Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th October 2008 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.  
Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer (Chairman), Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond-Fox, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights, Cllr Robbins(arrived 7.15pm) , Cllr Tucker.  

Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
7 Members of the public – arrived 7.15pm. 
John Taylor SCC – arrived 7.15pm
Agenda
1. Apologies for absence
Cllr Rogers  
Cllr Duce – WDC 

P C Harris 
2. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Tucker declared a personal interest in the parish plan. 

Cllr Robbins declared a personal interest in the parish plan. 

3.  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th September 2008. 
On the proposal of Cllr Culyer seconded by Cllr Holman the minutes were agreed by all.  
4. Matters arising not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda. 

a) Venue – Discussion took place regarding the venue for future meetings. If meetings are to continue at the Middle School, the meetings must be finished by 9pm in order for the caretaker to lock up. The Primary School could also be a possible venue. 
After full discussion it was agreed to hold the November and December meetings at the Middle School with a 7pm start, as these dates had already been booked. The situation will then be reviewed for 2009. 

5. Items from councillors on matters not on the agenda. 
a) Grass cutting
b) Painting of seats – Mr Crisp will undertake this in the spring. 

c) Trees – 2 trees on Ashdale Drive/Hornbeam Close need cutting back. WDC to be contacted. 

d) Tree Trimming – On the Beccles side of Woodside Ave there is a maple tree that needs cutting.  

Meeting opened to the public.  
Reports and Questions

a)  Report from police.  
P C Harris had sent a report to advise councillors of the incidents that had occurred during September;  
10th September – domestic incident at Willow Close 
September – a front door damaged and a person from Lowestoft was found in possession of an offensive weapon. 

24th September – domestic incident at Orchard Rise 

September – a disqualified driver arrested and charged on the A146 Lowestoft Road. 

P C Harris also advised that with the SNT review completed, there will be changes at Beccles Police Station. The SNT officer for the Worlingham Area will be Stirling Parsk 1093. 

Bluebell Way – P C Harris had looked at the number of logged calls about incidents at Bluebell Way since June 2008 – From 1st June – 18th August there had been 6 calls from one resident and 2 from other residents. There had been no calls logged since 18th August. P C Harris had patrolled Bluebell Way every night last week and there was no one in the play area.  

b) Report from Cllr Taylor - SCC
See below. 
c) Report from WDC 
 
No report. 
d) Items from members of the public
SOR Review – A member of the public asked that the parish council consider obtaining some/all of the primary school site if the school is to close as part of the SOR review.  
Meeting closed to public contribution 7.12pm. 
6. Clerks Report and correspondence received. 
Full details as on the clerks report as provided to councillors, with a copy in the minute book attached to the main minutes and in addition comment was made on the following; 

a) Boundary Review  

The clerk read to the meeting the response that had been sent to the Boundary Committee from the parish council. 
The clerk also read to the meeting the overview from the analysis of the responses that had been received from members of the public during the public consultation. A letter detailing the analysis of responses had been sent to the Boundary Committee. 

The clerk advised councillors that the consultation had ended on 26th September but that once a proposal was announced after 31st December 2008, there would be another 4 week consultation period for thoughts to be submitted on the proposal.  

A discussion took place regarding the Boundary Committee process.   

b) One Suffolk Computer Training 
The Chairman advised that 3 members of the public had attended the beginner’s session but that there had been a full bus for the intermediate session. This week the bus had broken down. 

c) QPS
The clerk had provided to all councillors the requirements for obtaining QPS. After full discussion it was agreed that the QPS working party would consider Section 4 as this is the section that will need the most work to enable the accreditation to be applied for. 

Working party to meet to consider further. 

d) School Organisational Review – the clerk read out the section within the consultation document relating to the Worlingham schools.   
Cllr Robbins advised that she had just attended a meeting with SCC and the governors and staff at the Middle School to discuss the implications. On present time scales the Primary School would move to the Middle School in September 2011. The Middle School will need work modifications to be carried out and this may be done whilst the children are at the school. 

The Middle School may be available for community use as well as housing the primary school children, as the building would offer sufficient space. 

It is proposed within the Lowestoft re- organisation that there will be a new High School at the Pakefield Middle School site.  

There will be further information in 2009. 
Discussion took place regarding the site on which the Primary School stands and the implication within the consultation that this may be sold.  

