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 BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th November 2009 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, M Millett, K Cummings, D Pettitt, C. Cllr J Spicer, B Cllr D Ray & PC Bob Bailey
1.  Apologies for absence Cllrs P Callear C Bullock & W Martineau , & PCSO Jonny Burke,
2.  Declaration of Interest None declared
3.  Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 7th October 2009 signed and approved as a correct record.
Meeting Adjourned

4.
Meeting open to the public

None present
5.   Report by County Councillor: J Spicer

Cllr Spicer reported that it has been recommended that Stanton, Shepherds Grove, be 
removed from the waste consultation.  There is currently no new timetable for the schools 
reorganisation review. Hepworth Road pavement is still on target to begin next week, school 
buses will still be allowed to access the road. Cllr Spicer will attend the ‘Not in my 
Neighbourhood’ initiative, organised by Suffolk Constabulary. Speedwatch is operational in 
Bardwell, Fakenham Magna, Coney Weston and Hopton.
6.
Report by Borough Councillor: D Ray
The LGR appeal date was 6-7th October, no outcome has been heard as yet. Cllr Ray reminded 

the Councillors about the Parish Conference to be held on the 10th November, there will be a tour of the offices prior to the conference for those who haven’t had the opportunity to see the 
new building. There is to be a new Rural Area Working Party, their remit will to be to look at 

rural action plans, promote action and co-ordinate action. Cllr Ray, who is on the working party, 

will keep us posted. 
7.
Report of Community Police Officer‘  
In the past month there has been only one crime in the village, a burglary, other building, no publicity. Please be aware that ‘Rouge traders’ are operating in the Suffolk area. These are very nasty individuals that usually prey on the elderly and vulnerable. They can be very insistent in their methods. If you feel that you are a target please phone the police straight away. They have been using tidy, newish vans, most having logos on them. If they ask for you to check their ID using an 0800 number, don’t this is a ploy.
Meeting reconvened

8.    Progress reports. For information from:

8.1 Chairman: 8.1.1 Cemetery management training event.
The chairman, and clerk, attended a Cemetery management Course.  A very useful day  and several ideas to take on board. Someone from the PC, ideally the Parish Clerk, should be present at funerals to check the correctness of the depth of the grave and to get the green disposal certificate from the funeral director if it has not been sent on before. If this is not available FD should sign declaration as to where it is. Without this the burial is not legal and the PC is liable. Cemetery working group will review the regulations to pick up any changes that need to be made in the light of the training.  It was Resolved  to purchase the SLCC CD which gives even more information and includes standard forms which can be downloaded, customised and printed off. Cost of £29.00 including p&p.                  Action Clerk
8.1.2 Village involvement in Local Matters

The Chairman has prepared a draft newsletter and it was resolved that a Parish Council newsletter should be sent out quarterly. The councillors agreed that they would be willing to distribute it four times a year. The Chairman has spoken to the shop about the community notice board. They are happy for us to replace the damaged one that has been removed. It was resolved to purchase a Grippit notice board and to arrange for it to be erected. This is a community board, not a commercial board and as such any commercial advertising will be removed.                                                                                                                 Action Clerk
8.2. Clerk: 
The Clerk had no report to make.

9      Accounts

9.1 Report from internal accounts working party
Due to the absence of the other working party members it was agreed to put this on the December agenda
9.2 The following accounts were approved for payment:
Steve Wilson                                                       £415.08              

Vicki Gay                                                             £489.01               

H M Revenue & Customs Only                           £132.43
Vicki Gay                                                             £56.59
BT                                                                        £49.65
Miss Driver, Remembrance Wreath                    £30.00

Trendex Ltd, stationery                                        £38.93

Tripp Batt, nuts and bolts                                     £3.55     

Mark Bleay, Tree Aggies                                     £150.00
Mike Millett, nuts                                                  £21.00
Progress reports. For information, from: 

10. Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Pettitt The hedge is still obscuring the 30mph sign at the entrance to the village along the B1111. The Clerk will chase Suffolk County Council about this.                                                          

                                                                                                                                Action Clerk
10.1 Tree Warden: Cllr Millett 
Aggies Piece The dead oak has had its dangerous branches removed. General maintenance is being undertake with the paths to be cut back. Some rubbish had been dumped on the concrete pad, but has now been removed. Cllr Millett will fill the nut feeders this weekend. Public Footpaths

All clear, no reported problems with the horses on the meadow. 

