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For the attention of Town and Parish Councils


8 November 2010

Dear Clerk


Suffolk County Council New Strategic Direction 

Thank you to the councils that have passed their views to SALC on the Suffolk County Council New Strategic 
Direction to date.  This is an important part of informing SALC’s ongoing liaison with Council on this issue.  Some councils have expressed concern over the degree of engagement between Suffolk County Council and Town and Parish Councils.  This letter gives some information about further opportunities to feed in your views.  If you would like further SALC information on the New Strategic Direction visit the SALC website www.onesuffolk.gov.uk/salc or contact the SALC office.     

Suffolk County Council is engaging with individuals and organisations about their proposals for a new way of working. The aim is to share more information about the 'New Strategic Direction' (NSD) with the people of Suffolk, explain why it is necessary and to seek their views.  The Council is particularly keen to hear the views of Town and Parish Councils and we are working together to ensure that you have every opportunity to do so. 

At this stage in the engagement process the Council is asking what concerns and issues Town and Parish Councils have and also what opportunities and ideas they see. 
In support of this, a new document, ‘The New Strategic Direction Explained’, has been produced. Please take the time to read this short document and provide your views. Individuals, Town and Parish Councils and organisations can do this by completing an online survey which is hosted on the Councils website at www.suffolk.gov.uk/newstrategicdirection.  Alternatively there is a paper version attached to the back of the New Strategic Direction Explained document which can be returned freepost. 
The Council has stated that it recognises the importance of engaging with its communities throughout the implementation of the New Strategic Direction, so this is just the first stage of consultation. The feedback will be used to inform how the Council moves forward and any feedback received before the 25th November will be reported back to the Council at its meeting on the 2nd December. 
In addition to writing to each Town and Parish Council, the County Council will also be attending the next round of SALC Area meetings for members of SALC to discuss the New Strategic Direction and the budget.  So I would strongly encourage you to attend so you can contribute to the discussion.  If you need any advice on attending area meetings, please contact the SALC office.        
	Babergh 

7.30-9.30pm
	Babergh District Council Office, Corks Lane, Hadleigh IP7 6SJ
	15 November 2010

	Forest Heath 
7.00- 9.00pm
	Newmarket Sports Pavilion, Bury Road, Newmarket CB8 7BS
	16 November 2010

	Mid Suffolk North 7.30-9.30pm
	Burgate Village Hall IP22 1QE
	11 November 2010

	Mid Suffolk South 7.30-9.30pm
	SALC, Unit 11a Hill View Business Park, Old Ipswich Rd, Claydon IP6 0AJ
	18 November 2010

	St Edmundsbury 7.30-9.30pm
	Bury St Edmunds Town Council, Town Council Offices, 7 Angel Hill, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1UZ
	25 November 2010

	Suffolk Coastal  7.30-9.30pm
	Riverside Centre, Mill Lane, Stratford St Andrew IP17 1LN
	22 November 2010

	Waveney

7.30-9.30pm
	Kessingland Parish Council offices, Marram Green, Hall Road, Kessingland, NR33 7PP
	24 November 2010


The Council is seeking the views of all local people and has indicated that it would be grateful if you could pass on information about the New Strategic Direction to your communities and encourage them to provide their views.  All of the information is available online at www.suffolk.gov/newstrategicdirection.  Should you have any queries about the engagement process please contact sara.blake@suffolk.gov.uk or tel 01473 260761.

Yours sincerely 

Shona Bendix

Chief Executive Officer
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                                                                                                                                                     		Hill View Business Park


                                                                                                                                                     		Claydon


                                                                                                                                                     		Ipswich


                                                                                                                                                     		Suffolk


                                                                                                                                                       		IP6 0AJ                                                                                                                                               


                                                                                                                                                    


Tel:  01473 833713


                                                                                                                                                     		Fax: 01473 833714


                                                                                                                                                     		Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:adminsalc@btconnect.com"�adminsalc@btconnect.com�      


        President: Sir Edward Greenwell, Bart.                                                                       		www.onesuffolk.co.uk/salc                                                                      











Affiliated to the National Association of Local Councils   VAT Registration Number 825 0232 65


