual garden work, or through talking up the bid, and talking up the heritage and so on. 

There is a sheet on the (publicity display) about the special wasp, but we have in fact a rare coastal environment and habitat for species we did not know about.  I hope that our beautification will add to the biodiversity possible, not hinder it. 

We need to work with Police about the vandalism which has been all too much apparent.  I am not sure what form any action by us could take, but maybe we can talk with the Crime Prevention Officer.  I hope too that we can get Doctor Lee to come and give us a talk about the various entomological species we could look out for, and other people to tell us about the arboriculture of the palms and other exotic plants we have here.

The Bid depends on our existence, and I have had to write – in expectation that this meeting will endorse what the steering group has done  - a letter of support for the bid.

The Constitution is plagiarised form several similar organisations to suit us. We have made it not too tight or we would sink in rules!

I hope that you will approve it.”
Business:
The meeting went on to re-elect Mr. Leffler as Chairman, Mrs. Mary Wyatt as Vice Chair, Mrs. Caroline Driver as continuing Secretary pending a volunteer to take her place when she is involved in the funding [if the bid is successful], Mr. Marc James as Hon. Treasurer, and Mmes. Jan Garfield, Angel Goodwin, Doreen Savage, Mr. Brian Frost as committee members.
Discussion afterwards ranged over various topics.

The next committee meeting was fixed for 16th June, and another Weeding session for 10.0am at the entrance to the Spa Pavilion on Sat. 13th June.

With a vote of thanks to Mrs. Drier for all her hard work in setting things up, the meeting close at 8.30pm.