After full discussion and considering the remarks by a resident above, councillors suggested that a letter be sent to the Education Authority advising that the parish council would wish to be invited to all discussions regarding the future of the site.  
e) Councillor Training – an e mail had been received from Salc advising that they could hold bespoke training courses which could also be held locally. 
Within QPS there is a need for councillors and clerks to attend training/workshops to keep up to date with new legislation.   

f) Werel’s Loke – section 106 monies – A response had been received from our solicitor advising that WDC did have powers to consider using section 106 monies on other venues in the community. 

After discussion councillors agreed that the clerk should write to WDC asking them what their possible options were for these monies.   

g) Beccles Town Council – The Town Council had responded agreeing to the parish council suggestion that a joint imitative on some matters may be appropriate. Town Council have forwarded volunteers for the group. Parish council volunteers will be Cllr Tucker, Cllr Culyer, Cllr Rogers, and Cllr Robbins. It was felt that the initial agenda item should be on traffic matters.    

h) First Bus had responded to the councils letter about their service to advise that any issues regarding the bus service should be advised to them, confirming the date and time of the scheduled service about which the complaint is being made. Residents to be advised of this, and advised that they should contact First Bus with this information, or contact the parish clerk. 

I) Broads Authority letter received asking for the name of a volunteer for Tree Warden in this area. Cllr Knights is the tree warden for the parish and his contact details will be advised to the Broads Authority.    

j) SID Data – The SID had been in the village today at the two locations requested by the parish council – the garage on the Lowestoft Road and the Park Drive end of Lowestoft Road. 

Meeting opened again for further public contribution.  
a) A resident advised that following the heavy rains the area from the church to Garden Lane had become flooded. The manhole appeared to be filled. Contact will be made with Anglian Water and SCC Highways. 

SCC – John Taylor 

a) Cllr Taylor advised that a petition had been presented to SCC asking them to consider reversing the one way system along Grove Road. Councillors did consider the request even though it was received after the end of the consultation. A technical survey was completed of the area and it was noted that 90% of the traffic was local traffic. Some other systems were considered but it was agreed that there would be no overall benefit as there would be hold ups caused elsewhere.  

b) Cllr Taylor  advised that the Labour Group were opposed to the SOR as there would appear to be no overall advantage to Education. 

c) An exercise was carried out to put a Heavy Goods vehicle ban along the Ellough Road. This would mean that all traffic would need to come along the Lowestoft Road. 

It was considered preferable to keep the traffic along the Ellough Road as there were less schools/ children using this route. 

d) Cllr Taylor asked that a copy of the Parish Plan outcomes were sent to him, especially in relation to traffic issues. 

e) Cllr Taylor advised that he would hope to have his monthly surgery at the Pharmacy now that the church hall was closed.       

Meeting closed for public contribution 
7. Updates from previous meetings. 
a) Play areas 
It was again suggested that for budgeting purposes and to enable grants to be applied for, a five year plan of the equipment/maintenance needed for the individual play areas should be drawn up. 

The play area committee will meet before the next parish council meeting to consider this further. 
Winer Diners 

Bluebell Way – Review to take place in March 2009. 
Climbing Frame at All Saints Green – Play area working party to consider the type of apparatus required and report back to the next meeting. 

2nd Goal at All Saints Green play area/ safety surfacing.  

WDC are awaiting the pathway to be installed prior to carrying out these works. 

Park Drive Gate   

a) Re second gate – with Tony Rudd at WDC. 
Woodfield Park drainage. 

Update awaited from WDC. 
Werel’s Loke 
No issues. 
b) Gating Order  
SCC would like payment in advance for this project. Discussion took place regarding this. Clerk was asked to verify with Salc whether this would be permissible. On the receipt of Salc agreement, it was resolved by a majority of 7 for and 1 against, that the payment could be made to SCC.   
c) Parish Plan 
Cllr Burgess thanked the parish plan working group for the excellent questionnaire. 
Cllr Tucker advised that the parish plan questionnaires have been delivered and the majority of the volunteers had collected from their area. There would appear to be a 60 – 70% response rate. This is considered excellent. 
Thanks were extended to all of the volunteers who had helped with the delivery and collection.  
d) Pathway to Primary School 
Works will commence on 27th October 2008. A request has been received for a cycle rack at the school end of the path, near to the entrance to the play area. It was suggested that once the pathway had been paid for, this request could be considered further.   

e) Village Sign 
Mr Hall has not yet been to see the sign. A quote is still awaited for the works. Cllr Knights will chase Mr Hall and ask for a quote by the end of the week. 

