Grundisburgh & Culpho Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Monday 13th July, 2009

in St.Botolph’s Church, Culpho

NOTICES had been posted according with regulations.

Present:- Messrs. A.Billings,  P.Brunning, D.Crowe (in the chair), J.Dunnett, J.Goddard, G.Hartfall, Mrs.J.Bignell,  Mrs.S.Grahn, Mrs.A.Willetts, County Councillor.P.Bellfield and 5 members of the public.

1.  Apologies for absence    Mr.R.Youngman, Mrs.N.Brown, Mrs.J.Crowe, Mrs.Garrod,     
2.  To receive member’s declaration of interests    No interests were declared
3.   Minutes - The minutes of the Meeting held on the 11th May, 2009 had been circulated and were therefore taken as read.   It was proposed by Mr.Goddard seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to unanimous approval, that these minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

Matters arising    The Clerk reported:
3.1   Fido Bins    The bin in Post Mill Close has been replaced.    

3.2  Village Sign   Mr.Crowe is arranging for the Sign to be taken to Pearce & Son of Bredfield for refurbishment.  

3.3  Old School     Mrs. Willetts reported that the dispute over the increased service charges for the flats had not been resolved.  She is trying to arrange a meeting with English Churches Housing Group to resolve the problem.
3.4  Allotments      Plot No:5 reported at the last meeting as not being used is now shared and the whole area is cultivated. .    

3.5  Highways Matters     Much of the work raised at a meeting held with Steve Aldous, SCC Highways Officer on the
29th April has been completed.     
3.6  Burgh Bridge    The reconstruction of the bridge and the re-surfacing of the road have been carried out. .  The Clerk would write to the County Council’s Director of Environment & Transport thanking her and her colleagues for completing the work on time and for keeping the parish informed of the works progress thus causing minimal disturbance to the village.   
The Clerk spoke to the County Council’s Bridge Project Engineer who told him that the last work carried out on the bridge was in 1960 when widening work was carried out  - he assumes to accommodate pedestrians.  No alterations were made to the basic structure.    The date when structural work was last carried is unknown as their records do not go back that far.   The design code they work to requires that the new bridge should last 120 years.

4.   Police Matters     Mr.Goddard reported:
4.1  Primary Schools     The Kesgrave & District Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) is making efforts to establish more formal links with communities.   This is starting with primary schools. The object of the exercise is to allow each school to raise a topic or request with an individual officer who will, over time, build up a working knowledge of  their school and will be able to effectively raise  matters for the attention of the entire SNT if needs be.    The officers responsible for Grundisburgh Primary School are PC Shaun Brett & PCSO Jacquie Byde

4.2  12PT June 2009  Monthly Parish Council Report   Circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.   No crimes recorded in the month
4.3  SNT Priorities  At the meeting of the 12PT Priorities Tasking Group held on the 28th May all 3 priorities were changed.
The Anti Social Behaviour in Grundisburgh priority has been removed as the “problems” had considerably diminished.    The Clerk was arranging a meeting of those involved in working with “problem” youngsters to see what lessons can be learned. 

The three new priorities are:-

· The inappropriate parking of vehicles at primary / junior schools.  Grundisburgh Primary School has been contacted.
· Tackling the anti social use of vehicles contrary to S59 of the Police Reform Act 2002.     The Act allows police officers to seize vehicles from drivers / keepers that are used in an anti social manner under specific circumstances. 
· Play Space Safety.   More than one parish had recently reported that damage had been occurring to play space equipment or to ‘furniture’ within play space areas.   . 
.

5.   District Councillor’s Report      No report
6.   County Councillor’s Report     Mr.Bellfield said that a High Court Action by Waveney, Suffolk Coastal, St Edmundsbury and Forest Heath District Councils had declared the Boundary Committee’s process flawed - quashing the draft proposals issued by the Committee on the 19th March.   The Council’s had challenged the Boundary Committee on the grounds that their process was unfair.  The Secretary of State has the right to appeal against this decision and until a decision has been made whether to appeal or not the process is stalled.
The District Council’s Cabinet, against the advice of its officers, gave its support to SORRs proposal for statutory rights to comment on “O” Licence applications to be granted to parish councils.   The County Council also gave their backing.  The Parish Council had also written in support.
He agreed that an objection by County Council’s Highways Department on the Tuddenham Burial appeal would be helpful.

