Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th October 2009 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School. 
Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer  - Chairman,  Cllr Hammond – Fox, Cllr Holman, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Tucker  
Also Present; 
Mrs Beevor – Clerk, 
5 Members of the public.
PCSO Le Surf
SCC Cllr Punt
Agenda

1. Apologies for absence 
WDC Cllr Duce, Cllr Bee.    

Cllr Burgess, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Knights
1a. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Tucker re police SNT Teams, WCF, Garden Competition. 

Cllr Rogers re SOR and WNCB.      

Cllrs Holman re Youth club. 

Cllr Culyer re youth club and village fete. 
Cllr Robins re middle school.  

2.  To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th September  2009.  
Cllr Hammond Fox to be added to those providing apologies.  
On the proposal of Cllr Tucker seconded by Cllr Robbins the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.   

Meeting opened to the public.  
a)  Report from police.  
PCSO Le Surf advised that with regard to the traffic incident involving children from Worlingham Middle School, 9 children were seriously injured and 1 is still in hospital. The driver has been bailed. Sgt Paul Ward is the investigating officer. A meeting with the Crown Prosecution Service is taking place this week, and in due course the police investigation team will meet with SCC Highways.   
Thanks were extended to the police and Emergency Services for their help on the day.

The police advised that there had been 3 crimes during the month. One was an incident of driving on the A146 whilst disqualified, another was an incident of dangerous driving on the Lowestoft Road as above, and the third was suspected criminal damage to some solar lights.  

The police were asked whether Bluebell Way were still having issues. Police advised that this had reduced. 

Police were asked whether the young people hanging around Bluebell Way were local children or from further a field. The police advised that they were local to that area. 

b) Report from SCC Chris Punt. 
Cllr Punt will forward clerk with copy of his report and this will be retained in the minute book. 
In the meeting Cllr Punt advised of the following WDC issues; 

· Boundary Review – decision is expected by the end of October. 

· The audit of WDC has taken place and for the first time in several years the audit has been signed off. 

· Planning application for wind turbines at Ringsfield and Barsham is expected by the end of the year and will have an 8 week consultation time scale. 

SCC issues; 
Southern Relief Road – the survey is expected to take place in the autumn. Traffic surveys were undertaken last week. The public consultation will be in Feb/ March 2010. 

· Beccles Rail loop consultation has now been completed. 

· SOR – SCC are still going ahead with Phase 1 and 2. Phase 3 has been withdrawn at the present time. The planning permission for the new high school at Pakefield has been delayed due to some highways issues,  and there are newts on the site.

· Transport Locality Budget – £20k available and with these moneys ‘20’s plenty’ are being placed around the schools. Worlingham Primary advise that they have sufficient signage and this money will be available for other projects. 

· Cycle Lane from Worlingham to East Ellough is back on the agenda.    

· Lowestoft Road - Chris Punt is meeting with SCC David Stiff on 23rd Oct at 10am to consider the traffic issues on the Lowestoft Rod. Cllr Tucker will attend. A copy of the feasibility study carried out by the parish council in 2007 was handed to Cllr Punt. The study noted 21 improvements required for Lowestoft Road. 

Lengthy discussion took place regarding the issues. The chairman advised that ‘no action’ was definitely not a choice and that the parish would expect some action to be taken in light of the recent accident involving children from Worlingham Middle School. 

The Chairman advised that some of the pavements are very narrow and to cut the grass verges back to widen the pavements would be an inexpensive, and quick process to do. A resident advised that the path outside his property was 3ft wide and he believed that they should be 5ft. 
Cllr Punt advised that any improvements would depend on available funding but that he would put in the £2500 that would have been spent on the ’20 plenty’ at the Primary School. The parish council advised that they could consider assisting from within their budget once costs were known for any suggestions being made. PCSO Le Surf advised that the police would support improvement initiatives for the Lowestoft Road  and she will e mail David Stiff accordingly.   The Chairman reiterated that improvements had to be made and this will be an agenda item at future parish council meetings.      

c) Report from WDC.  
 
