Feedback from the four group sessions
Each member of the group introduced themselves, the organisation they represented and their work role.

They were then asked to consider the following:

They were asked to share one thing that struck them about the young people’s presentation.
· Presentation was in young people’s language

· Separation of parents – how this affects young people, especially young boys/men

· Role models – who do young people seek as role models – not their parents!

· Young people were comfortable with the consultation process – being questioned by peers
· Schools supported the process

· More information from the project about the process of how questions were formed

Delegates were encouraged to share how they currently seek the views of young people about parenting issues.
· Informal approach -own children and friends

· Natural opportunities within youth settings – e.g. youth club

· Coaching

· Outcomes of working with young people

· Involvement and integration – however sometimes ‘token’ young people involved and may not necessarily want to be invited to high level meetings, need for alternative/more constructive methods of involvement
· Volunteers  - working with young volunteers through volunteering agencies e.g V Involved 
· Individual basis (needy families) rather than from groups of young people from the wider community – ethnic, religious backgrounds

· Various young people groups/courses – babywise, teen parents, sexual health, smoking etc
Discussion about the different ways group participants believe the youth voice can influence policy and strategy in parenting organisations in Suffolk.
· Each organisation should consider the SCA questions and see how they respond

· Consistancy of approach, mutual respect and confidentiality
· Allow young people to lead in discussions

· Listening and being open

· Consultation and being ‘needs led’

· Engaging with all groups of young people – including ‘looked after children’ and minorities 

· Flexibility by professionals – evening meetings with young people

· Hear their voice - collate solid evidence and ensure this information is passed upwards and onwards.
· Ensuring once the information is collated that the young people have feedback and it is a ‘timely response’

· Consultation database ‘you said – we did’

· Involve whole families, not just children/young people

· ‘Parenting is a destination’ – family is important, how to value and not stigmatise the parents or young people

· Strengthen multi-agency partnerships