Finance had been allocated for measures to combat the use of the road through the Parish Rooms ford as a “rat run”.

7.   Correspondence 
7.1  Protocol for Public Open Forums     A draft protocol had been received from SALC which would be circulated to councillors and discussed at the September meeting.
7.2  SALC   The Chief Executive has written to the Chief Executive Suffolk Primary Care Trust, following complaints from many of its members, about the proposed transfer of health services away from Ipswich Hospital.
7.3  Village SOS  Information had been sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  This is a major rural initiative from the Big Lottery Fund and the BBC.  It’s a challenge to villages across the UK to come up with ideas for brand new businesses.  Six successful enterprises will share up to £3m and will work closely with a “Village Champion” to get their business up and running.    

7.4  Consultation on Suffolk Coastal’s Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan   Forwarded to councillors prior to this meeting
7.5  Ipswich Hospital’s application for Foundation Trust Status    This had been discussed at a previous meeting when it was decided not to support.   
7.6  Local Council Review     Views are asked for the opinions article in the next edition on “should training for parish and town councillors be mandatory?”    The Chairman considered that training should be compulsory for new councillors.  Other councillors felt they could not spare the time.    Mrs.Grahn is to attend a two day Councillor Course on the 22nd July and
29th July at Great Barton Village Hall.    
8.   Speedwatch       The Chairman reported that Speedwatch is up and running.   Speed checks were carried out on Grundisburgh’s Village Green area 9-12th July.   It was commented that the Village Green was not a problem area and that checks on Rose Hill and Woodbridge Road would have been more productive.    The Chairman will investigate.
9.   Grundisburgh Village Matters
9.1  Suffolk Coastal Local Development Framework Site Specific Allocations & Policies Issues & Options consultation. 
The District Council will assess each site in due course, not least for its conformity with the Core Strategy.  For this reason, the next round of consultation on sites will not take place until the Core Strategy has been considered by an independent Planning Inspector sometime early in 2010. Prior to that comments will be invited on those new sites which have been submitted in response to this last round of consultation. The Parish Council will be notified when this takes place.

9.2  Village Maintenance & Repairs   New fido bin installed in Post Mill Gardens.  Worn road signs replaced at Post Mill Close, Post Mill Orchard, Cranworth Close and Lower Road.   Graffiti on the playing field has been cleaned using materials supplied by the District Council. Thanks to Phillip Stebbings.     On the 13th December 2006 graffiti, not so much, was professionally removed costing £225.   The Clerk purchased Anti graffiti wipes to clean graffiti from play equipment.  The Village Stream was cleaned out by Explorer Scouts and approximately 30 tones removed – again thanks to Phillip Stebbings.   It was unanimously agreed that the payment should be increased from £250 to £300.   The Scouts are concerned that other organisations may wish to do this work but it was also agreed that as the payment is used to help local young people and that the Scouts have the manpower and equipment available they should be invited to continue this work for the foreseeable future. .
.

9.3  Allotments    The Clerk suggested it would be prudent to investigate re-locating the allotments should the present site be required for development.     Messrs.Billings and Dunnett agreed to form a working group.   An allotment holder would be invited to join them.
10.  Culpho Village Matters
Speed Limits   Mr.Hartfall reported that after a long campaign requests for a speed limit in Culpho on the C323 had not been supported by the County Council.    There is a 40mph Speed Limit on the Bealings Road (C324) but this is because it is a designated cycle route.    He asked for “Unsuitable for HGV” notices to be placed at both ends of Farrows Lane (C329).
11.  Financial Matters       
11.1  Letters of thanks     Received from Suffolk Family Carers, Macmillan Cancer Support, Age Concern, Childline, Citizens Advice Bureau, Disability Advice Service, Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Optura, Suffolk Accident Rescue Service, Headway, St.Botolph’s Church, East Anglian Air Ambulance, Cancer Campaign in Suffolk, Marie Curie Cancer Care, Starlight, Home Start, Grundisburgh Baptist Chapel, Clopton Parish Council, Speedwatch, Bowls Club, Benefice of Great  & Little Bealings with Playford & Culpho.      
11.2  Ratification of payments made since the last meeting and approved at the time
Mr.T.Coomber



