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	Home Visits

There are workers for whom home visits are an integral part of their work. In these circumstances it is essential that appropriate policies and related risk assessments are in place to safeguard children and young people and the adults who work with them.

A risk assessment should include an evaluation of any known factors regarding the child/young person, parents and others living in the household.  Risk factors such as hostility, child protection concerns, complaints or grievances can make adults more vulnerable to an allegation. Specific consideration should be given to visits outside of ‘office hours’ or in remote or secluded locations.  Following an assessment, appropriate risk management measures should be in place before visits are agreed. Where little or no information is available, visits should not be made alone.  There will be occasions where risk assessments are not possible or not available, e.g. when emergency services are used. In these circumstances, a record must always be made of the circumstances and outcome of the home visit. Such records must always be available for scrutiny.
Under no circumstances should an adult visit a child in their home outside agreed work arrangements or invite a child to their own home or that of a family member, colleague or friend.  If in an emergency, such a one -off arrangement is required, the adult must have a prior discussion with a senior manager and the parents or carers and a clear justification for such arrangement is agreed and recorded. 
	
	These means that adults should: 

· agree the purpose for any home visit with senior management, unless this is an acknowledged and integral part of their role e.g. social workers

· adhere to agreed risk management strategies

· always make detailed records including times of arrival and departure  and work undertaken

· ensure any behaviour or situation which gives rise to concern is discussed with their manager and, where appropriate action is taken

This means that employers should:

· ensure that they have home visit and lone-working policies of which all adults are made aware. These should include arrangements for risk assessment and management

· ensure that all  visits are justified and recorded

· ensure that adults are not exposed to unacceptable risk

· ensure that adults have access to a  mobile telephone and an emergency contact person 
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