Tree Warden

Hornbeam still being watered, the borough tree warden hasn’t looked at it yet. 
10.2 Communications Officer: Cllr Callear. 
Cllr Callear was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.3Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings 

Cllr Cummins had no report to make.
10.4 Village Hall representatives: Cllr Last

The village hall committee has put an article in the village magazine questioning how the village hall should be funded as it is currently being funded mainly by the committee members. Should the Parish Council give a grant which would ultimately mean a rise in council tax? This is something that will be asked in the April newsletter. Adult volunteers are being sought for Carol singing, there will be mince pies and mulled wine!
10.5 Legal Matters Cllr W Martineau 

Cllr Martineau was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.6Planning, Clerk of works Cllr C Bullock: 

Cllr Bullock was unable to attend the meeting and had no report to make.
10.7 Village Caretaker: Steve Wilson 

I have been keeping myself busy, and warm, this month with regular sweeping and raking of leaves.  Church Road has been, as usual, the worst area.  As mentioned previously the leaf fall in the New Cemetery has been much reduced this year.  I have been spreading leaves on the footpaths in Aggies’s Piece in an effort to protect them through the winter.

The recent rain has sparked a revival in grass growth so there will be some tidying up of verges to be done.  Cllr Millett and I will cut back the brambles at Aggies’s soon and, once that is complete, I will move on to trim the rear hedge at the Old Cemetery.

It still seems that there will be little, if any, overtime this year.  I have been using up hours recently in secondary work such as cutting back the edges of the footpath in Sandy Lane.  Other ‘odd’ jobs have included dismembering and removing a large fallen limb from an apple tree in Aggies’s and repairing the old litter trolley.

There is a need for the newly planted hedge to be weeded. The Clerk will ask the caretaker if he would be able to do this.                                                                                   Action clerk
10.8Cemetery Working Party.  

See under item 8.1.1
11.    Play area fence To discuss erecting a short length of chain fence to bridge the gap between the gate and the adjacent hedge.
Elite fencing will undertake this work when they have an off cut of fencing available.
12.    Tree maintenance, Old cemetery. Request to reduce crown height of a tree in the cemetery.  

This will be left until the resident requesting the work is able to attend a meeting to discuss the matter further.
13.    Hepworth Road Pavement. 
See under item 5, Cllr Spicer’s report.
14    Suffolk Acre Housing needs survey  

Suffolk Acre would like to attend the December meeting to discuss a housing needs survey for Barningham. The councillors would be happy for them to attend. The clerk will make the arrangements.                                                                                                           Action Clerk
15     Planning Matters 
15.1. Granted Applications SE/09/1117 Atwell, 87 Millfield road SE1039 49 Bishops Croft.

16     Correspondence for information 
16.1St Edmundsbury Borough council, invitation to building tour prior to Parish conference.10th 
November 2009 4-6:30, see under item 6
16.2 BT, adopt a phone box scheme (not Barningham) correspondence circulated.
17. Clerks report on urgent decisions since last meeting

The Clerk had no report to make.
18  Councillors reports and items for future agenda

There is some discussion about a memorial of some sort, perhaps a bench or tree, being erected in memory of the late Mr  Lingwood. The Clerk will ask the village caretaker to undertake a survey of the existing benches in the village, and their condition so that this information may be used to help inform a decision.                                            Action Clerk
The Gate between the church and cemetery is in a poor state. The Clerk will make enquires as to who is responsible for its up keep.                                                                  Action Clerk
19. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow) Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

20. Date of next meeting:  2nd December 2009
21To consider the exclusion of the public and press in the public interest for 
consideration of the following items:
21.1 Personnel Issues. None
21.2 Legal Issues. None   No further business, Meeting closed: 
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