OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on Monday 15th February 2010
Present:

Clerk:


Mr Treloar


Chairman:

Mr Smith
Councillors:  Mr Jay, Mr Cant, Mr A Ling, Mr R Ling, Mr Childs, 
Mr Moss, PC Dave Burrell (Woodbridge SNT) and District & County Councillor Mr Bellfield. 
1. Apologies - 
Mrs Vaughan and Mrs Lincoln
2. Minutes of meeting held on 11th January 2010 - Approved and signed.

3. Matters arising-  Finance -  The cost of a lap- top computer for the Clerk’s use was considered too high given the amount of use it would receive. A memory stick with sufficient capacity has been purchased to store a complete record of the Parish Councils letters and files. 
4. Finance -



Community Account

 £    365.85



Instant Saver Account
              £ 6,506.49
Payment requested:-
£29.99 – R Treloar for purchase of Memory stick.



Payments proposed by Mr Moss and Mr A Ling.
5. Planning Applications -  
Applications – 

· The Old Grain Store Stanaway Farm – Charity Lane – Change of use from B2 to B8

· Otley Village Hall – Replacement of access ramp and steps.
Approvals –

· Mayflower – Church Road – renewal of existing permission for single/2 storey extension.
SORR have raised an issue with the change of use application for Stanaway Farm. They have no objection to the change requested provided it is subject to the detailed statement of vehicle numbers.

Given the location on a rural road network it is essential that consent is not granted for unrestricted B8 usage. Similarly we would expect there to be a condition to limit future intensification in accordance with Para 17 of Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 4. SCDC requirements associated with planning policy 1APP, specifically requires the transport aspects of the application to be outlined, this information has not been supplied and will be required before the request can be determined. Councillors’ confirmed this view and SCDC Planning have been advised.

A query has been raised by a resident of Gibraltar Road about the construction of an outbuilding at the rear of Whites Cottage. Planning enforcement have been advised and confirm they are already investigating this case.

As previously discussed a complaint had been received about an increase in the volume of HGV traffic in Hall Lane. The basis of the complaint was 1) Volume of HGV traffic on an unsuitable rural road. 2) The storage and transfer of waste to and from the property and 3) The use of a rubble crusher at the site. SCDC were aware that the property held only an agricultural licence. They visited the site and were advised that the activities there had been carried on for over 10 years and as such the Company would have a right to be granted a Certificate of Lawful use. The owners were invited to submit a planning application on 14th January and had 28 days to respond. In addition SCDC referred the case to the Environment Agency who also visited the site. Some piles of waste have now been removed. The Company are in the process of applying for a Waste Carriers Licence and will also require an Exemption Certificate to enable them to store waste and aggregate on the site.

The owner of I Rosemary Cottage Ashbocking has contacted the Council wishing to discuss a proposal to extend his property. A Planning Application will be submitted to SCDC but he wanted to seek the Parish Councils view on the plans before submission. He is aware that our meetings are open to all residents and plans to visit us at the March meeting.
.

6. Police Report -  PC Dave Burrell the Woodbridge and District SNT officer responsible for Otley attended the meeting. Since his last report there have been four offences in Otley. These are 1 burglary (Hubbard’s) 1 criminal damage (Church Gate) 1 make off without paying (running from a taxi) and 1 supply of alcohol to under age (College/detected). During the same period last year there was one crime recorded (burglary to a tool shed/undetected).

The next Community Panel Meeting is to be held at Otley College – date to be announced – and if there is an issue within the community that needs addressing we are asked to attend and make our representations.

Whilst Otley is not suffering any significant crime at the present time we are asked to remain vigilant keeping outbuildings secure as theft of pedal cycles seems to be a trend in other areas.

There are to be days at Wickham Market, Rendlesham and Woodbridge for the post coding of cycles and either a free lock or lights will be available. We will be advised of the venue and time in due course and particularly young cyclists are encouraged to attend. 
7. Highways -  Mr R Ling asked Mr Bellfield whether the damage done to our roads over the last few months as a result of the bad weather would impact on the resurfacing programme. It is considered likely that this will be the case.
8. Rights of Way - Mr R Ling confirmed that work on the new footpath map was proceeding albeit slowly.
9. Community Council Report – Mr Cant advised that the small meeting room at the rear of the hall had been nicely redecorated by the cleaner.
Funds presently amount to £38,789.

The Hall anniversary party is to be held on fete day.
Consideration is being given to incorporating a surcharge for parking in the hall rental charge. In terms of the immediate requirement to resurface the car park, Mr Bellfield advised that the Education Department would be unwilling to subscribe to the cost. He would consider a request after April for a small grant from his Locality Funding Budget.
10. District & County Councillor’s report – Mr Bellfield confirmed that as advised in the local press, the Council Tax increase for County would be 2.45% whilst that for District would be 2.9%.The future of Local Government reorganisation remains uncertain. A County Convention involving MP’s Councillors’ and other stake holders is to be held by 31st March, to reach a consensus on what unitary arrangement would be best suited to Suffolk. The continuing uncertainty is causing recruitment problems with applicants being wary of applying for posts which may not exist in a year’s time.
The cost of gritting the County’s roads over the recent bad weather period amounted to £1.1m. There is now a severe shortage of grit with consignments being diverted to other areas.

11 SORR Report – Mr Smith advised that SORR are now at a crossroads with pressure to expand its remit to cover a wider area. He asked the Councillors’ for their views – should it remain a local organisation covering the roads in our area or should it go County or Nationwide? There are issues which would benefit from a wider audience but Councillors’ considered the structure effective in its present form and if spread wider it is considered that the Group’s effectiveness will be watered down. Whilst this is self preservation on our part, there is nothing to stop other areas doing what we have done. It was considered that the status quo should be maintained with if necessary, the provision of advice to other groups. The point was made that the organisation is presently non political and one or two other interested parties are seeking to introduce political aspects which would be a great pity.
12. Correspondence – Letter received from the Otley Baptist Chapel thanking us for our donation towards the maintenance of the burial ground.
Letter received from the Disability Advice Service thanking us for our donation towards their costs.

Sir Michael Lord responded to our letter regarding our concern that the Early Day Motion on the Sustainable Communities Act should be progressed. The Bill has been reintroduced but Parliamentary time will not be on its side.
13. Any Other Business – The date for the completion of the Affordable Housing Needs Survey has been fixed for 14th May. We will need to distribute the questionnaires but stamped addressed envelopes will be included for their return.

The Bowls Club have raised the issue of kerbing the area outside their premises. This has been discussed in the past and if kerbed the Council would wish to install defensive posts. Consideration is being given to resurfacing the B1079 and no work would be considered until a decision is taken on this development.

The matter of the water leak in the adjoining field has also been mentioned. Anglian Water have visited the site on a number of occasions and failed to take action. Mr Moss has agreed to take a sample of the water for analysis to see if it is related, as is believed, to a mains leak.
14. Date of next meeting – Monday 15th March.
Otley Parish Council Minutes 15th February 2010, Page 1 of 3
Otley Parish Council Minutes 15th February 2010, Page 2 of 3

