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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 12 March 2007 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
1. Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), J Homan, C Wright, N Merriam, B Kemp, K Knights, T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer, J Clover and 8 members of the public

Apologies: 
Accepted from PC R Calver (report received)
2. Declaration of Interest: Received from J Homan for Item 8 and K Knights for Item 8
3. Minutes of Meeting held 8 January 2007: The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman

4. Village Forum: 
· Grimmer Sign – The sign has faded and is in need of repainting/repositioning.  Parish Council to investigate repainting/repositioning
· Notice Board – The doorknobs are in need of repair.  S Sparrow to ask S Sormani
5. Reports:

5.1. MSDC: A Stringer
· School Reorganisation Briefing – Midsuffolk councillors were briefed during early March regarding statistical variances/funding of this project.  Vote to take place on 22 March 2007.
· Recycling/Waste Collections – Serco is the new contractor for Midsuffolk

· Recreation and Play – Developers are now to contribute financially for the provision of play equipment/recreation facilities 

· Litterpick – to be held Sat, 14 April 2007 – meet at Wickham Skeith Village Hall at 9.30 am

5.2. Police: PC Calver forwarded his report which covered
· Crime Figures – no crimes have been reported in Wickham Skeith over the last 2 months
· Photographic Record of Valuables – Digital images can be taken of items of value and stored on to CD at no cost – if interested, please contact Mid Suffolk Crime Reduction Officer on 01473 383410

· Neighbourhood Watch – Website has now been re-launched and can be visited at neighbourhoodwatch.net 

5.3. Parish Clerk
· Literature/notices received will be on view at Parish Council Meetings for the public’s viewing
· Parish Council Elections – see Correspondence Received – Item 6.
5.4. Parish Councillors: 
· J Homan attended a Discussion Workshop held by Suffolk’s Primary Care Trust, “Care about Healthcare” on 1 March 2007 regarding the future of healthcare in Suffolk.  Feedback is welcomed with a deadline of 30 March 2007 - visit www.suffolkpct.nhs.uk for further information.  

· S Sparrow attended a Parish Liaison Meeting in February, giving an opportunity to view the current refurbishment of the offices at Mid Suffolk District Council and the reorganisation of the Planning Department.
5.5. SCC: J Clover
· Budget – Council Tax to increase by 4.5%

· Mobile Library – Service has been reviewed – Changes available at your nearest library or at www.suffolklibraries.gov.uk/mobilelibraries
· Primary Care Trust – plans to improve local healthcare 
· School Organisation Review – in favour of 2-tier system
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6. Correspondence Received: 
· Village of the Year 2007 – The Parish Council intends to take part – J Homan to action
· Mobile Library – Service has been reviewed – Changes available at your nearest library or at www.suffolklibraries.gov.uk/mobilelibraries

· Turfsol Ltd – advertising Grounds Maintenance

· SuffolkACRE Membership Renewal – to be renewed

· School Organisation Review – visit www.suffolkgov.uk/sor for latest developments/information - County Council to meet on 22 March 2006 to consider recommendations
· SCC: Speed Management Scheme – propose erecting repeater signs in Daisy Green Lane.  Parish Clerk to respond, expressing concern as to the necessity of this.
· SCC: Signposting of Public Rights of Way – Project to replace Signposts has commenced

· Audit Commission: Lubbock Fine have been appointed as External Auditors to all local councils
· MSDC: Parish Council Elections – Elections are being held 3 May 2007 – Please contact the Parish Clerk on 01449 781283 for a Nomination Pack
7. Finance:

7.1. Financial position as at 12 March 2007: Detailed accounts and projections were made available by B Kemp recording a Bank Balance of £1,567.98.  The following were agreed for payment:

· Hire of Village Hall 
£45.00
· SuffolkACRE Membership Renewal 
£20.00
7.2. Copies of the Statement of Assurance were also made available in preparation for the AGM in April.
8. Housing: Following discussions N Merriam proposed that the Parish Council continues to work towards having more affordable housing within Wickham Skeith.  This was seconded by B Kemp (4 votes in favour, 1 abstention).  In order to indicate a preferred site to MSDC, N Merriam proposed that the land off St Andrews Close was the most favourable on the basis of a shared equity scheme.  This was seconded by B Kemp (3 votes in favour, 2 Councillors with declarations of interest).
9. Planning Matters:

9.1. Planning Applications 

9.1.1. Ref: 0325/07/TPO – Land east of Pear Tree Cottage: Tree removal/pruning.  The Parish Council has written expressing concern regarding any development of this site, comments of which have been passed to the Council’s Enforcement Officer.
9.1.2. Ref: 0698/06/LDCE – Pear Tree Cottage: Use as garden land associated with Pear Tree Cottage – Appeal made

9.1.3. Ref: 0802/06/FUL – Pear Tree Cottage: Proposed erection of two detached dwellings – Appeal made

9.2. Planning Decisions

9.2.1. Ref: 2529/06/FUL – Knoll Farm, Daisy Green Lane: Change of use and erection of one field shelter - GRANTED

9.2.2. Ref: 3021/06 – Field View, The Street: Single storey side extension – GRANTED 

9.2.3. Ref: 2023/05/OUT – Land adjacent to Martindale, Thwaite Road: Appeal for the erection of 3 bed dwelling and 2 bed dwelling - APPEAL DISMISSED

10. Matters for next Agenda: Annual Accounts
11. Next Meeting:  30 April 2007 at 8.00 pm (Annual Parish Meeting/Parish Council AGM)
Meeting closed at 9.55 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..
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