There was no other member of WDC present. 
d) Items from members of the public. 
A question was asked about the Barnby bypass and SCC advised that this is not presently on the agenda. 
Meeting closed to public contribution at 7.40pm.
3. Chairman’s Report

a) Meeting venue – Cllr Robbins had made arrangements with the Middle School to allow flexibility with council meeting finishing time. It was resolved that meetings would therefore stay at the Middle School and would continue to start at 7pm.   
b) Parish Council Audits – The Parish Council has now received the accounts for the past 4 years. A requirement of QPS is that audits should be clear of recommendations in box 1. There are no matters to note in the audits from BDO Stoy Hayward and the council would therefore be eligible to apply.  
c) Parish Plan consultation progress – Various issues highlighted within the parish plan are already being considered. The clerk had updated the Action Plan and a copy was handed to all councillors. Time scales have been placed within the Action Plan to provide an order of priority for matters requiring attention. 

Re Doctors Surgery – Funding implications will determine the availability of services locally.   
d) Parish Council Information Sheet – It was agreed that a further parish council information sheet should be produced to include; 

SOR, SNT, Grant information, Parish Plan Action Plan, Audit and finance, Police report, Council information details as required for QPS, and possibly photographs of councillors/ group photo. All agreed. 

e) Remembrance Day services – the Remembrance Day service will take place on the November at 9.45am. Chairman  and councillors to attend if possible. Cllr Hammond Fox will attend the service at Lowestoft on behalf of the parish council.        
4. Clerks Report, and correspondence received. 
a) Gating Order- Cllr Cossey to meet with SCC on 21st October at the site to discuss the actual gate to be installed.   
b) Village matters – A resident had advised that horses are fouling pavements and highways on the Woodfield Park Estate. The matter was referred to Environmental Health Services at WDC who advise that  unlike dog fouling, this was not fineable. 
c) Correspondence – the correspondence received was read to the meeting including; 

· WDC Standards Board Code of Conduct visits to parishes– Clarification had been sought over the purpose of the visit and council were advised that the visit would involve a presentation, discussion and observation. After discussion it was resolved by a majority of 3 – 2 not to invite WDC at the present time.  
· SCC Proposed cycle link Lowestoft Road to Beccles Town Centre – following consideration by councillors a response had been sent to SCC advising that council would wish to see the cycle lane join up with the existing routes. 

· SCC 20’s plenty at Worlingham Middle School – map provided showing the proposed works at Garden Lane. 

· Accident on Lowestoft Road   - the Parish Council had forwarded letters of thanks on behalf of the parish to the emergency services and those that helped at the incident on 25th September. Acknowledgement and thanks for these had been received from Suffolk Constabulary and James Paget Hospital. 
d) Other Village matters – matters brought to the clerk’s attention have been forwarded to the appropriate authorities for action. 
5) Planning applications. 

DC/09/0848/VOC Variation of conditions 2,3,4,6,7,8,for construction of 6 industrial units, office buildings etc at Excalibur Halls Estate, Anson Way,  Ellough Business Park.   
After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application.  

DC/ 09/0877/ARM Approval of reserved matters for construction of 1 new bungalow with garage and vehicular access at 8 Rectory Lane, Worlingham.  
After full discussion it was resolved to approve the application with the stipulation that the caravan should only be on site for a max of 12 months. All agreed. 

Planning correspondence. 

a) WDC advise that a planning appeal has been lodged by Mr and Mrs Boothby re the building of a garage at their property on Lowestoft Road.  
b) WDC Decisions – DC/09/0678/ful – approved. DC/09/0662/FUL – approved. DC/09/0711/OUT – approved. DC/09/0658/DRC – approved. DC/09/0627/ARM – approved.  

6. Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) World of Planning – Cllr Rogers provided feed back from the meeting. She advised that for WDC renewable energy is a government directive.  
LDF Planning Policy Consultation – Council resolved that they would wish to support the policy on new and existing open space, and the policy regarding future use of schools becoming empty. WDC Planning Policy to be advised. 
b)SoRR- Cllr Rogers advised that the SORR group had had a useful meeting with the portfolio holder Wendy Mawer. SORR wished to advise that any project of this kind takes longer than expected and that continuous dialogue with the relevant authorities is required. 

c)WNCB -  No meeting held. 
d) SNT – Monitoring of speed in an unmarked car has taken place on the Lowestoft Road. The 3 SNT priorities are 1) Halloween, 2) Boy Racers and 3) Bluebell Way. 

e)SALC – no Report 
f) Xmas Lights –Cllr Holman suggested a change of format this year whereby the council could judge lights that have been erected  rather than asking for entries. All agreed. Cllr Holman will place an article in the WNCB.    
g) Activities in school – Cllr Hammond Fox is working with the Worlingham Middle School. She will try and make contact again with the Primary school.  

h) Play Area group – The survey of Werel’s Loke is still awaited from WDC which will then determine the possible use of Section 106 monies. 
It was agreed that no request will presently be placed for Locality funding for play areas. 

