Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th July 2010 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights, Cllr Pike, Cllr Robbins, Cllr Rogers. 
Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk,  
7 Members of the public.
PCSO Le Surf. Cllr Punt - SCC
Agenda

1) Apologies for absence.

Cllr Hammond-Fox, Cllr Cossey. 
1a) Declarations of Interest

Cllr Rogers declared a personal interest in items relating to SORR. 
Cllr Holman declared a personal interest in planning application relating to Pine Tree Close. 
2) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 8th June 2010.

On the proposal of Cllr Culyer, seconded by Cllr Holman, the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.

Meeting opened to the public.

a) Report from police.
PCSO Le Surf advised that there had been 7 crimes since the last meeting; 1 harrassment incident at Cedar Drive which had been dealt with by Community Resolution, 1 Criminal damage to a property at Lowestoft Road where a trampoline had been damaged – CPS advice is awaited on this incident,   1 threat on Facebook sent by a 12 year old, 2 thefts of metal at Hornbeam Close which is presently undetected, 1 interference with a motor vehicle at Brookwood Close, 1 harrassment at Blything Court. 
There have been 2 incidents at Bluebell way where youths have been noisy and drinking there late in the evening.     
b) Report from SCC

Cllr Punt advised that he had met with Mr Burgess and had now written to Network Rail regarding the crossing at Marsh Lane. Linda Button is now dealing with this matter and the following are being considered; More granite at crossing, making crossing audible, improving vision. Cllr Punt advised that the crossing is the same as at Barnby where an accident has just occurred. 

Pedestrian crossing on Lowestoft Road should be installed in October 2010.

SCC does not feel that there is a need for a ‘low flying aircraft’ sign at Ellough. 

Questions to SCC

Relief Road – Cllr Rogers advised that she had been to see Peter Aldous MP who advises that the relief road is still a priority but with the capital restraints it is not likely to happen quickly. 

Operator licence – Cllr Rogers advised that there is a request for 8 additional HGV’s and 15 additional trailers for Proton at Ellough.  To get from Halesworth to Ellough these vehicles will need to come through Beccles. Cllr Rogers advised that the Parish Council cannot object to this and asked what action it could therefore take if it considered it an issue?     Cllr Punt advised that a letter would need to be sent to Peter Aldous MP, and WDC, to raise any concerns – however Cllr Punt reminded council that jobs are needed in the area and that this licence may enable more jobs to be provided.     

A resident asked why the free swimming had been stopped at the start of the school holidays – Cllr Punt advised that the government funding had been cut with immediate effect. 
c) Report from WDC.

Cllr Punt updated council to advise that a conclusion is being sought by WDC with the Works and Pensions Dept re the amount owed by WDC.   
Questions to WDC

Cllr Punt was asked if the WDC councillors were permitted to send a written report to the parish council for the monthly meetings. It is understood that this is allowed apart from at Purdah.  

Council suggested writing to other local parishes to see whether they had attendance by WDC officers. 

d) Items from members of the public. 

Brick bus shelter at Kempton Cross - this is now very untidy with paint on the walls and rubbish in the shelter. WDC to be asked to quote to clean the shelter on a quarterly basis. Cllr Punt and John Coulson offered to paint the shelter once it had been cleaned. 
Memorial tree Marsh Lane – Cllr Rogers to contact WDC as the tree does not look healthy. 

Tree at entrance to Worlingham Hall - looks dead – contact to be made with WDC/SCC to see if they will have a look.  

Meeting closed to public contribution.  
3). Chairman’s Report 
a) Communications
 Website is regularly updated. 

Insight is being well received – thanks were given to the clerk for her work on this 

b) QPS Update – the clerk advised that the council brochure did not need to be one just about the parish council, and that it could include local walks etc. 

c) Garden competition
7 entries have so far been received. Cllr Holman will obtain a trophy. 
d) Councillor vacancy – the formal notice period has now expired and co-option can take place.   

d) Memorial Seat – This has been installed on the grass verge by the shops on Lowestoft Road and appears to be well used. Letter of thanks received from Mrs Burgess. 
e) Grit Bins – 5 bins have been received. Cllr Knights will consider the best location within the sites requested and a licence will then be requested for each site. 
f) Matters arising – WDC to be contacted regarding the dead trees on the footpath at the back of the middle school.  
4) Clerks Report and Correspondence. 
General Correspondence provided to councillors. 

In addition; 

a) Council has been invited to send a representative to the Beccles Moot meeting in September held at Beccles Town Hall. Clerk to attend.

b) Coal Charity – Mr Wilcock has resigned as a Trustee of the Coal Charity. It was resolved by all that Cllr Pike be the new Trustee. Clerk is in liaison with the bank about this account as it would appear that the existing signatories are no longer involved with the Charity. 

c) A resident of The Uplands had contacted the clerk re the new gateway as she felt that the position of this indicated that The Uplands is now in Worlingham when it has always been in Beccles. SCC advises that no boundary change has taken place but that this had been the best site for the gateway. 

d) Resident contacted the clerk re damage to telephone box at Rectory Lane – clerk has contacted BT to repair. The resident asks if the telephone box could be removed/ re-sited – clerk to ask BT for usage data. 

e)  Resident has asked whether there could be a glass recycle bin in the village. The only suitable position would be at the Pharmacy. Letter to be sent to pharmacy. 

f) Letter received from resident advising that although there is a seat at the village sign, the bus stop is the other side of the Worlingham Hall Drive. There is therefore nowhere to sit and wait for a bus. Discussion took place and it was suggested that as the bus stop cannot be moved, and there is no room for a full seat at the bus stop, consideration could be given to placing a ‘bum rail’ at this location. 

5). Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SORR- No SORR meetings had been held. 

b) SNT – Cllr Rogers had attended.  Bluebell Way is not now a priority. SNT meetings will be held quarterly from August. 
It has been suggested that the residents of Bluebell Way could form a ‘Friends of ...’ so that grants could be applied for. Jo McCullum is assisting with this. 

WDC Simon Walker to be reminded that a quote for the modifications is still required.   

c) WCF/ RCP – No report.  
d) Open space and play areas – WDC has written to residents advising of the proposed works at Werels Loke. 3 responses were received. WDC has now formulated a response to queries raised and will be writing again to the residents. 

Sand for under the Zip Wire is still required – Cllr Knights will chase.    
e) Councillor surgery 
One person attended the surgery with concerns about the trees at the back of the surgery and about the footpath that runs to an EDF energy substation. 
Councillors discussed the matters raised. Cllr Holman offered to let the clerk have some photographs of the area in question so that the matter could be pursued with the relevant authority. 
f) SALC – No meeting held.  

g) Outside Gym – Cllrs Hammond Fox and Rogers are working on this request at present. Preferred location is presently Park Drive. 

Discussion took place regarding location – Werels Loke and Garden Lane to be considered as possibly more land could be requested to be rented at Garden Lane. 

Quotes will be requested and WDC contacted to see if planning permission would be required. 

Application for Grants to be considered. 

h) Halesworth Volunteer Bureau – Cllr Pike advised that the Halesworth Trustees were very helpful. They are not averse to considering a hub and spoke model for Worlingham. 
It was suggested that a needs assessment would need to be considered first by sending out a questionnaire to householders. 
Grant aid from WDC, SCC and the parish council would need to be considered. 

Volunteers would be needed to administer the Scheme. Halesworth await a response from us as to what we would like to do next. 

John Coulson offered to contact the parish plan steering group to see if this is something that they would like to take on. Contact also to be made with Beccles to see if there is a Scheme running in the town area. 

i) Fete – Council were advised that on the morning of the fete, consideration had been given to calling off the fete due to bad weather - but the committee had agreed that despite the weather the fete would go ahead. 

Once again it was very successful and a large number of people had attended. Thanks were extended to all who had attended or helped at the fete. 
The date has been set for next year and it will be held on 18th June 2011 at Worlingham Middle School.   

j) Meeting with WDC and parish plan representatives – Cllr Rogers had attended this meeting with Paul Gurbutt and John Coulson from the working party. WDC had wanted to find out what the process had been for the parish plan and why it had been as successful, as they wished to use it as an example to other parishes.  John Coulson and Paul Gurbutt were asked if they would go along to other parishes if requested, to explain how the Plan had been formulated. 
6)) Planning applications. 
DC/10/0735/FUL – construction of a replacement single storey rear extension at 27 Rectory Lane, by Mr and Mrs Haynes. 

It was resolved by all to approve the application. 

DC/10/0761/FUL – Relocation of boundary fence at 10 Brookwood Close by Mr J Carter 

After full discussion it was resolved by all to refuse the application. It was felt that the moving of the fence would compromise pedestrian safety and would be against the open plan street scene of the area.   

DC/10/0523/FUL – Revision of previous submission to include additional single storey rear extension (Demolition of existing garage and link and construction of a 2 storey side extension and additional single storey rear extension) at 18 Pine Tree Close by Mr S Edwards. 

After full discussion it was resolved by all to refuse the application. It was considered that the garage is above ground level and not in accordance with the street scene.   

DC/10/0797/FUL – Construction of front carport at 70 Lowestoft Road by Mr S Boothby. 
After full discussion it was resolved by a majority to refuse the application on the basis of the visual aspect of the carport. 

DC/10/0814/ful – Construction of a rear conservatory at 1 Hawthorn Close by Mr D Boulton. 

 After full discussion it was resolved by all to approve the application.   
 WDC Decisions  
DC/10/0497/FUL – Approved. 
Correspondence 
Marsh Lane re tree felling. WDC advise that this is a private arrangement between Waveney Norse and the land owner, whereby Waveney Norse are just supplying firewood. They suggest that any future queries be raised with the landowner direct.   
7) Finance
a)  Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

b) Audit documentation and Accounts 2009/10. 
The internal audit has been carried out and there are no matters arising. 
c) Grants/ Donations – no requests received. 

d) External Audit – documentation now will be sent to the External Auditor. 

8) Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 
Flying School/ Parachute School – The clerk had obtained information regarding the no of permitted flights etc and this was advised to Council. 
16)) Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 14th September 2010 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed at 9.20pm. 



Chairman ……………………………     
Dated……………………….    
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