PAGE  

BARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Barningham Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 1 April 2009 at 7:35pm in Barningham Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs: B Last, D Pettitt, M Millett, K Cummings, P Callear, W Martineau, C Bullock 

& B Cllr D Ray

Apologies for absence.  C Cllr J Spicer 

1. Minutes. Minutes of the meeting of 4 March 2009 signed and approved as a correct record. 

Meeting Adjourned

2. Meeting Open to the Public

2.1 Request for sign

A request has been received for a no balls games sign on the green at Millfields. The area in question

is not Parish Council land; it is understood to belong to Suffolk County Council. The Clerk will pass this information to the resident making the request.                                                                   Action Clerk

2.2 Goal – Cricket Meadow

A number of youngsters from the village came to the meeting to ask about a football goal for the cricket meadow. The Councillors agreed to provide a goal and net, from Collier Turf, on the understanding that the youngsters would take good care of it. The clerk will make arrangement to have the old goal posts removed and the new ones ordered and installed.                                                               Action Clerk

2.3 Play area

Concerns were raised about the rubbish and dog mess in the children’s play area. The Clerk will order a ‘No dogs’ sign. The Chairman and Cllr Cummings will, with the help of the village caretaker, endeavour to check the area regularly.                                                                Action Clerk/Cllr Last/Cummings 
3. Report of County Councillor: J Spicer

3.1 Hepworth Road pavement

A meeting was held on Tuesday 31st March to discuss the taking the project forward. This was called in light of the fact that three residents of Hepworth Road are objecting to the path. The Parish Council and the other residents consider the construction of the footway to be of paramount importance especially considering the increase of heavy traffic on the road and the long wait for the footway. The Parish Council agreed therefore to ask that the footway be constructed from No 4 Hepworth Road now and leave a gap outside Numbers 2 and 3. Hopefully at some point in the future agreement might be reached to construct this part of the footway but currently it is felt that this partial construction would go a long way to meet the needs of the residents. There is already a short footway from the corner of Hopton Road and Hepworth road which reaches past No1 and which slopes down to the road at right angles to Hepworth Road. If this slope could be changed to face down towards the new footway and the footway outside No 4 could be sloped towards the current corner footway the route would be easier for mothers with pushchairs, wheelchairs and those with walking difficulties. In order to help make the area outside numbers 2 and 3 safer for residents  it will be asked if it would it be possible to paint either no parking lines or at least a hatched strip along the road there to encourage drivers to keep away from the road edge at that point. The road curves there and it is felt that this would not cause a problem for drivers.  There is a known problem with parking along the top end of this road; this may be part of the reason why the highways verge opposite his house is being worn away with Lorries driving over the kerb. As there is apparently some spare highways land there (now mainly mud) it will be asked if it would be possible to widen the road near the junction by moving the kerb over slightly. The Chairman will write to Suffolk County Council to make these requests.                                                                                                              Action Cllr Last

4. Report of Borough Councillor: D Ray

4.1 Cattle Market

The park and ride will continue to operate until Easter.

4.2 Office Move

St Edmundsbury Borough Council, along with Suffolk County council is moving in to the new ‘Service Village’ in Western Way. The telephone number will remain the same for St Edmundsbury Borough Council. 

4.3 LGR

St Edmundsbury Borough Council are very disappointed that the Boundary Committee failed to consult on the Boroughs option for a 3 unitary option which they believe will be the best for Suffolk.

5. Report of Community Police Officer

There have been no reported crimes in Barningham since the last report received on the 14th January. In light of this Barningham has been removed from the polices priority list. PCSO Jonny Burke is hoping to arrange some cycling proficiency test for the summer holidays. He will liase with Cllr Cummings regarding this. He is also involved in promoting safer parking around schools and to this end is organising a poster competition for children. The winning design will be displayed at Schools across Suffolk. There were concerns raised about the Spar lorry backing into the Spar car park, without assistance. The Clerk will write to Spar to bring this matter to their attention.                   Action Clerk
Meeting reconvened

6. Matters Arising from the Minutes

6.1 Hepworth Road footpath. See under Cllr Spicer’s report.

6.3 Memorial plots in Cemetery

The Clerk has been making enquiries regarding memorial and cemetery regulations. It was decided to undertake a full review of procedures. A sub committee of Cllr Cummings, Bullock, Last and the Clerk were formed and they will take this matter further. The date of the first meeting is yet to be arranged.  

                                                                        Action Cllr Cummings, Bullock, Last and the Clerk

 6.4 Maintenance of Pound Corner. 

The Clerk is still waiting for Suffolk County Council to get back to her regarding a site meeting.

6.5 Streetlight Survey.

This meeting has been postponed due to the CCTV Company being unable to attend on the 9thApril. The clerk will make arrangements for a new date and inform those who wish to attend.   Action Clerk
6.6 CCTV
See above

7. Chairman’s Report

7.1 emergency Plan

The hi-vis jackets have been picked up for the emergency box.

8.Clerk’s Report.

8.1 Wos Up

The ‘Wos Up’ project will be visiting Barningham from 5:30pm from Tuesday 7th April.

8.2 Disposal of Plasterboard

 New legislation, that prevents Gypsum Plasterboard being disposed of at landfill sites, means that SCC have introduced special containers at Foxhall, Bury St Edmunds and Lowestoft for its disposal. Limited quantities, 2 bags per day, can be taken.