  £7.00  Hire of Parish Rooms - Neighbourhood  Watch 

Mr.R.Fletcher



£69.00  Cutting Village Greens February






£65.00  Repairing ruts in Weir Pond Green

Mechanical Music Museum

£10.00  What’s on in Grundisburgh visit 22nd June deposit

SALC



             £100.00  What’s on the Agenda Training 24th March, 2009

Suffolk County Council


£27.50  Annual Parish Meeting – School Hire Line Dancing 

Suffolk ACRE  


               £25.00  Annual subscription

Mr.J.Ager             
 
             £615.00  Clerk’s Salary April/May – subsequent payments £614






 £74.35   Clerk’s Expenses

 



               £17.86  Report Files & A4 paper

Mr.Tom Havard



 £45.00  Millennium Meadow - maintenance work

Mr.John Dunnett



 £20.75  Millennium Meadow – bone meal, plants & bench top

Norse Commercial Services Ltd

 £44.85  Doggy bags  

Age Concern


               £50.00  Donation

Cancer Campaign in Suffolk
               £50.00  Donation

Childline


  
 £25.00  Donation 
Citizens Advice Bureau


 £25.00  Donation
Disability Advice Service


 £50.00  Donation
East Anglian Air Ambulance
             £100.00  Donation

80 Headway


               £25.00  Donation
Home Start



£25.00  Donation
MacMillan Cancer Support

£50.00  Donation

Marie Curie Cancer Care


£50.00  Donation

Optua




£25.00  Donation
Suffolk Accident Rescue Service
            £100.00  Donation
Suffolk Family Carers


£25.00  Donation
Suffolk Wildlife Trust


£50.00  Donation
Starlight




£25.00  Donation

St.Botolph’s Benefice Magazine
            £100.00  Donation
Grundisburgh Baptist Church
            £175.00  Churchyard maintenance grant

St.Botolph’s PCC


            £185.00  Churchyard maintenance grant

St.Mary’s PCC


            £615.00  Churchyard maintenance grant
Village Hall


              £20.00  Annual Parish Meeting – Hall Hire

SALC



            £402.00  Annual  subscription





              £23.40  13 extra copies of the Local Councillor

Mr.Robert Fletcher

            £207.00  Village Green Grass Cutting March/April 2009

Mrs.N.Hobbs


              £10.00  Annual Parish Meeting projector hire

It was proposed by Mr.Billings seconded by Mr.Goddard, to unanimous approval, that these payments be ratified.

11.3  Emergency payments were made prior to the meeting under Section 5.7 of Financial Standing Orders 

Mrs.M.Hyde


  £90.38  Annual Parish Meeting Refreshments

Suffolk Coastal District Council
£105.00  Annual Parish Meeting -  Photocopying

GADS



    £5.00  Annual Parish Meeting – Glass Hire

Lings Garden Store
           £1,150.00  Bowls Club – Grant for purchase of storage hut

Mr.R.Fletcher


£207.00  Village Green Grass Cutting May 2009

Mr.J.Dunnett


  £23.21  Millennium Meadow expenses
Mrs.S.Grahn


  £18.68  Stroll to Millennium Meadow 24 June 2009 expenses

11.4  Other payments requiring approval
Mr.J.Ager                                         £614.00  Clerk’s Salary June/July





  £63.54
Clerk’s Expenses 12/05/09 – 09/07/09

                                                           £14.94   3 reams A4 paper

                                                           £74.76   Colour Laser 2550 Black Cartridge





  £30.96  Graffiti & Spray Paint Wipes


 
CPRE



  £29.00  Annual Subscription

Other payments requiring approval cont…

Mr.R.Fletcher


£138.00  Village Green Grass Cutting June 2009

Suffolk Coastal Services

£115.00  St.Mary’s waste collection 01/04/09 – 31/03/10  

Suffolk Coastal Services Ltd
£201.25  Installing Fido Bin on Rose Hill

NALC



  £27.00  Local Council Review – 2 subscriptions
1st Grundisburgh Scouts

£300.00  Cleaning Village Stream

It was proposed by Mrs.Grahn seconded by Mr.Billings, to unanimous approval, that these payments be made.
11.5  Payments received since the last meeting   

