Minutes of Stowupland Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 13th October 2011 at Stowupland Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm

Present


Cllrs M Bloom, R Carter, R Cooper, B Miller, N Perks, S Reeves, J Voden, K Welham, District Cllr Byles (left after item 17), PCSO Knibbs (arrived at item 13 and left after item 17), the clerk and 10 members of the public.  
Absent

Cllrs Brand, Hamilton and Rosten.
County Cllr Green.
1. To receive any apologies for absence.

Cllrs M Brand (holiday), A Rosten (work) and R Hamilton (work).

2. To receive any declarations of personal/prejudicial interest.
Cllrs Bloom, Carter, Cooper, Perks and Welham declared interests in item 20.4 as residents adjoining the Green or as Commoners.  Cllr Perks also declared a prejudicial interest as direct neighbour of the land in question.
Cllr Reeves declared a prejudicial interest in item 20.13.
3. To consider and sign as a correct record the minutes of meeting held on 8th September 2011. 
The minutes were signed as a correct record.

4. Matters of Report from previous meetings 
Seamans investigated the problem with the land drain on the Green near Corner Farm and found that a large section of the pipe had been broken.  It appears that this was damaged when a water main was installed, therefore, the clerk to contact Anglian Water.

The grass verge in front of the village hall is the responsibility of SCC Education Department.  The new team dealing with the High School maintenance contract had missed this but would ensure that it is included in future cuts.

Julia Proctor from SCC has agreed to attend the Traffic, Transport and Safety meeting on 3rd November to discuss planned Highways expenditure in Stowupland.

Cllr Welham and Mr Parris have erected various footpath signs.
5. Allotments Working Group
Renewal invitations have been sent out and most have been returned with payment.   There are a number of new allotment holders this year and the waiting list has reduced to 7 (no Stowupland residents).

6. Community Events Working Group
Cllr Welham reported on the disco held for youngsters.  He also reminded everyone of the forthcoming barn dance.
7. Finance and Policy Committee
Notification of the conclusion of the external audit was received on 30th September and was published on the same day to comply with Audit Regulations.  The accounts were found to be in order and the Issues Arising report is to be discussed further at the next Finance and Policy committee meeting.
8. Transport, Traffic and Safety Working Group

There were no matters of report.
9. Cemetery and Churchyard Working Group
Cllr Reeves asked for clarification of the new lamp standard in the Churchyard.
10. Footpaths Working Group
Cllr Welham advised that the Walkers Cup went well and that the Autumn Footpath Walk is to be held on 5th November. 
11. Environment Working Group

A meeting was held but this was not well attended and therefore, another meeting is to held in the Spring.
12. Emergency Planning Group
There were no matters of report. 
13. SALC
Cllr Voden reported on the last Mid Suffolk South Area meeting.  
14. Councillors’ reports

Cllr Reeves reported a loose bollard on Church Road.  This has been reported to CSD. 
Cllr Carter advised that the blocked drain near Birch Close was caused by cut vegetation.

Cllr Bloom asked for any update regarding the requested speed limit on Gipping Road.  She was advised that this was to be discussed by Gary Green with SCC Highways shortly.
15. Chairman’s report

Cllr Perks reported on the visit to the High School which included a very interesting tour of the school.  He advised that there are great facilities that could be made available to residents and hoped that these would be publicised in Telstar.  Cllrs expressed concerns regarding traffic in the village if the school expands.
Cllr Perks attended the Telstar AGM and advised that the team are awaiting the result of the Village Magazine of the Year competition.
Cllr Perks advised that the hearing regarding the Stowmarket Area Action Plan had been suspended at present.
Cllr Perks then reported on the MSDC Parish Liaison meeting which included items on the integration with Babergh DC, the budget consultation, Community Land Trusts, Affordable Housing and feedback from the 2011 elections.  At the meeting he was advised that Hastoe could not find any suitable land in Stowupland for affordable housing; the clerk to call Hastoe to discuss.  He also advised that representations can be made regarding the proposed boundary changes.
16. Clerk’s report

The clerk advised that she had received a number of complaints regarding litter left by High School students after lunchtimes.  This is to be discussed with the Head at the next liaison meeting.  The clerk was asked to write to the school suggesting that they install a bin near to the new bridge and encourage all the students to use it. 
The clerk also advised that she has covered maternity leave for the clerk at Old Newton for one month and asked that  payment be made by Stowupland Parish Council with an invoice issued to Old Newton for clerking services supplied.  Councillors agreed to this.
The clerk believes that the Parish Council should register with the Information Commissioners Office as various personal details are held electronically by the clerk.  Councillors agreed with this and asked the clerk to complete the registration.