Other grant providers had been contacted – WREN application would involve a lengthy consultation process.  Awards for All may be a possibility. Parish Plan requests to be considered. 

I)Councillor Surgery – A resident had visited the surgery to discuss possible highways improvements to Lowestoft Road. 

j) Village fete group -   The village fete group have advised that they would like to become a stand alone group, separate from the parish council. The parish council had agreed £1,000 for this years fete, but sponsorship had been received and the budget had not been used. Request from the village fete group was for a donation of £1,000 towards the organisation of the next fete. It was made clear by the Chairman that that this would need to be a one off request to allow the new group to be set up and that any future requests would be subject to council eligibility criteria in line with other local organisations.     
Cllr Culyer left the meeting. 

Full discussion took place regarding the request.  On the proposal of Cllr Rogers, seconded by Cllr Holman, it was agreed to approve the request for a donation of £1,000 to the village fete committee. All agreed. 
Cllr Culyer returned to the meeting. 

k) 4 towns Bus – the clerk had attended a meeting regarding the future possibilities for the 4 Towns Bus. Discussions had taken place with all interested parties and many suggestions were made.   WCF to consider these and take forward. 
l) Youth club committee – Youth club is proving to be extremely popular and is a big success. 
The Committee believes that it shows a need for further activities for the young people which is reinforced by the results of the parish plan. However there is lack of volunteers offering to help to provide such activities. 

Youth club runs once a fortnight. There are no other local evening facilities for the young people. The committee has been trying to get a youth worker to manage the project but to no avail. Christine Abraham of Young Suffolk has audited the provision and has confirmed that the provision is working well.  The children attending youth club would love it to operate weekly but this cannot be achieved without more volunteers. 
With the darker nights coming the committee has altered the times of youth club to 6.30pm – 8pm.  

The next committee meeting is February 2010. 

From April 2010 youth club will probably introduce a membership fee. 
The parish council awaits details of the future cost of the 4 Towns Bus.    

Thanks were extended from the youth club to the parish council for their support.  
7. Finance
a)Grant applications – These will be publicised in our next news sheet and in the WNCB. 
b)Audits – See discussion above the accounts. The accounts from 05/06, 06/07, 07/08, 08/09 have all been returned. 
c)Fidelity Insurance – Following on from the discussion at the last meeting, the cover for Fidelity Insurance to be reviewed before financial year end. 
d) I T Purchase – Cllr Culyer provided various quotes for purchase and lease. After full discussion council on the proposal of Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Rogers and agreed by all, resolved to purchase a laptop (possibly a Dell) with a cost of maximum £350, together with a memory stick to save data.   Cllr Culyer will arrange. 
e) Donations 
It was resolved by all to provide a donation for £250 to the Royal British Legion. 
Cllr Robbins left the meeting 

Discussion took place regarding a donation to the PTA of the Middle School in view of the incident involving children from the school. On the proposal of Cllr Tucker, seconded by Cllr Culyer it was resolved that a donation of £500 would be provided to the PTA.  

Cllr Robbins returned to the meeting 

It was resolved by all that a donation of £250 would be provided to MAGPAS, the charity whom organised the emergency services on the afternoon of the incident of 25th September. All agreed. 
f) Budget/ precept 2010/2011 – the forms need to be with WDC by 4th December 2009. It was suggested that a working party initially consider the budget. Date to be arranged.   
g)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made, including the one for the village fete committee of £1,000.   
h) Grass seed – Mr Gill of Marsh Lane has offered to do some re-seeding. Cllr Rogers offered to purchase some grass seed. Cost £20 agreed for this purpose. 
8. Questions/ matters for a future agenda. 

a) Speed of cars outside Middle School. 

b)Community Speedwatch. 

c) Sewing Classes.  

d) Adult outside gym. 

e) Old village sign – place to store. 

9. Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 10th November 2009 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed at 9.45pm. 



Chairman ……………………………     Dated……………………….    
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