DRAFT

WICKHAM SKEITH PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the meeting held on

Thursday 27th October 2005

 in Wickham Skeith Village Hall

Those present :
J Homan (Chair)

C Wright




D Trinchero


J Medlock







S Sparrow


J Ede ( Clerk)

Also present 7 member of the public 

A Stringer -  MSDC Councillor

Item 1--  Apologies B Kemp, N Merriam

Item 2 – Planning Application 

Application No. – 1372/05 OUT

At  -- Adjacent to Skeith House , The Entry

Applicants – Mrs and Mr Money

Proposal – Sub-divide curtilage of Skeith House to form building plot

The Chairman  explained the format of the meeting.

 The  principles of this application were outlined and a brief history of recent planning applications along the Entry was given.

This application is an Outline Application for the sub-division of the curtilage of Skeith House to form a building plot. There are no details of a proposed development in the application.

The Entry is a designated as a public footpath, it is not a road. All but one of recent applications along The Entry have been refused by MSDC on the grounds of poor access and visibility primarily associated with the nature and width of The Entry and subsequent egress on to the U5245.

Mr Money (the applicant) had circulated a note to all councillors explaining his intention/position. The chairman gave him the opportunity the give more detail and answer reservations from the public. He explained that he was proposing an improvement at the egress from The Entry on to the U5245 by cutting back the hedge and the verge. This with the landowners permission (Mr W Donze), although there is nothing in writing at this time about such an agreement.  Although not detailed in the application he would propose a ‘cottage style’ house on the plot.

The Council have received various letters of concern about this application and these have also been sent to MSDC.

Mrs Horne, Mr and Mrs Macpherson (on their own behalf and on behalf of “Friends of The Entry” a residents group), and Mr and Mrs West.

The Chairman gave them the opportunity to express their views. The points of disquiet were about the access issues, the inappropriateness of development in the Conservation Area and precedents for potential future building plots.

Mr Money was given the opportunity to answer the points made.

Parish Councillors discussed the application the consensus view was very much against the application.

1)  The application refers solely to ‘Outline Permission for sub-division of the curtilage of Skeith House to form a building plot’. It makes no  reference to any  changes to The Entry access and visibility.issues.
2) The MSDC Local Plan policies SB2 and HB8 apply to this application.

3) The plot is in the Conservation Area and in a quiet ‘backwater’ of the village. It is inappropriate to consider any further building in this location as the character of this part of the village would be changed.

4) The Council were concerned about the vagueness of the application and lack of detail .

5) Although not part of this application the Council were aware of proposals to create a minor width change at the point of egress on to the U5245. This would give little improvement to visibility and safety problems as the visibility splay is the major issue and this cannot be improved. 

Any width change at the junction is negated further back due to position 

of the wall of ‘Twynings’ house , a ‘pinch point’ exists. Pedestrian  safety  

 is also an issue, there is no verge.

Although the applicant claims to have permission of the landowner there is no written agreement to execute any changes.

6) It was noted that various trees had been removed from the site the 

MSDC  had received no notification of this action .   

 It was proposed by S Sparrow that the application be recommended for refusal by MSDC this was seconded by D Trinchero. 

The Council voted unanimously in favour of the proposal.

A letter will be sent to MSDC explaining the reasons for this recommendation, it will be pointed out that the issues raised in the note of September 2003 about a previous application were not answered. It is important that before any decision is made that a site visit is made to ensure that the unique features and access issues in this location are full appreciated.

There was no other business, the meeting closed at 21.05 hrs

Signed as a true record of the meeting

