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Wickham Skeith 

Parish Council

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

held Monday, 9 November 2009 at Wickham Skeith Village Hall
Present: 
S Sparrow (Chairman), N Merriam (Vice-Chairman), J Formby, M Appleby, K Knights, B Kemp and T Goodacre (Clerk)


A Stringer (MSDC and SCC – part of) and 5 members of the public

Apologies:
S Johnson (Suffolk Police)
1. Chairman’s Welcome: The Chairman opened the meeting, offering condolences to N Merriam on the loss of his father, Hugh Merriam, who had been a great asset to the village.
2. Declaration of Interest: None received. 

3. Minutes of Meeting held 14 September 2009: The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  Minutes of Meeting held 15 October 2009 (Planning Meeting): The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
4. Village Forum: 
· M McCarthy enquired as to the size/output of the wind turbine for Planning Application No: 2669/09.  N Merriam confirmed size as 15 m (ground to turbine mounting) and output at 5 kw.
· Mr & Mrs Charman (via email) requested consideration be given to a “No Through Road” sign being erected for Rose Lane to deter traffic.  The Council were in agreement with this request - Clerk to contact SCC.  It was also requested that a more official sign be posted regarding Dog Fouling.  M McCarthy agreed to remove the current sign and dog owners are reminded that it is an offence for dogs to foul public areas - evidence of offenders can be reported to Customer Service Direct (0845 606 6067) - maximum penalty £1,000.
5. Reports:

5.1. SCC: A Stringer
· Green Bike Project: Unwanted bicycles are being taken from landfill and other sources to train people with learning disabilities to repair and refurbish, offering “pool bikes” for local businesses.  Organised by Genesis Orwell Mencap: 01473 723888.
· B1115 Stowmarket Relief Road: New bridge due to finish in June 2010 and will contain shot blasted images of industrial past and present of Stowmarket.

· Section 106 Agreement Monies: Media making claims regarding the sums of monies that Councils hold in relation to Community Developments.
· Integrated Risk Management Policy Councillor Working Group: A Stringer is now part of this group, which is responsible for the Management Plan for the Fire and Rescue Service, and will be consulting with the service/public on improving this vital service.
5.2. MSDC: A Stringer

· Fly Tipping: Evidence of Registration No has been received regarding fly tipping in Wickham Lane and this has been followed up.
· Xmas Tree Recycling:  This service will be offered again this year at the Village Hall.

· Community Speed Watch: Other villages have expressed interest for partnerships (See item 9).
5.3. Suffolk Police: Report read by Parish Clerk
· Reported Crimes: No reported crimes since 16 October 2009.
· Community Speed Watch: Looking for minimum of 6 residents to join scheme and form partnership with nearby villages.  (Confirmation received of team in place - see Item 9).
· Suffolk Safe Key: Reminder of scheme where residents register key holder details with the police in order to save valuable time gaining access to property should an incident occur whilst property is left unattended.

· Neighbourhood Police Meeting: This is now open to the public – next meeting 25 November 2009 - 7.00 pm at The Baptist Chapel (A140 Stonham Parva).
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5.4. Parish Clerk 
· Locality Grant: Formal application has been made to SCC.  A Stringer advised that additional monies may be available.  Clerk to obtain quotes for Dog Litter Bins.
· St Andrew’s Close: Photographs of site had been emailed to the Development Officer of Orwell Housing, who was well aware of all the landscaping issues raised.  Although confirmation of action to be taken was received, it would appear that this site still remains unattractive and works are still incomplete.  Clerk to re-contact Development Officer.   
· Care Group: 30 copies of the Footpath Leaflet have been reprinted, as requested, in readiness for their next meeting.

5.5. Parish Councillors

· Wildlife Survey: M Appleby advised that the Newsletter had not encouraged many volunteers, although sufficient numbers have offered to collect data.
· Tree Works: M Appleby confirmed that second stage of the planned tree works will go ahead after Christmas.  It was agreed that a further Planning Application be made regarding the pollarding of willows, which were not included on the initial application. 
· Lorry Traffic: M Appleby advised that a resident of The Street is currently monitoring traffic, liaising with the Highways Department.  The Parish Council recognised the commitment of this resident; however, justification was given to vehicles transporting goods to/from local farms. 
6. Correspondence Received: 
6.1. Terminal Control North: NATS have advised that the second consultation will now not take place until at least September 2010.  The general downturn in air traffic levels means there is less urgency for this development.

6.2. External Audit: This has been completed by BDO Stoy Hayward.

6.3. East of England: Inviting views on shaping future for housing and economic growth via on-line consultation - no interest received.

6.4. SCC Transport Scrutiny Committee: Inviting views on Street Lighting - no interest received.

6.5. Community Engagement:  Questionnaire received regarding MSDC’s engagement with Councils – completed at end of meeting.
6.6. Messenger Distribution: MSDC asking for interested parties to distribute annual magazine at 15p per copy.  Chairman to approach resident in Grange Road.

All other correspondence dealt with during Agenda items or included in Correspondence File.

7. Financial Position: 
7.1. B Kemp presented the accounts as at 31 October 2009, showing a bank balance of £1,803.00.  The following invoices were approved for payment:

· M A Downard (Grass Cutting)
£575.00 inc VAT
· BDO Stoy Hayward (External Audit)
£57.50 inc VAT

· Mirror Warehouse (Visibility Mirror)
£97.75 inc VAT

7.2. Parish Precept:  B Kemp advised the Council and it was agreed that the precept would be agreed at the January meeting.
8. Planning Matters:  
8.1. Application No: 2680/09 – 14 Grange Road.  Application to lay block paving to front garden (Householder Development) – No objections received from Councillors.
8.2. Application No: 3286/09: The Old Post Office, The Green – Application for tree works.  M Appleby (Tree Warden) to view and comment as required. 
9. Road Safety Initiative: J Formby has team of 7 volunteers for this scheme.  A Stringer confirmed that other villages are registering interest and partnerships are being formed.
10. Matters for next Agenda: No items raised.
11. Next Meeting: 11 January 2010 at 8.00 pm 

Meeting closed at 9.05 pm

Signed: …………………………………………..


Chairman

Date:

…………………………………………..










