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SOMERSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Somersham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd February 2010.   The meeting commenced at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.

Present: Councillors - Chris Mills (CM) – Chairman, Richard Browne (RB) – Vice Chairman, Terry Fordham (TF),  Penny Pearson (PP), Vic Pryke (VP),  Colin Burrows – Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator (CB), Councillor J Truelove (JT) and Councillor S Wright (SW)(for part of meeting), PCSO Sian Uttley and 3 members of the public. 
The meeting commenced in open session when the following points were raised:-

Great concern was expressed at the condition of the road surface in parts of Somersham Road with the large amount of mud and pieces of rock, even the road surface is breaking up in parts. The concern of the parish council will be conveyed to SCC Highways asking for urgent attention to this situation.

There being no other points raised, the chairman closed the open session and the parish council meeting was convened.
	Subject
	Discussion/Resolution
	Action

	09/74  Apologies for Absence

	
	 Barbara Tottle (BT)

	09/75  Previous Meeting’s Minutes

	i) Last Meeting’s Minutes
	TF pointed out he was not present at the meeting of 4th November and could not have proposed approval of the minutes.  CM agreed to propose approval of the November minutes.  Subject to this amendment the minutes of 2nd December were approved.  Proposed PP, seconded RB.
	

	ii) Action points outstanding
	None
	

	09/76  Parish Administration

	i) Resignation of Cllr. Hodge
	All members of the parish council expressed their sadness at the resignation of Janet Hodge.
Clerk reported the statutory Notice of Vacancy must remain on the notice board until 9th February.  If no election is requested the parish council may co-opt to fill the vacancy.
	Clerk to send letter of appreciation

	ii)  Declaration of Interests
	 None
	

	iii) Clerk’s Report
	Clerk’s report previously circulated.  Two items were reported: 
a) Registration of allotment garden – SALC advice is to go ahead and register the land and include the triangular piece at the junction with Main Road if the parish council is prepared to accept responsibility.  If the land is already registered, the Land Registry will advise the parish council.  Agreed that the clerk should proceed with the registration including the triangular piece.  Proposed RB, seconded TF. 
b) Footpath 33 (adjacent to allotments) – letter from SCC stated this path is on cutting schedule and suggested removal and leave to allotment holders.  This was not acceptable and SCC would be informed.
TF expressed concern at BT’s inaction regarding the condition of the payphone.  Clerk reported several conversations with BT who did not respond as agreed.
	Clerk to action

Clerk to reply to SCC.

Circulate allotment tenancy conditions.

Clerk to express council’s disgust at delay of repair.

	09/77  Safety and Security

	i) Police
	PCSO Uttley reported :- 
· 2 crimes since last meeting including damage to Radarlux speed device.
· PC Tina Fairness is due to join team February/March.

· Speeding Priority Working Group has been set up which has designated Somersham as one of the top 5 priority villages within the Mid Suffolk South Safer Neighbourhood Team area for trialling different methods of speed control to establish most effective.

· Nearest forthcoming Tasking Meetings are 18th March at 6.30pm in MSDC Offices Lecture Theatre and -

13th May at 6.30pm in the Parish Rooms, Stowmarket Road, Gt. Blakenham.
	

	ii) Neighbourhood Watch
	Colin Burrows reported:-

December –

· No reported crime.

· Village has 40-50 sandbags, hopefully still in good condition.

January - 

· No reported crime.
· 1 incident involving a SCC sign in Church Lane alleged children throwing snowballs at the sign.  No apparent damage.

· Somersham has lost PCSO Whitrow, now covered by PCSO Sian and PCSO Matt.

· Sandbags not yet inspected to see if replacements needed.
	

	iv)  Community Speedwatch Scheme
	PCSO Sian Uttley reported initiatives which had been funded to combat speeding in the 5 priority parishes in Mid Suffolk South, one of which is Somersham.  Somersham will have Radarlux speed signs, but they will be shared with other parishes. 
In addition the Speeding Working Group has offered to fund a Community Speedwatch Scheme (CSWS) for Somersham.  A further request for volunteers will be advertised.
	Clerk to forward details of volunteers to PCSO Uttley

	iii) Traffic/Speeding Concerns
	JT reported her dismay at the vandalism which occurred to the Radarlux speed sign whilst on location in Somersham.  However the concerns on speeding in Somersham had been included in the Locality Pilot Project budget and included speed signing in the village which would be shared with other villages.  Although not a permanent addition the signing would be present for a long period of time.
On the question of the Community Speedwatch Scheme JT reported the possibility to link with another village to prevent volunteers monitoring in their own community.
	


At this point CM had to leave the meeting to attend to a domestic emergency and RB the Vice Chairman took the chair.