The clerk had received a report that a dog bin on Thorney Green Road had been broken.  This was repaired by Mr Parris. 
The clerk further advised that, due to changing supplier, she had been without broadband for a time and had, therefore, not updated the website this month.  
17. To receive reports from District and County Councillors and Police.
Cllr Byles reported that she had received an update on all the affordable housing schemes in Mid Suffolk which said the following about Stowupland. “Hastoe Housing Association have been unable to find any suitable land following the Local Housing Needs Survey and further discussions with the PC are required to consider any other options.”  As the Parish Council had heard nothing, the clerk was asked to contact Hastoe.  Cllr Byles also reported that tacks left on Mill Street had caused punctures in 15 tyres and had therefore, arranged for the road to be swept.  Mr Churchill suggested that the waste centres are run on a similar basis to in the past where discarded items were sold to make a profit.  
PCSO Knibbs reported 4 crimes since the last meeting.  As there was no conclusive evidence that the tacks on Mill Street were put there deliberately, this has not yet been reported as a crime.  The High School has obtained funding and will install alarms to all rear windows.  PCSO Knibbs advised that parking tickets have been issued in Trinity Walk and Reeds Way for inconsiderate parking.  Cllr Carter reported crashes into a field beside Newton Road.  The clerk to report to CSD as the accidents occur most often in wet weather and it was felt that there may be  problem with the road surface.  A member of the public suggested that students discarding litter on the Green be issued with a fine.  PCSO Knibbs advised that he would discuss the problem with the school police liaison officer.

A written report from Cllr Green was read out.  Cllr Green is to meet with the Highways department to discuss future plans for Stowupland including a request for a speed limit to be imposed on Gipping Road.

18.
To consider a response to Planning Applications received from Mid Suffolk District Council 
           18.1
3002/11
Grain Store, Rendall Lane




Demolition of existing grain store and erection of new grain store with associated hardstanding, building and landscape planting.  Construction of new vehicular access to Rendall Lane and closure of existing accesses.





Support



The meeting was opened and Mr Porch advised the reasons for the replacement.


18.2
3278/11
Rose Cottage, Mill Street




Severance of garden and erection of new dwelling.   



No comment as outside parish boundary.         


18.3
3449/11
1 Highfield Road




Erection of single storey side and rear extension.




Support
19.
Decisions received regarding planning applications and other planning matters

Planning permission granted


2432/11

19 Oak Road


2786/11

Rathgar, Thorney Green               

20.
To consider the following items of Correspondence and decide on action required


20.1
Hope Africa – Request for donation.  Passed to the Finance and Policy committee for discussion during budget preparation.

20.2
Boundary Commission for England – Review of Parliamentary constituencies in England.  An item to be put in Telstar and then discussed further at the November meeting.

20.3
BDO – Conclusion of Audit.  Discussed in item 7.

20.4
Mr Melhuish – Request for access to land adjacent to Thorney Green.  As reported at the Finance and Policy committee meeting, it came to the attention of the clerk and chair that Mr Melhuish planned to enter an area of land adjacent to Thorney Green.  The most recent legal advice received advised that there was no legal vehicular right of access to the land across the Village Green.  Therefore, as the Parish Council have a duty to protect the Village Green the clerk and chair took steps to ensure that no vehicle could enter the land.  A number of items of correspondence were read out.  Cllr Perks then made a statement detailing his knowledge of the issues, declared a prejudicial interest as a direct neighbour and left the room.  A lengthy discussion ensued and the meeting was opened to allow members of the public to speak.  Mr Melhuish told the meeting that he had been visiting the site for 50 years and used to farm the land.  Mr Castle advised that when he bought Caxton Cottage (which stands on part of land in question), he was told by the previous owner that he had purchased the legal right of vehicular access.  Ms Carter then stated that she had documentation which proved that she still holds a legal right of vehicular access to the land.  


Various other matters were also discussed, many of which councillors felt were nothing to do with the Parish Council or the matter at hand. 



The meeting was then closed.  


Cllr Reeves proposed that all relevant paperwork is submitted to Birkett’s Solicitors to ask whether a vehicular right of access exists, subject to the maximum costs for legal advice being less than £400.  Cllr Welham proposed an amendment that the expenditure be increased to £500.  If the solicitor was of the opinion that this amount would not be enough to cover his costs, power was delegated to the Finance and Policy committee to authorise additional expenditure.  Cllrs Cooper and Welham declared personal interests as owners of properties adjoining the Village Green.  Cllrs Bloom and Carter declared prejudicial interests as Commoners and did not participate in the vote.  The proposal was seconded and agreed by a majority (4 votes in favour and 1 abstention).


Ms Carter agreed to submit all documentation to the clerk. 


In the meantime Cllrs agreed to give permission to Mr Melhuish to park on the Green near to the land in order to unload machinery to clear the site. 


