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	Sexual Contact 

All adults should clearly understand the need to maintain appropriate boundaries in their contacts with children and young people. 
Intimate or sexual relationships between children/young people and the adults who work with them will be regarded as a grave breach of trust.  Allowing or encouraging a relationship to develop in a way which might lead to a sexual relationship is also unacceptable.

Any sexual activity between an adult and the child or young person with whom they work may be regarded as a criminal offence and will always be a matter for disciplinary action. 

Children and young people are protected by specific legal provisions regardless of whether the child or young person consents or not.  The sexual activity referred to does not just involve physical contact including penetrative and non-penetrative acts. It may also include non-contact activities, such as causing children to engage in or watch sexual activity or the production of pornographic material.  'Working Together to Safeguard Children'
, defines sexual abuse as “forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening”.

There are occasions when adults embark on a course of behaviour known as 'grooming' where the sole purpose is to gain the trust of a child, and manipulate that relationship so sexual abuse can take place.  

Adults should be aware that consistently conferring inappropriate special attention and favour upon a child might be construed as being part of a 'grooming' process and as such will give rise to concerns about their behaviour. 
	
	This means that adults should not:

· have  sexual relationships with children and young people

· have  any form of communication with a child or young person which could be interpreted as sexually suggestive or provocative i.e. verbal comments, letters, notes, electronic mail, phone calls, texts, physical contact

· make sexual remarks to, or about, a child/young person

· discuss their own sexual relationships with or in the presence of children or young people

This means that adults should:

· ensure that their relationships with children and young people  clearly take place within the boundaries of a respectful  professional relationship

· take care that their language or conduct does not give rise to comment or speculation. Attitudes, demeanour and language all require care and thought, particularly when members of staff are dealing with adolescent boys and girls.
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