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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 10 November 2008 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam, K Knights, B Kemp, M Appleby and T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC), J Clover (part of) and 6 members of the public
Apologies: 
Accepted from B Perks, J Formby and Suffolk Police
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting.

2. Declaration of Interest: None were registered.
3. Minutes of Meeting held 8 September 2008: The Minutes were approved by all Councillors and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 

· M McCarthy advised that the hedges at Cats Paw and Sarah’s Folly had been cut by SCC and wished to thank them accordingly – Clerk to write to SCC

· The following points had been raised by M Ede by email:

· Village Green: Condition of the entrance into the over-flow car park - no action to be taken at present

· The Entry: Surface water outside Manor House – Clerk to write to developer/estate agents

· Grange Road: Provision of off-road parking for residents – Clerk to write to MSDC

· N Sargeant, SWWAG (Stop Wyverstone Windfarm Action Group) was present to obtain Council’s view on planning application to be addressed in Item 8.1.1. 
5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: J Clover 
· Education: The 14-19 Learning Reforms Agenda will involve two stages; by 2013 a wider curriculum will be created and, by 2010, all responsibilities for planning commissioning and funding will be transferred from the Learning and Skills Council to the Council.
· Reorganisation of Local Councils: SCC in process of setting up Pilot Community Boards to represent local interests.
· Budget: SCC looking at next year’s budget - £57 million (£190 per household) has been saved in efficiency savings over the last 3 years.
5.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· Mid Suffolk’s Investments: Confirmation given that no investments were in Icelandic Banks or any institution caught up in recent banking crisis.
· New Housing Policy: MSDC piloting new allocations policy for housing stock called Choice Based Lettings. 

· Affordable Bungalows: Work has commenced at St Andrews Close for completion in 2009 – interested applicants need to be on MSDC Housing List to enable allocation.

· Ditches and Flooding: Work carried out in The Street and St Andrews Close to alleviate flooding.
5.3. Suffolk Police: N Emerick and Emma Cowell
· Reported Crimes: No reported crimes since 08/09/08 (Fire Arms Incident during September).
· Heating Oil Thefts: Residents advised to check levels, screen tanks and use security lighting where possible.
· Suffolk Constabulary’s Public Survey: Available for the public to complete on website or via post.
5.4. Parish Clerk

· The Clerk and M Appleby attended two SALC training courses during September/October.
· Allotments: Gislingham PC have approached Wickham Skeith to let Allotments.  N Merriam (landowner for the Allotments) advised that these are all presently allocated.

· Freedom of Information Act 2000: A new adoption scheme is available for adoption by all Parish Councils.  Draft proposal to be made available for January’s Meeting.

· Register of Electors: 2009 register has been requested by Clerk.

5.5
Parish Councillors
· Anti-Social Behaviour:  N Merriam advised that this matter had been addressed and improvements noticeable.
· Lorry Traffic: M Appleby advised that, following observations, the increased traffic may have been due to the road works at Haughley Bends.

· K Knights thanked M McCarthy for maintaining the blackthorn in Rose Lane.
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6. Correspondence Received: 
· Terminal Control North: NATS still evaluating design options, which may lead to further consultation.
· Code of Conduct – Councillor Perks: A Hearing has been held wherein the Standards Subcommittee resolved that there had been a clear breach of the Code of Conduct (Minutes of Meeting 18 June 2007 refer).  B Perks has been issued with a formal censure and is required to undertake training in the Code of Conduct.

· Annual Audit: BDO Stoy Hayward has not yet completed the audit and the official notice has been posted on the Notice Board.

· All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

7. Financial Position: 
7.1. B Kemp presented the accounts as at November 2008, showing a bank balance of £2,068.84 (Accounts to be circulated in advance with the Agenda in future).  
7.2. Invoices Received: The following invoices were agreed for payment:
· M A Downard (Grass Cutting)
£528.75 inc VAT

· SALC Training
£52.88 inc VAT

· SuffolkACRE (Insurance)  
£188.12 inc VAT (includes increase  to cover legal expenses)
7.3. Parish Precept: The Precept was discussed and will be agreed at the January Meeting.
7.4. Internal Accounts Audit and Control Review: Draft agreed by all Councillors with Review to be carried out by B Kemp and the Clerk.

7.5. Clerk’s Salary: It was agreed to increase the Clerk’s Salary to Grade SCP 17 of the National Salary Awards 08/09, commencing from January 2009.

8. Planning Matters:  
8.1. Planning Applications (to include applications received after publication of Agenda): 

8.1.1. Application No: 3342/08: Erection of two Wind Turbine Generators, associated access tracks, substation building and equestrian gallop at land adjacent to Potash Farm, Wyverstone.  Following discussions, it was agreed that Councillors need more time to view the application and a Planning Meeting was pencilled in should the Council wish to make an official comment.
8.2. Planning Decisions:

8.2.1. Application No: 2458/08 (previously 1221/08): Penlee House, The Street – Permission has been GRANTED for the construction of a garden shed.

8.2.2. Application No: 2905/08 (previously 0964/08): Hamelin, The Green – Permission has been granted for a new double cart shed type garage.
9. The Green: 

9.1. Trees: M Appleby (Tree Warden) presented proposals for the trees around The Green following a pre-application meeting with MSDC.  The work proposed was agreed by all Councillors and a full application will be submitted to MSDC by M Appleby.

9.2. Litter Bins: Quotations were available from Whitehouse Enterprises and Streetmaster.  It was agreed to purchase 2 x Flint Litter Bins (open top) in Black from Streetmaster with part-funding available from MSDC.
10. Play Area for Children: Item not discussed due to absence of B Perks (Co-ordinator).
11. Allocation of Topics for Parish Councillors:  New list to be circulated to Councillors.

12. Matters for next Agenda: Play Area for Children, External Auditor, Footpaths
13. Next Meeting: 
20 November 2008 at 8.00 pm (Planning Meeting)

12 January 2009 at 8.00 pm

Meeting closed at 9.35 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