8.3 Local Government Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 Controversial Provision Delayed

An act, originally planned to come into force on 1st April 2009 has been delayed. This is because the LAIS has informed communities and Local Government that these provisions will have an adverse effect on some Councils. The proposals were in part only allowing elected councillors to become Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen and requiring 5 elected councillors in order to operate and be quorate.

8.4 NHS Consultation

NHS Suffolk have sent a formal consultation document and feedback form on improving out of hours care for people living in Suffolk.  Cllr Cummings will ensure this is completed.

9. Play Area.                                                                                                               
9.1 Groundwork’s. 

This is still ongoing. 

9.2 Picnic Bench

As the weather is getting better it was agreed to order the picnic bench for the play area. A bench will 

also be ordered for Aggies Piece.

10. Youth Shelter
Combination Football/basketball Goal

See under item 2.2

11. Report from Community Affairs Officer: Cllr Last

Cllr Last had no report to make.

12. Report from Warden, Aggie’s Piece, to Include Footpaths and Trees: Cllr Millett

12.1 Aggies Piece

More chippings have been put down. Two Walnuts have been planted, one in the meadow and one on the straight path. Brain Lodge has planted two blackcurrants near the wooden bridge and two Buddleias have been planted by Eddie Syers where the picnic area is going to be. The Aggies sign has been removed to be repaired and it will probably be nailed to the fence near the gate. The birds will be fed to the end of April and the meadow hopefully will be cut in May.

12.2 Footpaths and Trees

All footpaths are clear but will need strimming again soon. The Hawthorns planted in the cemetery didn’t take. Cllr Millet will look at alternatives. Cllr Millet attended a seminar, which was very interesting and covered topics including tree preservation orders and bats in trees.  A dead calf was found at the bottom of the concrete path and has been reported to waste management and the police.

12.3 New Cemetery

See under item6.3

13. Report from Communications Officer: Cllr Callear

Cllr Callear had no report to make.

14. Report from Transport Officer: Cllr Cummings

Cllr Cummings reported that pensioners are now only allowed to use their free bus passes for local buses.

15.Village Caretakers report

Mowing is now a regular part of my weekly work and, so far, the weather is co-operating.

I have removed the final trip hazard from the path in Aggie’s Piece as well as retrieving a large plastic toy and the old Pocket Park notice board from the depths of the brambles.

One of the toddlers’ swings in the Play Area has been damaged along with one of the anti-wrap devices at the top of the chain.  The anti-wrap system is still serviceable but would be picked up in the annual inspection in May; replacement parts have been ordered.  The damage seems to be associated, yet again, with the movement of the swings to form goalposts from the frame.  If it proves feasible I will swap the toddlers swings to the adjacent frame in the hope that the conventional swings will sustain less damage when interfered with.

The new grit bin has been installed at the Mill and the remains of the old one removed by the Borough.

A request has been made for the street sweeper to visit the village.                                Action Clerk

16. Boundary committee local Government Review

Correspondence from Suffolk County Council and SALC and St Edmundsbury Borough Council

 was circulated amongst the Councillors.
17. Local Development Framework Core Strategy 

No correspondence received                          

18. Planning Matters

SE/09/0306 Williams. 34 Bishops Croft. Barningham. Erection of single storey extension (following demolition of existing garage and porch) No Objection
19.Correspondence

19.1 Dogs Trust, canine care card. 

The Dogs Trust has sent details about their Canine Care Card scheme. The Trust will look 

after a dog, in the event of the owners death, indefinitely, until they can find a responsible, 

caring new home for them. It was agreed to ask for more literature to advertise this service.

19.2 Notification from SALC regarding request for information.

SALC has been advised by NALC that NALC received a letter that they wish them to issue to burial authorities (including local councils) for a future BBC Panorama programme.  NALC, quite properly, refused to distribute the letter.  However, local councils are forewarned that the company may well try to find alternative means to distribute the letter and might seek to gain the attached information (provided at this stage for information only) direct from us.

19.3 Feedback on the ‘Newsletter of the Year’ competition. Cruse, recruiting new 

‘Visitors’
This information will be passed on to the editors of the newsletter.

20. Accounts

Internal Accounts Committee

This will be discussed at the May meeting.
Dates for Internal/external Audit
The dates have been received for the external audit. The Clerk will ensure all the necessary work is done meet the prescribed deadlines.                                                                               Action Clerk
Insurance Renewal

A discount is being offered to SALC members on Parish Councils insurance. The Clerk will look into this.                                                                                                                                    Action Clerk
20.5 The following accounts were approved for payment:

Vitalise                                                                                 £40.00

Victim Support                                                                      £40.00

Suffolk Accident Rescue                                                      £40.00

Newstalk                                                                               £40.00

St Nicholas Hospice                                                             £40.00

Age Concern                                                                        £40.00

Key Ind, grit bin                                                                    £163.30

Suffolk Acre                                                                          £25.00

S.L.C.C                                                                                 £94.00

S.A.L.C.                                                                                £292.80

Steve Wilson                                                                         £8.77

Steve Wilson                                                                        £412.55

Vicki Gay                                                                              £487.68

H M Revenue & Customs Only                                            £131.53

Vicki Gay                                                                              £27.74

Playdale, crutch strap                                                           £24.04

21. Playing Field (Cricket Meadow)

Legal date 2nd February 2014 to 1st February 2015

22. Questions to the Chair

A request was made to find out when you are allowed to have a bonfire.

23. Date of next meeting: Parish AGM and Parish Council AGM 6th May 2009

No further business, meeting closed.
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