Minutes of the meeting of Worlingham Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th December 2010 at 7.00pm at the Worlingham Middle School.

Councillors Present

Cllr Culyer - Chairman, Cllr Cossey, Cllr Hammond – Fox arrived 7.15pm, Cllr Holman, Cllr Knights arrived 7.10pm, Cllr Pike.  
Also Present;

Mrs Beevor – Clerk.   
9 Members of the public.
SCC Cllr Punt, PCSO Le Surf
2 guests regarding planning application for Pine Tree Close. 
Agenda

1) Apologies for absence.

Cllr Robbins, Cllr Risebrow. 
1a) Declarations of Interest

Cllr Knights declared an interest in items relating to Worlingham Church. 
Cllr Holman declared an interest in the planning application relating to Pine Tree Close.  
2) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 9th November 2010.

On the proposal of Cllr Pike, seconded by Cllr Cossey, the minutes were agreed by all. Chairman to sign.

Meeting opened to the public.
a)Report from police.
PCSO Le Surf advised that there had been 8 crimes in Worlingham for November  - December. PCSO Le Surf advised the meeting of the following details; 

1 burglary at Pine Tree Close – presently undetected. 

1 Driving with excess alcohol on Hillside Ave.

1 Burglary at Guildhall Road – 2 male offenders were still in the property when the residents returned home. 1 person has been charged. 

1 criminal damage at Hillside Ave where a wall had been damaged. 

1 burglary Pains Close.

1 criminal damage to a mobility scooter. Presently undetected. 

1 Assault – no complaint was made so there will be no further action taken. 
1 drink driving offence on the Lowestoft Road. Person is on police bail.     
PCSO Le Surf advised that there had been several burglaries at Barnby and North Cove also – the residents of these parishes  are being offered Smart Water free of charge. The Smart Water can also be purchased by anyone else. The police would hope to offer it free to Worlingham residents after Xmas.   All the burglaries had been forced entries. Police stressed the need for lights to be left on from early evening onwards and that it was helpful to leave a radio on. 

A resident advised that the zebra crossing is being ignored by motorists. PCSO Le Surf advised that patrols had taken place and there had been no issues whilst the police were present. The police asked that the car registration be taken of cars  who are deliberately ignoring the crossing. 
Questions to the police. 

A councillor asked whether a patrol could be carried out along Park Drive as some residents were in need of reassurance. PCSO Le Surf confirmed that she could walk the route. Cllr Hammond Fox advised  that she would accompany her. 

The police were asked whether there had been any reports of anti social behaviour at Park Drive play area – the answer was that none had been reported. 

PCSO Le Surf advised that policing cuts were  to take place but that at present the roles of the response officers and PCSO were unaffected.  

Thanks were given to Laura for all of her help throughout the year. 
b) Report from SCC

SCC Chris Punt advised that; 

Zebra Crossing Lowestoft Road -  the shield for the zebra crossing has been ordered and will be installed as soon as possible. 
Blyburgate, Beccles – the works on the property are continuing but the road may be closed until after Xmas. There is free car parking being provided at Blyburgate car park whilst the road is closed. 
Beccles Youth Club – The youth club should be able to continue. Beccles Town Council are hoping to be able to fund/ part fund a youth worker  

School Crossing patrols – these will cease in the summer. The crossing patrol lady at Worlingham has already resigned so it is now parents / carers responsibility to get the children to school safely. 
Divestment Team – Cllr Punt is working on the Divestment team at SCC. The group are presently looking at all parish council and groups that have indicated an interest in running services. 
Discussion took place regarding the school crossing patrols – it costs approx £2200/year to employ a crossing patrol person, but a traffic  crossing/ zebra crossing costs £20,000. Several parish and town councils are funding their own crossing patrol person – Cllr Punt offered to be part of any discussions with the Worlingham schools and the parish council, should this be considered a way forward. 

Questions to SCC
a) Locality Funding – Cllr Punt advised that he would need to receive the forms as soon as possible should the youth club wish to apply. 

b) Banks/verges along Marsh Lane have not been pushed back and are now encroaching onto the road and reducing the width of the highway. Cllr Punt will look into this matter.

c) Network Rail issues at Marsh Lane – Cllr Punt has contacted Network Rail on three  occasions but is still awaiting a reply.  

c) Report from WDC.
No report from WDC.   

d) Items from members of the public. 
A resident advised that as the Localism Bill was now published it was assumed that there would be issues that would affect Worlingham. 

A resident asked whether vehicle activated signs were a possibility along Lowestoft Road. Council explained the work previously undertaken to get a VAS and that SCC were adverse to providing a licence. The SID machine does visit the area 2/3 times a year.  
A resident asked about Community Speedwatch – council confirmed that it had looked into this. The advice from the police was to work with another parish and for volunteers not to patrol their own parish. Cost of radar is now approx £2000. 

Guests to the meeting asked to speak to council regarding the planning application submitted for Pine Tree Close – WDC has been consulted regarding the proposed application. The design of the requested application is to reflect Suffolk architecture and includes the idea of a crinkle crankle wall. It was confirmed that the issue of open space around the property had previously been controversial but the guests advised that the area was part of the curtailage of the property and that it does not fulfil WDC’s own policies on open space.     

Meeting closed to public contribution at 7.45pm.  
3). Chairman’s Report 
a)  Xmas Tree in village 

Following concerns made after the previous council meeting that the proposed site of the Xmas tree was too close to a junction, WDC and SCC had re-visited the site and a newly suggested  location had been made of a verge further along Werels Loke. Permission had been sought and received from neighbours  in the area to a Xmas tree being placed there and the tree has today arrived. The licence for the  lights has been approved and these  will be installed later this week. 