Mrs.J.Ager


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.J.Crombie


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.D.Pratt


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mrs.S.Goode


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr & Mrs.Baird


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mrs.M.Hogg


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.J.Moon


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.I.Henderson


 £10.00  Allotment Rent

Mr.J.Ager


 £10.00  Mechanical Music Museum Visit Deposit 

11.6  Account Balances as at  13th July, 2009
Business Tracker Account

       £4,668.26
Current Account


       £1,201.94



Post Office Investment Account
     £19,974.70
VAT to claim


     .    £230.16
Total



     £26,075.06
11.7   Budget Report – financial year to date     The Clerk presented the report – copy attached.   
11.8  Allotments   The Clerk reminded councillors that £244.67 is held in reserve being the balance of the old Allotment Association’s funds.    Allotment holders were asked for ideas how this money should be spent and only one suggestion was made for a strimmer to be purchased for their use in keeping the pathways cut.   It was agreed that this was impracticable.   He asked for other suggestions on how this money could be spent.
11.9   Application for Grants    
11.9.1 EACH (East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices)     A letter appealing for financial help had been received which had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.    Mr.Brunning proposed seconded by Mrs.Willetts, to unanimous approval, that a grant of £50 should be made.
11.9.2   Grundisburgh Football Club      An application had been received for a grant to help purchase a gang mower that had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.   It was agreed that this request should be considered by the Finance Sub Committee at their December Budget Meeting.   

11.9.3   Grundisburgh Playing Field Management Committee    An application had been received for a grant to help towards the costs of the renovation and decoration of the changing rooms.   Works will include replacing the showers, decoration and the provision of new ventilation.  Total cost £1,000.   A further request for help in paying an outstanding electricity bill of £4,000 of which £2,000 had been paid on account.    It was agreed that these requests should be considered by the Finance Sub Committee at their December Budget Meeting.   

12.  Planning Report     Mrs.Willetts reported:
12.1  Applications approved by Suffolk Coastal District Council  since last meeting 

C09/0702  3 Post Mill Crescent erection of rear conservatory.
12.2  New applications
C/09/0738  Grundisburgh Playing Field, Prefabricated covered seating/standing shelter for spectator use. Not exceeding 40m2

Mrs.Willetts said she had contacted the Planning Officer dealing with this application who said he needed more information regarding materials and the construction of the base and whether this would be in anyway moveable.  Two householders have already objected but as yet revised plans have not been received.    It was agreed that the Council should oppose this application on the grounds that it would damage the character of the field and restrict its use as an open space for the whole village to enjoy. 

 C09/0884  12 Orchard End   Erection of 2 storey rear extension.   This is a large well screened site but plans submitted were out of date not showing adjacent Bakers Pasture or Gurdon Road. 

 C09/0949  Hill House Rose Hill erection of 2storey rear extension.   This did not overlook adjoining properties. 

Planning cont…

12.3  Appeal 
C08/1854  Land South of Grundisburgh Road, Tuddenham St.Martin   Change of use of agricultural land to parkland burial site with provision for informal public access and creation of new vehicular access.  
Planning Inspectorate Appeal Reference  A/09/2105835/NWF

Mrs.Willetts said that she considered that there is no merit in this appeal.  The original application was refused not only on the grounds that it was contrary to Local Plan policies but also East of England Plan policies and Government Planning Policy Guidance.    The original application had attracted 347 letters of objection and only 1 of support.
Though the Local Plan recognises the need for Green Burial sites in the countryside this site is unsuitable by way of 

· The impact on nearby residents by increased noise, disturbance, loss of privacy and outlook.

· Highway safety and the free flow of traffic on the surrounding narrow rural roads

· The increased traffic for the already congested village of Tuddenham 

· Increased traffic on a recognised cycle route

· The traffic implications for a wider area because of the catchment area that the site needs to serve.