Cllr Perks returned to the meeting.
20.5
Stowmarket Area Action Plan Examination – Examination suspended to allow MSDC to carry out a partial review of the Core Strategy.


20.6 
Stowupland resident – litter on the Green at lunchtimes.  Discussed in item 16.

20.7
R. Ball – Quote for trimming the hedge behind Holy Trinity Church.  Deferred to the November meeting to await a 2nd quote.

20.8
SCC – Budget consultation.  Cllr Voden to complete.

20.9
SALC – Invitation to AGM 7th November 2011 (cost for dinner £12.50).  Cllr Voden to attend the whole evening.  Cllrs Perks, Reeves and Welham to attend the AGM only.

20.10
SALC – Consultation regarding new constitution for SALC – Views requested by 27th October.  Cllrs Voden and Perks to respond.

20.11
Various – The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons.  No Cllrs wished to organise an event.

20.12

RoSPA – Play Area Inspection Report.  The clerk to discuss with Mr Parris to ascertain whether he would be able to undertake the necessary repairs.

20.13
Post Office – Consultation regarding mutualisation.  Deadline for comments 12th December.  To be discussed further at the November meeting.

20.14
Suffolk ACRE – Correcting Sat Navs to prevent HGVs from using rural roads.  Included in the Circulars file.

20.15
Ms Carter – Request for bollards on the Green to be removed.  Discussed in item 20.4

20.16
Mr Melhuish – 2 letters regarding land adjacent to Thorney Green.  Discussed in item 20.4.


20.17
Stowupland resident – Notification of loose bollard on Church Road and request for clarification of parking on the Green.  The bollard has been reported to CSD.  The parking issue referred to was discussed in item 20.4.

20.18
Andy Nibloe – Comments regarding tree surgery recently undertaken.  The clerk to arrange a meeting. 

20.19
Suffolk Creating the Greenest County – conference available.  No Cllrs wished to attend.

20.20
The Office of David Ruffley MP – Request for outcome of discussion regarding access to area of land adjacent to Thorney Green to be advised.  The clerk to advise the outcome.

20.21
SALC – Reminder to respond with views regarding SCC budget.  Discussed in item 20.8.

20.22
The Office of Brooks Newmark MP – Request for outcome of discussion regarding access to area of land adjacent to Thorney Green to be advised.  The clerk to advise the outcome.
Items of correspondence answered by the clerk or chairman between meetings

Allotment holder – Permission requested to erect a shed.  Permission granted.


Allotment holder – Permission requested to split a very small allotment.  Due to admin costs, the clerk denied the request. 


Stowupland Resident – Request for permission to use parish notice boards.  The clerk responded advising that commercial adverts are not allowed on parish notice boards. 

Circulars

Highways Agency – A14 Road Closures 10th – 27th October.


MSDC – Volunteering information


Thornham Walks and Countryside Activities


CPRE and NALC – How to respond to planning applications


SALC – Forthcoming courses


NALC – Information regarding the Data Protection Act


Blachere Illuminations – advertising flyer


Local Foods Suffolk – details of project


Clerks and Councils Direct – newsletter


Suffolk ACRE – Green Dog initiative to help kerb dog fouling

SALC LAIS - Broadband


Suffolk ACRE – Cloud Computing – Free workshop available

Norse – Advertising Flyers

21.
To authorise the signing of cheques for payments previously agreed 
Mr Parris 

£    150.97
L.G.A. 1972 s 111
Rachel Godbold  

£    932.80
L.G.A. 1972 s 111
Rachel Godbold (expenses)

£      75.24
L.G.A. 1972 s 111

M. Hawkins

£    205.05
Litter Act 1983 ss 5,6

R. Ball

£    115.41  
L.G.A. 1972 s 214

Stowupland Village Hall

£    130.00 
L.G.A. 1972 s 111 and





L.G.A. 1972 s 145

BDO LLP

£    342.00
L.G.A. 1972 s 111

Tim Gaddis
£    418.00
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9, 10

Keith Welham
£      25.47
L.G.A. 1972 s 145

Alan Parris
£      19.99
L.G.A. 1972 s 111


Richard Ball

£      14.90
L.G.A. 1972 s 214
Tim Gaddis
£    225.50
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9, 10

MSDC
£      32.38
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9, 10

22.
Public Forum.

Christine Williams invited everyone to the Remembrance Service at Holy Trinity.
23.
Dates of forthcoming meetings.


Community Events 19th October, Finance and Policy 27th October, Parish Council 10th November, Transport, Traffic and Safety 3rd November, Allotments 3rd December, Footpaths 26th October 2011, Environment tba, Cemetery and Churchyard 26th November 2011.
The meeting was closed at 10.30 pm[image: image1.png]
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