Cllr Cossey expressed disappointment at the site of the tree and confirmed that the One Stop had also agreed to the siting of a tree on land close to the shop but that an electricity supply would need to be sourced.  This would need to be considered in the New Year ready for next year.    

b) SCC New Strategic Direction 

The clerk updated council on the NSD and the way in which the cuts could affect services  to the parishioners either directly or indirectly. Discussion took place on the proposed cuts and  council confirmed that it would need to be proactive on items such as school crossing patrol etc.    
4) Clerks Report and Correspondence. 
a) Village matters and correspondence. 

General correspondence will be circulated to councillors. 
Grit Bins – Following the bad weather there are still many requests being received for grit bins/ heaps in the parish. The bins already bought have been sited and filled up by SCC. It was suggested that the matter be considered further in the New Year when all requests have been received. 
Dog Bin – A bin has previously been  agreed for the Glenwood Drive area  - Cllr Knights to conform location. 
A new bin was requested for the area at the entrance to Cedar Drive – all agreed. 

5). Feedback from meetings attended. 

a) SORR- No meeting has been held. 
b) SNT – Cllr Culyer will attend the January meeting.   
c)Open space and play areas – The clerk will continue to liaise with WDC regarding Open Space contributions for the properties built by Badger builders along the Ellough Road, some of which are within Worlingham. 
Re outside gym – Cllr Hammond Fox will now take the lead on this and is awaiting contact from Chris Ames at WDC.  

d) WCF – No update. 
e) Councillor Surgery – a resident had attended regarding motorists ignoring the zebra crossing as detailed within police report. 
f) Salc – Area meeting – 24th November at Marram Green, Kessingland. Clerk had attended. SCC had been a guest speaker and had provided more details of the NSD and the likely effect on services. 
g) Other Meetings/ Matters – Cllr Risebrow had attended the Big Society meeting and had provided written feedback which was advised to council. 
6)) Planning applications. 
Planning Correspondence 
DC/10/1573/out – Outline application for use of land for B1, B2 and B8 purposes at B and B skip hire, Beccles Business Park by Mr S Lake. 

After full discussion it was resolved to refuse the application as it was on agricultural land.

DC/10/1567/ful – Construction of a 2 storey side extension at 11 Hillcrest Close by Mr and Mrs D Harris. 

After full discussion it was resolved by all to approve the application. 

DC/10/1321/FUL – construction of a house and car port at 18 Pine Tree Close by Mr S Edwards. 

After full discussion and consideration of the proposed plans it was resolved by all to refuse the application as it was considered that the proposed plans were on open space, they were too close to the Lowestoft Road, visual impact, neighbour amenity and contrary to policies H6, H7 and H9. 
7) Finance
a) Grants and Donation requests 
Cllr Knights left the meeting
Donation to Worlingham Church – after consideration of the request and information that had been provided it was resolved by all to approve a donation of £300. All agreed. 
Cllr Knights returned to the meeting. 
Donation request from Suffolk Accident and Rescue to be considered at a future meeting. 
a) Authorisation of cheques for payment – A full financial summary of the Council balances, and the cheques for payment, was provided for councillors as attached to the main copy of the minutes and cheques as detailed in the Receipts and Payments Book. These were read out to the Council meeting. It was resolved by all that the payments as detailed could be made.  

d)Precept/ Budget 2011 – Further to previous meeting discussion took place regarding the Divestment of Services under the NSD and the need to consider this when setting the budget.  No firm details of costs associated to individual services is yet available from SCC. SALC are providing regular updates and councillors acknowledged the need to keep up to date as things are changing so quickly. Precept Referendums are included with in the Localism Bill and are proposed for 2012/13. Lengthy discussion took place about the implications of NSD for Worlingham parishioners and the services that could potentially be lost/ reduced.  
Council considered the budget at length on a line by line basis, considering the actual costs for 2009/10, anticipated costs for 2010/11 and the anticipated budget requirements for 2011/12. Lengthy discussion took place on all anticipated items of expenditure and the possible needs of Worlingham residents both now and during/after SCC NSD. 

After full consideration of all matters it was unanimously agreed to request a precept for 2011/12 to cover expenditure of £ 36,586.   Precept to be requested £36,586.     

On the information provided by WDC this will mean an increase in the region of 10p per week for most households. 

8) Matters Arising not dealt with in agenda and questions/ matters for a future agenda. 
Community Transport – help for the elderly. Cllr Hammond Fox advised that a lady connected to the Bungay service had offered to come along to the next parish council meeting to discuss Community Transport. 

John Coulson advised that there are not enough volunteers at present to run a Good Neighbour Scheme in the community but that there are other local voluntary organisations that could run this and that the volunteers could then assist with. The organisers of the Scheme at Halesworth are still willing to assist but would need to know what services residents would require – this information could be requested through an article in INSIGHT.   Mr Coulson advised that there are several local voluntary organisations running services that could assist residents of Worlingham and to whom the residents could be sign posted. 

Bus stops - Council were advised that some residents were having difficulty with the raised kerbs that had been put in at the bus stops – this matter to be reviewed again in the New Year to see whether SCC should be requested to highlight the raised edges. 

Salt bin to be filled at Woodland Avenue. 

Flooding -  Some of the parish are suffering from flooding issues that seem to be caused in part by Baby Wipes being flushed through the toilets. 

Xmas lights competition – Councillors will judge the lights next week.       
16)) Date of next meeting. 
Tuesday 11th January 2011 at 7.00pm at the Middle School. 
Meeting closed 9.10pm.  

Chairman ……………………………     
Dated……………………….    
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