· The loss of agricultural land graded  3A and 3B by DEFRA 

· The need to develop in the countryside to provide parking and amenities for people visiting the site.

· The vehicular access, changes to roadside banking and staged planting of young trees would be detrimental to the character of the site and the Special Landscape Area

· The site of over 34 hectares would be one of the largest green burial areas in the country and the appellant has in no way proved that there is a demand for the scale of provision proposed. 

· The Millennium Cemetery on Tuddenham Road Ipswich is intending to provide Green Burial facilities when there is sufficient demand.   

· The overwhelming number of objections, 345 with 1 in support, to the application received by the District Council after the appellant had explained the proposal to local residents and a very well attended open meeting of Tuddenham Parish Council.
Mr.Dunnett said that he supported the original application and this appeal.   As parish tree warden he would welcome a large area devoted to grass and trees.  

13.  Public Open Forum   As members of the public wished to address the meeting the Chairman proposed seconded by Mr.Billings to unanimous approval, that the formal meeting be temporarily suspended.        The following items were raised:

13.1  Tuddenham Burial Site Appeal

· This application had nothing to do with a burial site but was being used as a cover to remove agricultural status which could lead to other forms of development.

· No Business Plan had been submitted by the appellant and it was doubted whether a burial site of this size would be commercially viable.

· Funeral Directors had been canvassed for their opinion and confirmed that there was a very limited demand for this type of burial and this was being met by current provision.  

· The woodland burial site at Drybridge near Saxmundham could not be compared with what was proposed for Tuddenham.   Drybridge was only a few acres, in a remote area with no adjoining residential properties.

13.2  Scouts

· Thanks were expressed for the council’s payment of £300 for removing silt from the Village Green stream.

· The lower branches of the Willow Tree on the Green needed to be removed.

· The Duck race will take place on the Village Green on the 18th July.

One return to the formal meeting Mrs.Willetts proposed, seconded by the Chairman, that the Parish Council should write to the Inspectorate requesting that the appeal against Suffolk Coastal District Council’s refusal of be upheld.    This was carried 5 voting for, 1 against and 3 councillors abstained.

14.  Save our Rural Roads Campaign     No report
15.  S.A.L.C. Report    No report
16.  Conservation & Footpaths Report     Mrs.Grahn reported that a very disappointing 6 villagers had turned up for the Summer Stroll to the Millennium Meadow.    Despite this Mr.Dunnett conducted a very interesting tour of the Meadow.
17.  Outstanding Items
17.1  B1079, Reconstruction of Burgh Road Bridge Grundisburgh    The bridge has been reconstructed and the road re-surfaced.     
17.2  Proposed footpaths B1079 Woodbridge Road, Burgh to Grundisburgh, Ipswich Road C323 “Dorney Wood” to Pound Corner Bus Shelter   Mr.John Goodyear, County Council Project wrote on the 24th April, 2004 explaining that these proposed footways had been given a “Two” category.   The County Council are building rural footways strictly in their priority order with Category One schemes being finished first, together with previously committed Category Two’s.  These highest priority or committed schemes make up the County Council’s construction programme for the next three years (up to March 2007).   The delivery of that programme is dependent on the level of funding provided for 2005/6 and 2006/7 matching the anticipated cost of these schemes.  

Mr.Goodyear in an Email to the Clerk dated 21st August, 2006 stated that, due to budgetary constraints, the C323 footpath could not be built out of the local east area budget as was originally hoped and that both this and the Woodbridge Road footpath were unlikely to be built for at least five years. 
17.3  Parish Plan Action Points Progress Report    To be reviewed in September 2009 and a report submitted to the council’s November meeting.

18.  Any other business
18.1  Village Green  Mr.Dunnett complained about the state of the Village Green area which he said was a disgrace.   The Telephone Kiosk needed painting and letters missing from the Olde Forge Stores.     The Chairman said that some of the issues he mentioned were being dealt with.
18.2  Chris Grahn     Mrs.Grahn reported that donations amounting to £930 had been made to the Parkinson’s Society in Chris’s memory

18.3  2009 Meeting dates    14 September, 9 November - in the Parish Rooms starting at 7.30pm. 
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