Clerk to advise Mr Nourse of the suggested base for the new sign – and send a copy of the photograph of the Thurton village sign so that he could see what it will look like.    

f) Activities/events 2008/2009
Village Fete -   The Middle School PTA are meeting on 15th October and Cllr Culyer will attend to discuss the proposed Village Fete. 

St Georges Day Event – Cllr Hammond-Fox advised that she and Cllr Burgess will liase with the schools on this matter. 
8. Planning 

Applications
DC/08/1082/ful – Construction of two storey rear extension and single storey side extension at 36 Pepys Ave, by Mr Littlechild. 
It was resolved by all to refuse the application as per the working party recommendation, with the comment that it is too big for the plot and contrary to Policies H18 and H17 and DC1. 

C/08/1095/FUL – Installation of ATM machine and bollards to front elevation at 27 Hillside Ave, by One Stop Shops Ltd. 
It was resolved by all to approve the application with the comment that council would wish to be consulted about the extended opening hours

DC/08/1065/ful – construction on one bungalow at 31 Garden Lane by Mr S Harvey 

After full discussion it was resolved to endorse the views of the working party and refuse the application on the grounds of overdevelopment, drainage issues, dangerous access to the site.  
DC/08/1141/FUL 

Construction of a single storey side extension at 52 Sheridan Walk by Mrs I Nash. 

It was resolved by all to approve the application with the comment that these were supposed to be affordable starter homes. 

Planning Correspondence 
WDC Decisions - DC/08/0806 – approved.  DC/08/0957/FUL approved. W/08/0379 approved. W/08/0378 approved. 
9. Reports from meetings attended by councillors

a) Rural Community Partnership – Cllr Tucker had attended the meeting and reported on the following matters which could be of interest to the parish council; 
i) PCT – Are keen to provide grants to local projects up to £100k. Any thing that would benefit health and well being in the community would be eligible. The group applying would need to have a constitution, and Julian Miller is the designated officer connected with the scheme. Monies will be available for 3 years. 
ii) Annual Conference of the RCP had taken place and the action plan resulting from these concentrated concerns on older people/ youths/ transport and learning. Janet Peachey from WCF is already involved with the parish plan steering group.  

iii) There may be some funding available to assist with the publication of a newsletter/ village magazine. 
iv) Cllr Tucker advised that many of the action points included Beccles, and Worlingham would need to ensure that it is kept in the loop. 

v) Cllr Tucker will keep in contact with Janet Peachey and with the RCP.   

b) SNT – Cllr Culyer had attended the SNT presentation. Points of information to note are as follows; 

i) 33% of crimes are solved, 67% of crimes are unsolved.   Crime has reduced by 6% in the past 12 months. 
ii) In Waveney, crime has reduced by 2.3% over 12 months.  

iii) The SNT do support the 4 Towns Bus. 
iv) It is estimated that 250,000 people visited the Lowestoft air show. 

At the end of the SNT meeting a poll was carried out to see of those present, who would endorse a tax increase if it were used to pay for an increase in the police service – of those present 47% replied yes.   
10. Finance
a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made. 

The cheques included the settlement to WDC for the installation of the winer diners. The invoice is higher than the original quote as some of the existing winer diners were moved so that a double concrete pad could be made for both the old and new winer diner. It was resolved by all that the invoice as presented was appropriate for payment.    
b) Banking System – Discussion took place regarding the placement of Parish Council Funds following the recent problems with financial institutions.  After full discussion it was resolved by all that the funds were in the most appropriate place and no amendments were required. 

c) Youth Recreation Account – It was resolved by all that this account could now be closed. Police to be contacted for their thoughts on the small remaining balance, as this results from grant funding which was made available from the police.   

d) Budgeting for 09/10 – The initial documentation will need to be returned to WDC by 9th December and 2 meetings may therefore be required during November. 

11. Councillors questions/matters from above. 

a) Werel’s Loke – the grass had been cut last week and because it had been left so long, clumps of grass were lying on the ground. Request to be made for the grass to be cut more often in future. 
b) painting of seats – Mr Crisp will undertake this in the Spring. 

c) Trees – 2 trees on Ashdale Drive/Hornbeam Close need cutting back. WDC to be contacted. 

d) Tree Trimming – On the Beccles side of Woodside Ave there is a maple tree that needs cutting.  

e) Church Hall – clerk to write to Suzie Ellis asking for an update regarding the intentions for the hall. 

12. Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 11th November 2008 at 7.00pm at the Middle School.  
Meeting closed at 9.15pm.  
Chairman ……………………………
Dated………………………………………..    
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