	09/78  Parish Liaison

	i) County Councillor’s report
	Cllr. Truelove reported:-

· Boundary Committee – announcement expected within the next few weeks.
· Waste Core Strategy  - deadline for response is 22nd February followed by a Public Examination in the summer.

· National Grid Pylons – SCC had no preferred route but considered the route should be in part, or whole, underground and cables under the sea should be explored.  Neither was mentioned at public exhibition.
	

	iii) Community Shop
	RB reported Environment Agency permission received to locate shop on original site by the car park.  Big Lottery Fund application has got through first stage.  Will shortly be putting in planning application.  The parish council was happy for the Shop Steering Group to use some of the allocated parish council funds if needed to keep costs as low as possible.
	

	iv)  National Grid consultation
	All agreed to respond to this consultation not supporting any route option, but expressing the National Grid had not presented all options and was disappointed that the case for burying all, or part, of the route was not explored.  Before agreeing to any overground route the council needs to know what the alternatives are, and considers undersea cables should be explored.
	Clerk to respond.

	09/79  Finance

	i)   I & E Statement 2009/2010 
	Clerk reported £1.38 bank interest had been received.  Expenditure currently £10,684.00 which was in line with the budget.
	

	ii) Playing Field Grass Maintenance
	Clerk reported request from the Somersham & District Community Association for financial support for the 2010 grass maintenance of the playing field.  Clerk had also obtained a quote from SCC which was more expensive than the MSDC Service Level Agreement. 
A point was made regarding the parish council’s request at the time of the initial arrangement for the SDCA to undertake fundraising on its own behalf.  TF stated the SDCA was unable to undertake fundraising due to the small number of members on the committee. 
It was eventually agreed to accept the MSDC quote stating that the Community Association must not agree extra cuts; contractor to be instructed to contact the parish council; cutting to take place between end of March and end of October.   
Proposed PP, seconded RB
	Clerk to advise MSDC and SDCA.

	iii) 2006 Audit Regulations Financial Review
	Deferred to next meeting.
	

	iv)  Cheque Requisitions
	SCC – reconcreting litter bin adjacent to bus shelter - £70.50
Proposed  TF, seconded  PP
	

	09/78  Parish Liaison - continued

	ii) District Councillor’s Report
	Cllr. Wright had arrived and reported:-

· National Grid Pylons – MSDC would prefer route 2 to be adopted but has asked for more information about the long term (lifetime) costs of underground cables.

· Snoasis – Section 106 agreements meeting to be held on 3rd March.

Application for housing to go to next planning committee meeting.
	

	09/80 Parish Development

	i) Planning applications 
	3408/09 – erection of single storey extension at 70 Springfield Road. Site visit attended by CM,PP,VP who had no objections. Agreed to support the application.
	

	ii)  Planning decision notices
	3227/09 – Erection of rear conservatory, 6 Cherry Tree Cottages - Granted
	

	iii) Affordable Housing
	TF outlined the areas discussed with a MSDC Senior Planning Officer, namely the area behind Princes Gardens garages and an area behind Somersham Garage.  Neither looked practical, but Planning Officer is sending a report.
TF expressed concern at the lack of suitable sites for affordable housing and felt the impact on the village which was losing so many small properties should be fully debated at a future meeting.
	Clerk to chase report from planning.
Agenda item future meeting

	09/81  Recreation and Services

	i) Village Hall
	RB reported the cleaner/caretaker had been appointed on a 6 month temporary contract and would be supported by her partner.  Still problems with floor in the hall.
	

	ii) Community Association
	TF reported the SDCA had recorded an overspend in the 12 months up to December 2009, but reserves had been maintained and overall the situation was satisfactory
	

	iii) 2012 Open Weekend
	Deferred.
	Agenda item future meeting

	09/82   Environment

	i) Footpaths
	PP reported  SCC had apologised for  responding to her list of complaints using job numbers instead of footpath numbers. 
	

	ii) Grit/Salt Bins
	Email received requesting a grit bin at the T junction in Springfield Road was discussed. Councillors felt the grit in the concrete ring and the provision of the grit bin near the school playing field fence should be sufficient, but the provision of grit bins would be discussed in time for next winter.
	

	09/83  Communication

	i) Items for Village Newsletters
	No further items.
	

	ii) Correspondence
	Full list circulated.
Nothing further to add. 
PP considered all local youth organisations should have been sent the email requesting youth projects for funding.
	Clerk to forward email to TF for onward circulation

	iii) Councillors reports
	 The litter bin in Springfield Road near Brook Way junction had been damaged and needed reconcreting.
	Clerk to order repair.


The meeting closed at 10.00pm  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 
3rd March 2010 in the Committee Room, Village Hall. 

Signed:                                                    (Chairman)            Dated:
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