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SUFFOLK NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ASSOCIATION

COUNTY EXECUTIVE MEETING

Tuesday 9th February 2010

Tony Fowlers house

MINUTES

1. Attendance

Bob Gooch BG

Chair- Mildenhall

Tony Fowler TF
Treasurer – Stowmarket

Peter Taber PT

Ipswich

Chris Gilmore CG
Secretary-Suffolk Constabulary, Crime Reduction Officer

David Southgate DS
Deputy Chair-Ipswich

Brian Sivyer BS

Lowestoft

2. Apologies


Dorothy Boggis DB
Lowestoft


	
ITEM
	
COMMENTS
	
ACTION

	3. Minutes from meeting 8th October 2008
	 Agreed by all
	

	4. Matter Arising- 


	· BG gave an update on funding in relation to concerns raised that money was being used to create an organisation rather than support NW at grassroots level.  Regions were not being involved in the consultation process. Bob had raised this at regional level and would be making his views known at the national meeting in March.

· PT raised the issue of insurance, particularly the fact that Suffolk County Council do not recognise the insurance provided for NW by the Home Office. BG explained that next year the matter of insurance would be passed to NHWN and would not be provided by the Home Office.

· BG explained that the web sites were being reviewed and passed around a copy of the new format including the wording he had submitted for the Suffolk pages.
	BG to raise at the national meeting



	5. Correspondence


	· BG explained that he would be attending a Community Safety Forum in Bury St Edmunds on 25/02/10.  BS stated he had attended one recently in Saxmundham, discussion followed on the various groups involved and NW involvement in providing assistance during local emergencies. 

· BG mentioned a paper he had received from Catch 22 in relation to NHWN working with young people, which he had circulated. 

· DS gave an update on the Roads and Transport Scrutiny Committee meeting on 24th November at Endeavour House Ipswich, which he had attended. The main issue had been lighting and it had been agreed that more consultation was required however the matter was now being passed up to SCC Executive. It was felt by everybody that this was the wrong way to progress as once it went to the executive there would be no more consultation.


	

	6. Reports from each member including those not in attendance.
	· Treasurer (TF) gave his report stating that there was a net sum of £2214.95 in the bank and a further £5000 in funds with Scottish Widows. 

· TF reported that the accounts had not been audited for a number of years, he felt the issue needed to be addressed and had arranged for a local person  (Debbie Turner) who audits the parish council accounts to do this for the association. Although we are not legally obliged to audit the accounts it was felt by all present that this was a good idea. 

· TF explained that he had not claimed expenses for a number of years but had a receipt for £7.20 for postage, which he would like to submit this was approved by all present for payment.  Discussion followed on expenses and it was agreed that TF could claim up to £10 in expenses without seeking authority from the committee.

· BS gave a report on the Lowestoft Association which he explained had now been rejuvenated and was going from strength to strength. They had recently held an AGM at which in excess of 40 persons were in attendance. A full committee had now been formed and they had 8 co-ordinators across 12 wards.  He mentioned the welcome pack folders for new co-ordinators which he had been told were no longer in existence.

· DS raised the issue of funding for signs, he had explored the community forum who were unwilling to fund small amounts.  He will now explore the matter with Ipswich Borough Council.

· PT reported that NE Ipswich SNT website had a link to a local newsletter on the back page of which was some NW information. He enquired whether it would be possible for local NW to have a half page in the newsletter to publish a short article and contact details.  BS had a similar newsletter from Lowestoft. It was agreed there was some merit in the idea but that local NW would need to liaise with their SNT.
	TF to arrange

Welcome pack folders to be explored by CG

CG to discuss with SNT Development Team

	7. Matters from Regional Meeting in Essex on 25th January
	· No items, discussion had been mainly about the forthcoming national meeting
	

	8. National Update
	No items
	

	9. Amendment to SNWA constitution
	BG explained that it was proposed to make a very slight amendment to para 7.5, the words National Neighbourhood Watch Association would have the first letters changed form upper to lower case. Short discussion on the implications of this, BG explained that this would be an agenda item at the AGM and he was merely giving advance notice of the proposal
	BG to ensure this is agenda item for AGM



	10. Service Level Agreement 
	SLA was agreed with two very minor amendments and signed by BG on behalf of SNWA and CG on behalf of Suffolk Constabulary.  Annual review to be carried out at the AGM
	.



	11. AOB
	· Streetwatch:  CG explained that he had received some papers on a scheme, which was now operational in Hampshire. A paper was being circulated by the National Policing Improvements Agency (NPIA). CG gave a brief overview of the scheme and invited comments.  Broad consensus was that it may have some merits and should be explored but should be separate from NW.

· NHW week would be 14/06/10 – 20/06/10
	CG to give update at next meeting.



	12.Date of next meeting 
	14/04/10 to include the AGM – At Tony’s house.
	


